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CHAP. I. 

Lessen'd fiune is ne'er regun^d ; * 

\ And virgin houour •ace, is mlwajs st^in'd : 

Timely advis'd, Uie coming evil shuq. 

Better not do tlie deed, than weep it done i 
t No penance can absolve our guiity frame. 

Nor tears that wash out sin can vash out shame. 

^ Paioa* 



E moon was ranging in cloudless 



TV 

majesty the blue ethereal, and the lovely 
birdVof eve had begun his complaining 
notes of deep distress, ere Eleanor awoke 
from her refreshing sleep. She listened 
with a melancholy kind of pleasure to the 
soft minstrel of the woods^ whose ^Ane^ 

VOL, III, B \iZS^ 
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vt»in tmisoh^ and seemed a sympathetic 
feeling with her own.. 

The long absence of her attendant 
excited some surprise ; she supposed, 
therefore, the promise of return from 
the loquacious Aldrude was quite for- 
gotten. It was with much difficulty- 
Eleanor revived the dying embers of a 
wood fire to light ber lamp, for the pur- 
pose of continuing her communication 
to the confessor of Santa Maria, for the 
completion of which, and on its success, 
now resteB all her futurcf hopes. The 
more she contemplated on the insuffici- 
enjcy of worldly happiness, the more she 
became determined to dedicate the re-- 
mainder of her life to religion, where 
alone true joy is to be found. Yet Ele- 
anor was no angel; for as the pen form- 
ed the fiat of her fate—the determii^atioa 
she had adopted to embrace the veil, and 
to be immured for ever in the gloomy 
cell of a monastery — her hand shook> 
an universal trembling- pervaded her 

frame, 
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frame^ and the tears she shed complete 
erased the writing. 

What was to be done! — the confess 
could not possibly decipher the woi 
meaning, and another sheet of paper n 
not to be procured that night. D 
pleased, chiding herself, for this a 
accountable weakness on a point whi 
she had so repeatedly desired' the co 
elusion, and now felt the imperious n 
cessity of finally resolving/ was> tm 
afflicting. Eleanor found it iiftpossifc 
to proceed w1rh,a mind so torn by t 
various emotions that assailed 'hern ai 
therefore arose from her seat, and walk 
towards the window, in hopes of tra 
qniliiiing her i^irits, and collecting h 
4ho»g^<s (Vom their present wild ai 
agitated state. 

The sf illness of the hour, and nilr 
ness of the surrounding scene, for not 
eephyr. moved even the leaves of tl 
overshadowing pine, Somewhat con 
posed Eieancu*; she directed her ejes 

B 2 ^ 



^« ANSELMO. 

the Starry firmament of heaven, and in 
humble gratitude, acknowledged and a^ 
dored its divine Creattrf. The sweet en- 
chantress of the groiei had ceased her 
evening song ; and she could distinctly 
hear, as the waves beat in sullen, murroui^ 
against the distant rocks> the midnight 
hymn to the Virgin, chanted by the gon- 
doliers, who, as they rowed along, were 
beating exact time with their, oars. The 
simple melody of the air was soothing 
and pathetic, far superior to dll the 
'boastied rules of counterpoint and labo- 
rious composition. Eleanor felt it so, 
whilst with an unconscious Bigh she 
breathed the name of Albert, dnd re- 
jRect^d on the happy period of their 
early loves; particularly on the night he 
had sought her at the cottage of Floris^e, 
when the same strains of harmony had 
arrested their attention, and delighted 
the hearts of both» These ^remembrances, 
however, she thought must not be in- 
dulged; they enervated her mind from 

the 



the performance of her duty; to chase 
them away> she again brought to her re^ 
collection (if he still survived) the for- 
lorfl condition of the poor captive; and 
as the moonbeams slept on the eastern 
tower« and darted their mild rays into 
the prison-chamber, where, on the pre« 
ceding evening, she had suffered such 
accumulated horrors, she almost fancied 
she. could tigain discern the miserable 
object of her solicitude. Shortly after, 
Eldanor obs^erved a light in the tower> 
and as it wai hot stationary, the pleasing 
thought arose in her breast, that from 
the protracted absence of Aldrude, they 
were nowt endeavouring to release the 
mysterious stranger* 

She wsitteed the course of the lights 
and; presently saw it removed to the low- 
er a partn^fcnts of the tower, and then 
disappear. What now tended greatly to 
corroborate! tbi^ idea was, that Eleanor, 
QO lookinj^; towards the entrance of the 
castle, .obs^rted a man muffled up in a ^ 

a 3 gieal* 



great-coat, walking iiv baste along the 
ramparts; be apparently directed bis at- 
tention tQ the windows of lier chamber; 
the figure then waved his hahd^ and with 
great swiftness descended from the castle 
walls^ and darted into the adjoining forest. 

** May Heaven support your vrandering 
sXeipB, stranger!*' now estclaimed Eiei^nor; 
and continued> as she withdrew from her 
observations •^^'^ it must hare been the 
captive, for he looked towards me^ and 
by his action plainly demonstrated thet 
benefit he had received, and his acknow« 
lodgment for it^^Oh 1 if innocent" she * 
repeated with fervour, ** may justice 
avenge his clafim, and strike terror to the 
guilty breast of his peisecntor !" 

Bleanor now heard the dMTerent cen* • 
tinefe, as they paced the ram|>arts, give 
the noted signal of ^ All's well/' till the 
sound was lost in distance; and as every 
thing was quiet within the cadtle^ she con- 
cluded the stranger had safely escaped 
ftrom the tyranny of JlodoTphuft. As the- 

^ mind. 



. ANSELMO. 7 

mind^ howeyer, although for a time di« 
verted from its grief, generally returns 
to its driginal bias with redoubled force, 
so ^as it with (he hapless girl, to vrhom, 
in pronouncing the name of Rodolphus, 
s^e shuddered for the fate of count An« 
selmo. It was true, the world had ever 
believed an inviolable friendship subaist* 
ed between them ; on the part of her 
benefactor she knew it to be. real, having 
often heard Anselmo express liimaelf in 
the warmest terms towards Rodolpbui, at 
the same tinie» *' lamenting it was not in 
his power to raise his fortunes equal to 
his merit/^ 

As these reflections came o'er her 
mind^ with a deep sigh she exclaimed, 
•' Ah ! my revered lord, your confidence 
in the kmwur of your friend has been^ 
I fear, too unbou^nded. Pray Heaven 
my suggestions may prove false, which 
now so strongly foretell that sign ior Ro- 
dolphus is^ and will be, your intMerMe 
foe!*' To account for these inferences of 

B 4 E\e2LVim» 



8 Al^SELMO. 

Eleanor, and the unfavourable prejudice 
she entertained towards him, it is proper 
to state, that it did not alone proceed 
from recent events, but the inibrmatldn 
she had derived fropfi the confessor 
Lodovico, who she. knew likewise had 
repeatedly. cauti9ned the CQwmt not tO: 
place so much implicit faith in the prq- 
testations and high-flowi^ sentiioeDts of 
Rodolphus — ''Truth/' as he would' say, 
" requiring no such ornamented diction;, 
if: w;is a host in itself, and never stpod in. 
need of for<rign aid to illust;c^t^' its ori- 
gin." . . - 

The reply of Anselmo to these salii*: 
tary warnings, of Lodovico was, ''You 
do not know the very .dose . bonds of 
amity which exist between us, or else 
you would greatly incur ,my displeasure 
at tbus^ expressing yourself .towards si g*. 
nior Bodolphus, of whose fidelity and 
honour I have had the most convincing 
proofs, and for which it will ever be 
my piide and boast to acknowledge him 

as 



ANSELMO. 9 

as my valued and best-beloved friend/* 
This reproof, and others of the same 
descriptloa, at length silenced his coun* 
sellor; he never again attempted to give 
advice^ where it was so ungraciously re- 
ceived and unattended to. 

By the letter of Anselmo, however^ to 
the confessor, dated. Turin, on^ the eve 
of his imprisonment, it appears that the 
monk was.theAin possession of the im- 
portant secret that so closely combined 
the fate of Anselmo with, that of Rodol- 
phus; and that he deeply commiserated 
the situation of the former, is to be in- 
ferred from the interest Lodovico took in 
his concerns, and tl^e unfeigned sorrow 
he expressed on the lamentable day that 
Eleanor was taken away from Valleroy. 
' From these unpleasant reveries, she 
was now awakened by the return of AI- 
drude, who apologized for herprotracted 
absence, by informing Eleandr that her 
mistjess, she believed, had purposely kept 
her in waiting to prevent her attending 

B 3 OTV 



10 A^SELHO. 

on her guest ^^" I fancy she begins to 
fetr me/' co;itinued AUrude> ^*^ sup- 
posing me, what she well merits, that I 
am her enemy ; for she strictly charged 
itie not to remain longer with you, 
signora, than to deliver her message^ 
which is, that you are. to be in readiness 
to set off fdr Arezzo by five to-morrow 
morning/ as the carriage will be at the 
castle gates at tb&t hour precisely/' 

'* Then/' said Eleanor/ '' I must await 
,the promised sequel c^ your history of 
the lady Rodolphus until my return, as 
I would not for the world have you in- 
cur displeasure on my account ; yet 
much do I wish toliear how you have so 
soon been able to release the poor tap- 
tive?** — *' YOtt surprise me, signora '/* 
ejaculated Aldrude at this question. " I 
have not stirred from my mistress's room 
since 1 left you P*-—'* Who, then, could 
it be ? foe just now,'' continued Eleanor, 
^' I saw a person, apparently disguised, 
walk hastily along the ramparts; be look- 
ed' 
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cd several ttmei; towards this part of the 
cxastle, and to these apartments^ waved 
his hatid> and shortly after, with ^at 
quickness, he descended^ and following 
the track Which leads into the forest, 
instantly disappeared." 

"'Astonishing!'' replied the Woman, 
'' as Tm certain it was not my Trepano* 
because I passed Finito in the halh who, 
on my inquiring of him the time of 
nighty said, in his usual surly manner, 
' Late enough^ for I have wanted my 
supper these three hours^ and should 
have had it/ he continued^ 'if I could 
have finished my letter sooner to my 
lord/ That's his excuse/', said Aldrude, 
*' for staying so lon^ in that horrible 
plarej writing long letters, or accounts 
to be made out, is generally the story^'* 
A variety of conjectures, therefore, suc- 
ceeded |:his information respecting this 
disguised person, but none likely to con<» 
' vince eit[ier that it was the captive. The 
light was now again glimmering in the 

B 6 apatimevA^ 



13 ANSEIHO. 

apartments of the tower, from which 
they supposed Fiaito had re-entered the 
prison ; and as all was silent^ the hope 
Eleanor had entertained ended in dis* 
appointment. . . 

Her simple repast^ consisting of some 
bread and fruity was now laid out in 
great form by Aldrude^ who, on having 
piled some more wood on the fire^ and 
closed the windbw-jshutters, entreated to 
remain with Eleanpr during the night, 
as th0re was no fear of interruption from 
madame R,odolphus, or that she would 
]|>e' acquainted of it, most of the servants 
having gone to bed, and her room apart 
from the rest. Eleanor offered but 
flight opposition to this, proposal, being 
sa consonant with her wishes to hear 
the sequel of what Aldrude bad informed 
her of in the morning. 

Naturally of a communicative disposi- 
tion, and facility of expressing it^ this 
wish was readily complied with; and in 
recommencing it, said> '* Well, sf.gnora, 

as 
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si 1 hiavQ before told you, my mistress 
says that the lady Eleohoraj being in- 
vifed with her father and mother to pass 
her birthday at Valleroy, saw, for the 
first time, the accomplished Theodore, 
who had just returned from the untver- 
sxfy at Florence." Aldrude then pro- 
ceeded to relate^ that they soon became 
deeply enamoured ; and that the young 
nian^ to afford proofs of his love, fought 
a duel with a Venetian nobleman, who 
aspired to the honour of her hand in 
marriage; and that the noble lord fell a 
victim to Theodore's resentment. 

" Merciful Heaven !'* exclaimed Eiea* 
nor, " do you mean the present count 
Anselmo?" — ''Aye, the very sanve; but 
on account of his father's wish for him 
to marry a lady of immense wealth, and 
signora Rodolphus having nothing but 
pet'sonal charms to recommend her, their 
attachment was kept a secret ; they used 
to meet each other in the gothic temple, 
whichj my lady, says, was a yery grand 
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place in old times,_ but now nearly in 
ruins. Not one of the family, ever sus- 
pected, or had the least idea of the loves 
of Theodore and Eleonora, until a re- 
newed visit of several months after that 
period I allude to^ the present signior 
Rodolphus then accompanied his sister 
to the castle of Valleroy, she being in- 
vited to pass some time with a distant 
female relation of the old count Anselmo^ 
then a resident there. * 

" Only now imagine^ signora/* con- 
tinued Atdrude> " the distress the poor 
lady Rodolphuk must have felt on her 
arrival at Valleroy; they informed her 
that Theodore was gone to the wars; and 
on Eleonora's soliciting the count to ac- 
quaint hei: of the period of his return^ 
witK a fervent prayer the old man 
exclaimed^ 'Never, I hope, unless he 
comes worthy of the name of an An^ 
selmo — that is, covered with glory!' 

" Poor girl !". now apostrophized *the 
relator; " for my mistress says she 

heard 
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heard no niofe^ having fallen sensdess 
at the feet of this ambitious father, who 
had thus, at one moment, sealed her fu- 
ture destiny. The old count wu per* 
fectly astonished at the effect bis words 
had produced on Eleonora ; her brother, 
however,* treated the subject very lightly, 
merely Saying it was from childish ig- 
norance that she had been so affected; 
supposing, from her having been accus- 
tomed fo read tales of wonder, imaginary 
wars of blood and slaughter, ho one ever 
escaped from such gigantic terrors — ' and 
that you, most noble sire, have ah-eady 
lost the envied claim, of which you but 
now have bbasted/* 

Aldrude, in continuing her narrative, 
then informed her auditor, '' that the 
lady Rodolphus, on recovering from the 
shock her feelinsfs had sustained, re-' 
qnested to b^ led to her chamber; but 
^ length, from the extreme anguish she 
safiered for the loss of Theodore, who 
bad entirely neglected I\^r, and from 
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whom she never could, hear . ibe least . 
intelligence^ it brought on so alafming^ 
an illness^ that totally prevented her 
being removed from 'Valleroy. EPeonora 
would not divulge the fatal secret; tior 
was her indisposition made known to 
any of her family^ excepting her brother, 
who/ at her particular request^ was sent 
for. Now mark, signora/' said Aldrude, 
'^ the afflicting conclusion of my story, 
"On the present signior Rodolphus's ar- n 
>ival at the castle of count Anse]mo> who 
was then. absent from home^ she en* 
treated to have a private conference with 
him^ and then confessed the cause of her 
grief — the love she bore to Theodore, 
and her piteous situation. 

" My lady/* continued Aldrude; in a 
hesitating manner^ " did not say tirat 
her sister-in-law was married to the old 
count's son; but that I suppose^ of 
course, as it would be -a sad thing if 
great people/ who can have such fine 
educations^ did not set ibrth good ex-^ 

amplcs 
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amples to the poor, who are deprived 
of such benefits/* 

The countenance . of Eleanor now 

changed to a deathly paleness, at thb 

assertion ; not on account of the covert 

reproach it contained to herself, should 

it unfortunately be made inanirest that 

she Was the ofl^pring of the mutual guilt 

of her parents, but from the ^ntiment 

of wise reflection which followed th^t 

supposition — a sentiment worthy, shi 

thought, to be engraved in characters 

of gold. The pertinent observations of 

AMrude throughout the relation bad so 

prepossessed the lovely girl in her fa« 

vour, that she did not attempt to doubt 

the truth ctf what had been asserted. In 

trembling agitatioA, Eleanor now, how- 

ever, requested she would hasten to the 

conclusion of the narrative, as the night 

was far advanced ; her spirits, likewise, 

^ere so extremely low, and her mind so 

bewildered,, that she found it impossible 

to be much longer attentive to any cir- 

cumstauce> 
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cumstance which involved in it so greats 
ly her own future misery • 

With a becoming defierence, therefwe, 
to this entreaty, Aklmde proceeded Pj 
inform her/ ^Mliat as soon aa the ladj 
Eleonora related to her brother the fatal 
eause of her illness, he insisted she shouM- 
immedjalely leave the house of Anselmo; 
and 6n the same evening, without as« 
ssgiiing any reason for such an nnlobked^ 
ibr determination, and however ill and 
dangerous it was to remove her, be pri- 
vately conveyed his sister into the same 
carriage which had brought him to Valle^^ 
roy ; the postillion having had orders to 
remain in waiting, from the idea Rodol** 
phus entertained that some heavy mi^ 
fortune had befallen l^eonora^ ai^d which 
would require so hasty a departure: 
that they alighted at a cottage in the 
vicinity of the domains belonging to the 
old count Anselmo, ^where^ in a few 
hours afterwards, the unfortunate Eleo- 
nora gave birth to an infant, which, on 

the 



the succeeding mornings was» by the im- 
peracive orders of Rodolphus^ torn from 
the- fostering bosom of its mother, and 
given IB churg^ to a woman he had ex^ 
preailsr hired for that purpose. 

^' That aanatural act eompleted^'' said 
Aidrude^ *' which, notwithstanding all 
my lady sfeiya to the contrary, I hold it as 
8|icb^ the'wbman instantly departed witb 
the child ; and by the command of Rodol- 
pbns they proceeded to France, which my 
mistren say6 was about the time that 
the present count Anselmo relates hiil 
shigukir adventure respecting yourself, 
signora, and therefore,-! she continued, 
'* my lady affirms it was the order of 
signior Rodolphns that you should bo 
delivered, although unknown as such,' 
to the card and protection of your 
fether/' 

Aldrude paused after this bold asser- 
tion, as expecting a jeply from her 
auditor, but who, to her infinite asito- 
nisbment, remained silent, istill keeping 

a sledf;x^\ 
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a stedfast look on her^ without discov( 
ing the least ^motion^ or even change 
of countenance ; Aldrude therefore <im-* 
liBued-^'* You may easily imagine now,: 
signora^ the grief of the bdy Rodolphusat 
such extreme cruelty of her brofther ; it 
was not^ however^ of Ipng. duration ;fory 
as I understands the podr soul took it W: 
much. to heart, (the lo^ of Iner ibfsMott^y' 
that she died in 9i rfeW.<wetti^ii^^^ard%,i 
and M^as. privately buried :in tbje 0€iBvefi1|[ 
chapel ;:of: Sf«:Margafiet'^^ /lot fardisdtadt/ 
Iromth0 c^stJcof V^lteroy.'*! j .i i .::. 
. Thus finlsbisd Aldnude'sta^couipi of iHet 
unfortunate sister of Rodotphus; with, 
this conclusion only,, 'v That the young 
AtlsdtQQ wd9 much afiSidted at hiring 
of the. dcAth of :E!et)n.or^> which was 
communicated to him i by the present 
signior Rodolphus, who did not, how* 
ever, disclose the fatal cause of it^. as he 
was. unwilling to publish the disgrace 
such conduct had brought on bimselCl 
and family." 

From 
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Prom the letter of count Anselmo to 
the confi^or of Santa Maria, previous to 
hid imj^risonniieiit, the reader will per* 
ceive,. that he entertained an idea of his 
nearaffintty to Eleanor,, by the express 
command ^nd injunction he sent to the 
monk to . remove her from Vallerov ; 
and thatiif ishe was found to correspond, 

* 

or even cherish the least remembrance of 
Albert de Montauban, that instant^he 
was to embrace the veil, and be secluded 
from the world for ever. 

The extreme of grief has but little 
to do with language ; Eleanor neither 
spoke^ sighed, or shed one tear, at the 
conclusion of the mysterious history. — 
Fixed despair/annihilated every lender 
feeling, .The account was too awfully 
distressing to admit of consolation. AU 
drude became truly alarmed ; in vain 
was - her every endeavour to recall Ele- 
anor from the stupor which, had seized 
every faculty ; and therefore bitterly 
did the woman reproach herself for 
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having divulged the ^cret reposed in 
her by madame Rodolphus ; and if wa6 
only then* she vbegan to. reflect vrhat be^- 
nefit could possibly accrae to herself 
fronfi relating it-; H^ such intelHgence^ 
she observed, was by no means accept* 
able to the ah*eady-diidtress^ Eleanor^ 
whose mental sufferings, although great 
before, were light in comparison with 
those sine now endured. By the relation 
of Aldrude, in one moment, beyond 
the possibility of change, was her future 
fate decided. *' The love,** thought 
Eleanor, " that I have so long cherished, 
must be annihilated froAi my bosom , 
for ever, as it is now become a crime. 
For the first time, too, I have heard that 
I have a father; btft ohi under whA 
afflicting, circumstances !" At that idea, 
however, no petulant or disgraceful word 
passed her lips, or sullied, for an instant, 
the purity of her miod. The pride of 
ancestry she had ever held as an ignoble 
boasts, true greatness of soul needing no 

claims 
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claims of superior birth or prerogative 
to. shew its lustre; it rests on itself alone^ 
and is the dearest, proudest boon, Hea* 
ven could bestow on man. 

Such being ihe sentiments of Eleanor, 
her unbappiness arose more from the 
cpntemplMion of another s misery than 
on her own. Bewildered, therefore, from 
the rapidity of thought that crowded on 
her brain, as to the means she shouM 
employ to warn and awaken count An* 
selmo from his mistaken credulity re«- 
specting Rodolphus, whom, if what she 
bad heard be true, (and ti^ere was little 
iloubt of the contrary,) he was the last 
man on earth from whom Anselmo could 
have a sight to expect friendship. These 
reflectipns it was that so deeply distressed 
her in the manner we have before de- 
scribed ; for as she mentally rehearsed 
with agony, *' how contradictory is this 
credulity with the. acknowledged sense 
of count Anselmo, to expect good ofikes 
and benevolence from the man he has 
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SO deeply wronged ! It is true that our, 
religion teaches us to ' bless those that 
despitefully treat us;' but amongst the 
generality of humankind^ on how few 
does this divine principle act ! and even 
on those^ how guarded should we be as 
to the admitting of their proffered ser-^ 
vices! ' Of a reconciled enemy, and an 
untried friend, ajways beware.' This 
maxim was early inculcated into her , 
mind by the confessor Lodbvico ; and it 
was never more aptly applied, or with 
greater truth, than in the present in- 
stance," thought Eleanor; ''therefore, 
it now behoves me," she reflected, " by 
every tie of gratitude, as well as duty, 

to entreat my •" father, she would 

have said, but the heavy sigh which la- 
boured, in -.her breast, even at the very 
idea of it, would not give it vent — " be- 
nefactor" ' was therefore substituted in 
its stead, *' to beware of the specious 
friendship of signior Rodolphus/' 
At present^ however, the melancholy 

situation ' 



situation of Eleanor was «uch, that all 
those resolutions which she had formed, 
either for herself or others, were now 
•sunk intoobjivion; a total apathy having 
succeeded to intense thinking — and from 
which were unavailing all attempts to 
xeciillher. 

With the utRiosrt composivre, Eleanor 
now arose fr^m lier seat, and retired 
to rest ; she laid down on the couch, 
breathed another sigh, and fell asleep. 
The terrified Aldrude watched over her 
till the ret urjiing dawn, when a summons 
from signora Rodolphus compelJed her 
toieave her stiU-sleeping charge. With 
trembling steps, and pajiid countenanc^i 
she now descended to the dressing-^room, 
where her mistress was already in waiting 
for her attendance ; instantly remarking 
the altered appearance of the woman, 
^ith a voice of extreme displeasure, she 
demanded to Jcnow the cause of her agi« 
tation? AJdrude endeavoured to elude 
this question ; but on her indsting for 

VOL^.JIJm ■ c . ^ti 
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^am Explanation, she replied, "Theyountj 
^ignora l>eing taken extremely ill, n^y 
iady, I sat up with her during the night, 
•%vhich has greatly fatigued me." The 
iBudden indisposition of Eleanor was im- 
<pufcd to its true cBUse; and madanic 
Rodolphus having made Aldrude partly 
•confess the satne, she was instantly dis- 
■missed fom her service, with a peremp- 
tory order from her mistress to kjuit the 
castle without' loss of time, as, if she was 
found there, after the space of an hour, 
the se\'erest punishment should await her 
for such disobedience. 

This command, although rather un- 
expected, w^s not unwelcome to Aldrude, 
being determined, if the captive should 
turn out to be her dear Trapano, to make 
many concessions to him ; and that with 
Ihc propfiised assistance of Eleanor, they 
might contrive to live more comfortably 
than they had done ; having wisely re- 
' fleeted, that separated interests between 
man and wife never failed^ in the end, 

to 



to 1)6 the destruction of both. With a 
light heart, therefore, and plenty of mo- 
ney in her pocket, Aldrude soon packed 
up her clothes, and trudged away to "the 
cottage of Zilio, where she proposed to 
remain until the departure of madame 
Rodolphus for Arezzo ; as then she 
shpuld be able, she thought, from her 
intimacy with the rest of the domestics, 
to visit the castle, and to. rescue the pri- 
soner. 
" Eleanor was now ;nost assiduously 
attended by the hostessof Qldenzo, who, 
on perceiving her to be really indisposed 
with a considerable degree of fever,, post- 
poned the meditated journey. For some 
days, she was considered in imminent 
danger;* but at length her youth, and na« 
turally good cotistitution, overcame every 
obstacle; and Eleanor found herself, at 
the end of a few weeks, so far recovered, 
as to be ensfbled, however unwillingly, 
> to 4ep»rt vrith madame Hodolphus for 

Are^^o. 
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CHAP. II. 

^ Hail, Memory, hail ! in thy exhaustless mine^ 
rrora ag^ to age, unnumberM treasures shine ! 
Thought, and her sliadowy hrood, thy call ^bey, 
And place and time are subject to thy sw'ay ! 
Tliy pleasures most we feel, when most alone 9 
The only pleasures we can call our own. 
Lighter than air, Hope's summer visions dfe, 
If but a Beeting cloud obscure the sky ; 
If but a beam of sober reason play^ 
X/^, fancy's fairy frost-work melts away. 
But can the wiles of art, the grasp of jpowen, 
Si^tch the rich relics of i^ well-spent hour? 
Tliese, when the trembling spirit wings her flight. 
Pour round. her path a stream of liying light; 
And gild those pure and perfect realms of rest. 
Where Virtue triumpljB, and her *ons are blest !" 

Wbile the late singular events were pass- 
ing at the castles of Valleroy and Olden^ 

£0. 



20, Albert de Montauban, unconscious 
of them all, was pursuing his route to- 
vfards Savoy, indulging^ with melancholy 
regref, the remembrance of his adored 
Eleanor, whom he supposed was no^ 
charming with her society the fortunate 
Ernestine. He reproached hhnself for 
the cause of it; being fully persuaded^ 
that his own impetuosity of temper had 
tended more than any thi^g else to for* 
ward the suit of Rodolphus; be even 
fancied, so prone to jealous fear is the 
true lover, that already she was linked 
to Ernestine by the soft bonds of affec- 
tion, and most endearing he, that of a 
husband. The thought was madncssf* 
Every step he proceed(ed> which increased 
the distance from the abode of Eleanor^ 
his mind became more and more agitated* 
At lengthy however, Montauban arrived 
before Suza, where prince Eugene wa& 
stationed with an immense army, con- 
sisting chiefly of the Vaudois, who were 
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of the reformed religion, md "jirofessed 
eneitiSes to France. 

A' greaft battle was hourly expected tc^ 
be fought between these hostile nations, 
l^hiidh was. anticipated by the Piedqion- 
t^ with the most confident Hopes of 
sbccess^ Thus sifiiated,. Montaiiban, for 
a- tiine, was divcfrt'ed from the asronizinc: 
reflfeetidh of his ill-fatdd love. Indiffer- 
ent as to what became of himself, now 
that he believed he had for ever lost the 
aflfection of Elearioi^> on tbe commence- 
riienf of the dreadful €^ontest, which took 
jilace thii t'hird di^y after his arrival at 
SU2fa, he madly pl*Anged into tlie midstf 
of the cnethy's rat^s, and, for a whiles 
cferft destruction' on every side. Witte 
his sftigle arm, he performed Wonders — 
blood flowed in torrehfsdowrt the rocky 
he'ighfe, and' enipurpled the far-length- 
ehed plain, where men and horses, in 
tonfdsed heaps, lay mangled on the ob-^ 
durate ground^ ^ 

** Fierct 
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* Fierce as conflicting Qres, the oombai burni^ 
And now it r%ae$, now it sinks, by tuco»; 
In oo^ thick darkness all tiiQ fight was lost : 
The siui) thempon, and tfiL tli' ctherialbost, . 
Seem*d as extinct; dbyravishM from their eyes.; 
And all heaven's splendourar blotted from the s)dc$.*^ 

I 

Human prawesp may do much».but pru- 
dence can dp Dfiore : to the latter Montau-f 
ban was a tatalty stranger. At the very 
moment^ therefore, that victory placed 
her banners^ on the brows of the coura- 
geous Piedmontese^ the rash^ but valiant 
Albert, from havmg too fearlessly ex- 
posed his life in the conflict^ was wound- 
ed, and ta^ea prison ey by- the flying 
enpray. They wclj. kn^w the value of 
their pri:;:e» AUhougfi so lately, from 
bjs extreme youth) initiated ii> the ai^ta 
pf W2|rj tiie career of Montauba^n had 
been <nost successful; he inherited all 
his lamented fathei*'s virtue^, and like 
him, seemed destined to be the spo;*^t of 
fortune. *' The key-stone of the ^rch h 
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lost!" imanimous was the shout of the 
French soldiers, as they iihmercifulfy 
bore the bleeding warrior to the car for 
the wdunded, and which was to carry 
bim to France; and con tj n tred, " Savoy 
will bitterly remember the day that de- 
prived her of so daring a champion !*' 

Thus exuhrngly did the foe announce 
the death-blow to the short, but victo- 
rious career, of Albert de Mohtauba-n ! 

" The youtiful warrior heard with silent woe,;. 
From his fair eyes the tears hegan to flow ; 
Big with the mighty grief, he strove to say 
What sorrow dictates, bat no word found way.'' 

The excess of grief so justly repre- 
sented in the foregoing pnssage from the 
Iliad, most forcibly was illustrated in the 
present condition of the hapless Mont- 
auban. In silent agony, he heard their 
sarcastic revelling and insults on his de- 
feat; yet not all the pangs he endured 
from* such a humiliating situation, or 
corporeal anguish^ could equ^l what AU 

bert 
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"bert felt on thus being torn from the 
country which contained his Eleanor. — 
All his unfounded jealousy, his anger 
towards her^ had now subsided ; he again 
acknowledged her merits, they arose with 
undiminished lustre in his remembrance, 
whilst all trivial failings were forgotten.. 
Tyrannic love again usurped his iron 
sway; every local evil, therefore, was 
unheeded by Montauban, excepting that 
which involved and militated against that 
reconciliation with the beauteous Elea* 
nor, for which he would now have given 
worlds to have effected. 
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•* Coine, t*itj, come \ by Fancy** iiid^ 
E'ett Ixot^ ihy thoUghtiSy Telenung ihaid^ 

YEy ItMht^le^s j^rkle assign : 
tU sobthfeni^it^> itit truth Cofnjpleie^ 
*- febali Xa^B a tviid enihusitetic heat, 
I|iU) wbp ^iew thy shrink. 

There Picture's toit shall inell relate 

Bow chance^ or hard involving fate> 

O'er mortal bliss prevail: 

The boskin'd muse shall near her stand, 

*■ And sighingy prompt her tender hand. 

With each disastrous tale. 

Colli K9t 

TuE intelligence of Montauban havings 
with a p^rty of his brave followers, beea 
taken prisoners by the enemy, was soon 
known at Turin^ and almost universally 

lamented^ 



lameDted*. Even count ABseIipa» 9U 
though highly e^sperate^ "against him, 
fjpit, in common with everv true patriot^ 
the sincerest concern for the loss of th^ 
services of this gallant soldier; he there- 
fere acquainted thpsenate^ that^ if with 
their permission, he would send a ransoni 
of considerable magnitude to the enemy, 
to obtain the release of A\\)crt de Mont« 
auban. 

At the pertod we last took leave of 
Anselmo^ he wa& enshrfned within the 
jgloomy walls of 9 sta/e prison; now, 
however^ the duke of Savoy having ar- 
ched at Turin, .and in consideration of 
bis former exalted station, he expe- 
rienced some alleviation of the rigid 
decree of the senate under which he was^ 
coiifixied^ by being permitted ta returi^ 
't^ his own niaqsion, a<id there to reofiaia 
until the day of trial; at which time, the 
jcoynt was informed, he would be pub** 
Jacly arraigned with, having been con- 
cealed ip. the murder of thf late^qer^l 
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Be Montauban ; advising him, therefore^ 
to be active in preparing for his defence^ 
as the proofs of his knowledge, and par^ 
ticipation in that horrid transaction, were 
too feasible to admit of much doubt. 

The residence of Anselmo was strictly 
guarded by soldiers; and the two officers 
who took him into cuistody were in corr- 
stant attendance on his person. Signior 

9 

Rodolphus, who was now in Turin, and 
officiating in the very department of the 
state lately so honourably filled by count 
Anselmo, was the only one permitted to 
visit him at ihh humiliating juncture.^ 

For this favour the count addressed a 
letter to the duke of Savoy, returning brs 
royal highness the most grateful thanks 
for such an indulgence; expressing him- 
self on the subject in thd following senr- 

tence: — ^'' For vifhat is so dear to thfe 

» ■ 

heart of man in adversity, as the society 
of a true friend ?" and in contintiing, wrth 
increasing warmth, to expatiate on the act 
of grace bestowed^ said, "Friendship, 

my 
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Tirty fioble master, I consider to be the 
healing balm, derived to us from our 
first parents, to soften the evils they un- 
happily brought on human kind. In- 
valuable, therefore, is the gift; it has 
ever been my leading star; and althougli 
the clouds of misfortune press hard upon 
me, yet does the etherial flame burn with 
undiminished ardour in my breast." Re- 
ferring to that part of the letter which 
recommended an active defence in order 
to save his life, the count wrote iii an^ 
swer, '' I have itone to make — I rest 
alone for justice on my general charac- 
ter-^the part I have acted on this great 
• tlieatre of the world as a man, and, I 
hope, a Christian. My life is of the least 
conc#rn — I have existed long: enough to 
l^now this truth, that I must resign it at 
one time or another. With this impres* 
^ion on my mind, 1 have endeavoured so 
*o prepare myself, for that common 
event which alike attends on all, as to 
procnrca pardon, not here, but herearfteir; 
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which I hope alone ta obtain from ihr 
mercies and intercessi^ons of our blessed 
Redeemer ! It is, therefore, an eveiv 
lasting defence, my royal sire, that lanr 
^mptoyed in — hot en one of sublunary 
interest. I contemn the very idea of it — 
so unworthy the name of an Anselmo. 
What t to become the vaunting herald of 
jny own praise ! to begtliat which is not 
worth the keeping — a* longer space of 
time to my mortal career4 Were 1 thus 
to act, the spirits of my glorious an-*- 
^estora would rise frem their graves t(^ 
jreproach me for my imbecility, and for 
ever brand me with the name of coward. 
*'If silence will condemn, therefore^ 
most surely I shall be its victim. Ta 
posterity. I leave my cause — they mu^t 
be its counsellors. When this hand, 
which now guides the unerring pen,. 
shall be withering in the dust, I look 
forward with hope, that all private ani* 
mosities, all public enemies to my re-^ 
pose whea living;, will then be at rest^ 

nor 



itor attempt to disturb the ashes of the* 
dlead^ which oaght ever to be held sa-- 
ef€6, assigned as they are to aa Aknightf 
Judge^ who will reward or pa^iish, ac>« 
wording to our just deserts/' 

the letter wate then fihished> with the 
customary mode of respect used to a 
loverdgn on such occasions^ and sent ta 
fbe palace. On the same day^ th« count 
likewise addressed another^ eommunica^ 
ttin to tbe senate^ respecting Montau^ 
bao^ whom he styled by the appellation: 
Of •' his «wi-in-toz«>." After eulogizing 
the merits of the youth, he offered fo» 
tend an immediate rar^som for hisrelease>. 
belietitig him to be devoted in his conn* 
try^s cause, and a zealous partisan. An* 
leimo received for answer — " No pro*- 
posal of that kind could be taken into 
(consideration, whilst the pubUc mind 
1ya» to irritated against hrm ; that all: 
)prdf€fSsions of friendship or good wilLto 
the tt^laiivet of the lamented general De 
Mpntauban^ would certainly .be deemed. 
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sn insult, atid must bring down their 
marked resentment, for such a boasted 
plenitude of power over the un'fortu-^ 
Bate/' 

Thus was the benevolent intention oC 
count Anselmo frustrated, and even stig- 
matized by the . overwhelming tide o£ 
public opinion. Having perused i^t witb 
much composure, he presented the paper 
to Luzzara, and said, '^ Read that, it will 
afford you some idea of the fleeting pas- 
sion of fame; momentarily lost as won— ^ 
but yesterday, figuratively speaking, I 
was the country's idol — a second Trajan> 
nay, great as Jove himself: you observe 
how they have reversed the picture;-— 
they have changed me into a crocodile^* 
a modern Atreus, from whom thej/ now 
shrink back with horror and dismay/' 

*' I have no doubt, my lord," replied 
the officer, " but that they will soon be 
obliged to acknowledge their error, and 
that the government will make you ample 
atonemeat/^ 

**That 
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" That S impossible, young man ; ther 
Irave opened a Wound, which it is not iir 
the power of any human being to cure-: 
WDdersland me, however, rightly/' "ifon- 
tinued Anselmo, supposing an unjust in- 
t'PfpTetaiion of the sense of those- words. 
''The wound I allude to affects myself 
alone: in my youthful years, some twen- 
ty years back, I gave a promise, and 
with it my word of honour, that I 
vould most religiously adhere to it.^— 
Frotn the various pursuits of ambition,, 
joined to^ the desultory life I led, that 
promise, the oath I made to abide by it, 
was. forgotten. I now remember it; 
and with it the sorrowful reflection that 
1 have broken it — thus,'' exclaimed the 
count, with sincerest anguish, " having 
departed from this sacred principle, with- 
out the d\r^ observance of which, discord,, 
and every attendant evil, is ever its con-^ 
•equence. In me, you have a personal 
proof of what I have asserted ; for I have 
nost surely brought misery on myself 
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and others, by the TJolationrof ftiat boitJ^ 
\f hicb> otherwise, would have been pre^* 
Tented.** 

""My lord/* replied Euzzara,^ mourn--» 
folly, "I must repeat my fortiier sentir- 
mention this subject; da not abandom 
hope ; the Wheel of fortune is ever chang-' 
ing; and I think we are, 'm ^eneral^ 
indebted for her favours,, when to our 
limited sight they appear at the greatest 
distance; Thia morning^** continued the 
officer^ in application ta the opinion he 
bad formed of human events, '^ I beards 
9iy lord, some satisfactory inteHigence 
q{ your old servant, signior Lusignasi ;r 
by which I understand that he is un-^ 
remittingly employed in elucidating the 
mystery of the late unfortunate occur-* 
rences, so destructive to your repose ;j 
and that, by this time, it is<«imagined 
Lusignan ha§ arrived in Saniinia." it 
faint ray of pleasure now appeared on; 
the countenance of Anselmo, at hearing 
this infotmatioa of his. secretary^ whoai 

ha 



he imagined had, in his adverse ~cin» 
cmnsfances^ deserted him — ** For what 
im>tive is Lusignan at Sardinia?"—*' Ta 
endeavour, my ford," replied the oflBcer, 
*' to trade out the abode of my brother 
Mar^ia^, who is apposed tahave been 
atfendihg on the last moments of general 
De Kfotitauban>; by that means> the real 
1 cauise of his death may be fuUy ascer^ 
tained, which will calnv the public mind, 
and restore you, my lord> to your wonted 
tranquillity/* 

Andetmii^ sighed hesivity, but made no 

answer. Lu2iz:ara continued, " I must 

confesi^ I am liot so sanguine as to the 

n^ith of sic^ior Lusignaa's inquiries ;- 

tiete having been a gre^t deficit in my^ 

bfofhi^r^s accounts with the gove? ument 

rf Piedmont, his abode, therefore, will* 

not be so easily discovered : the only 

due, likely to succeed, would be to learir 

ihat of my late father's friend ; his, how- 

, 6ver, was always a profound secret, as 

the appellation which signified his arrival 

m 
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in Paris berng only that of the * bene-- 
rolent strangep." 

The count now questioned, the officer 
if he had any personal knowledge of his- 
father's friend? — " No, my lord/' said 
Luzzara^ " I never saw him ; they used 
to meet each other at the Hot^l de Ville^ 
and that not more than three or four 
time^in my remembrance ; as it was by 
correspondence chiefly that the friend-^ 
ship was mutualLy sustained between^ 
them.** 

'* The loss of those papers you formerly 
mentioned is then deeply to be regret- 
ted ?" said the count. — " Certainly it is 
a most unfortunate circumstance/' re- 
plied Luzzara> " as the perusal of those 
letters might have elucidated many im^ 
portant points; at all events, they would 
have disclosed the name and abode of my 
father's friend^ which would have served 
as a clue to that of my brother/* Oa 
the count's inquiring to whonvthey were 
directed^ the officer said, to a banker ai 

Cagliari^ 
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Cagliari, named Sebastian^ to whom be' 
had lately written^ for the purpose of 
inquiring after captain MontebeUo, and 
whether (he packet delivered to that gen- 
tleman had ever come to hand ? " The 
answer I obtained," continued the officer, 
''was Tar from satisfactory; signior Se- 
bastian not havinir heard the least intel* 



h'gence of either.^' 

re 



Nor ever wiH, I suppose/' answered 
Ac count ; " we may, therefore, drop 
that subject, and introduce another more 
pleasing — the performance of yourpro- 
^Jnise, young man," said Aaselnao, jo- 
cosely; ^' iavoiMT me with a sight of the 
lady — the sea-nymph, with whom you 
hecame enamoured at the island of Asi- 
nara." — Luzzara, smiling at the allusion, 
replied, *' If I i:o«ld, Pygmalion-like, 
ha^e it animated into life, my lord^.I 
should indeed become its worshipper." 

" Well, weH, dead or alive," returned 
ihe count, " permit me to have a view 
4£)f her, wbich will enabJe me to judge of* 
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your taste, signior, in the Future sele6»— 
tion of a wife." 

'* Mine is irrevocably decided already-,'*^ 
«atd Luzzara, " for the world does notr 
contain a second Horatia!" — ^VSeveraL . 
thousands that will do just as well, believe- 
me/' said tlie count: " The charactersr 
of women beaV a great similitude to each 
other; for they are well apprized, that 
our term for a good woman, and the , 

•t)nly excellence we desire her to be 
possessed ofj is obedience, a ready 
compliance with our commands and 

-wishes, an employment quite sufficient 
to engross their whole time and most 
arduous attention, if they hope to suc^ 

'ceed in it. But this is from the purpose>" 
continued Anselmo; *' where is the por- 
trait, as, by your description of its 

'beauties, I expect to be highly gratified?" 

"Then, my lord," said Luzzara, *' I 

am fearful you will be disappointed^. 

imagination being ever superior to re- 

ality. I will^ however^ instantly bring 

you , 
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you my treasure ; and should I not be 
so fortunate as to restore it to its right 
possessor, I shaH consider^ your accep- ■ 
tanceof it, my lord, as an honour — some 
Irifling return for the debt of gratitude 
I owe/' 

*" More of that anon," replied Ansel- 
mo; and in a strain of gentle irony, 
continued — " Such long preface before 
lam indulged with reading the contents 
-of the enclosed, is, I imagine, signior^ 
to enhance its value." 

*' A truce, my lord, to your impa- 
tience," said the officer, taking the gold 
box from his pocket, and presenting it 
to the count. ** Within that casket is the 
invaluable portrait: judge not too se- 
verely, my lord; lightly suffer the faults 
to prevail — attend mostly to its merits; 
for in my opinion., it is a diefd'cetwre of 
the noble art of painting.*' 

It is impossible to delineate the va- 
rious sensations of Anselmo, as he pro- 
ceeded 4:0 search for ihe secret spring 
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/which confined this precious relic .of 
Luzzara*s idolatry. An universal treni- 
bling seized his frame, almost. to_disso« 
lution ; nor is it in the po:jiVer of words 
to describe the agony that count Anselr 
mo experienced, when his eyes beheld 
the miniature it contained. The pleasure 
he expected io receive was converted 
into grief and iimazement — his couri- 
4enance changed to a deathy palenests. 
Having viewed it forborne moments, he 
pressed it to his bosom, and v;ith tlie 
. <ear of anguish, exclaimed — *' Regretted 
saint! thy wrongs are now revenged-r- 
for Anselnao will never be at peace 
again/' Pride gave way to the soDer 
feelings of nature; and the lofty spirit, 
which even monarchs could-not subdue, 
was now completely conquered; he 
threw himself on a couch, and covering 
his face with his hands, in the extreme 
sorrow of his heart, wept aloud. 

Luzzara, although astonished, and en- 
during the most painful cqriosity to learn 

the 



tkcaose of this sudden afflicting change; 
yet so far respected the .silent grief 
of hfs noble prisoner, as to withdraw into 
an adjoining chamber, there to await 
tintil the emotions of anguish had sub- 
sided, and the serenity of his mind re- 
turned. 

Several hours now elapsed before the 
count could siiflBciently command his 
feelings as to receive company. Cap- 
tain Luzzara, on re-enteritig the saloon, 
could not avoid expressing the real con- 
cern he felt at his altei'ed appearance, 
so much for the worse, that be feared 
the most sertous consequences would be 
the result. Anselmo heard not the en- 
trance of the officer; hrs attention was 
still completely engrossed in examining 
the portrait, which had so augmented 
the distresses of his present unhappy si- 
tuation ; and even when the count did 
recognize him, and could gain courage 
to converse on the subject, his questions* 
and answers were so incoherent, as to 

yOL.JlI. D XSi'^^ 
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make Luzzara deeply lament the having 
presented him with so fatal a gift. In 
hopes of calming the troubled mind of 
the count, who was so ill at ease, he 
sincerely wished for the presence of his 
friend Rodolphus, andt therefore inti- 
mated ihe same, with an offer to sen4 
an express for him. This offer, how- 
ever, now. became unnecessary, for a 
servant entered the saloon, and announ- 
ced the aniv;al of signior Rodolphus— * 
the offiCer immediately withdre^w. 

Joy lighted np the woe-worn coun-r 
tenance of Anselmo, as he arose from his 
seat to welcome this friend c^ his youths 
in whom he had been accustomed to place 
the most unbounded confidence., They 
Temained in close discourse until near 
midnight. Part of their latter confer* 
ence was uttered in so high and menacing 
a tone of voice, as to be distinctly over- 
heard by the two officers in the adjoining 
apartnficnt. LuzzaFa, who entertained 
the most profound respect for the coun^« 

now 
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DOW Telt a great desire io interrapt these 
'warm altercations, particularly on ob* 
serving Rodolphus was the aggressor. Yet 
the fear of ofFending Affeelmo prevented 
^hat oiherwise his heart would have die- 

m 

tated; he heard Rodolphus charge his 
friend wrth ''cowardice;" and on an ex- 
planation being denf)anded as Xo that de« 
grading expression, he said, *' His mean» 
ing Was this :— -by your condescension to 
the senate, and humiliating offer in re- 
gard to the liberation of Albert de Mont- 
auban, you endeavour Xo purchase the 
gt)Iden opinionsof your judges; fearing 
^eath, you hope to escape from it by 
that kind of process, which, to an honour* 
able man, would be contemned and de- 
rided;" and continued — *' if you are 
innocent, boldly avow it— do not cringe 
and fawn, like a detestable parasite, Xo 
make every honest character ashamed of 
you !" — *' Such another word," exclaimed 
the enraged Anselmo, '' and I will send 
your soul to heaven ! I. cannot bear it— 

B 2 m^ 



52 AKSELMO. 

my brain's on fire. Is it for this I have 
counted every hour an age, until I em- 
braced my friend ; to repose my sorrows 
in a sympathizing breast, and alone from 
him to expect consolation ? and thus ar^ 
my expectations answered with threats, 
revilings, and contumelious treatment, to 
confer an additional and cruel weight to 
the misery I already suffer.'* 

*' It is your own conduct," said Ro- 
dolphus, in a more softened tone of 
voice, "that has produced it: What is 
Montauban to you? and what his mo- 
ther ?" He paused. — ''J\It/ wife !" reitei^a- 
tedi the exasperated Anselmo; " and may 
perditioa seize on those who dare to ut- 
ter a breath of calumny against so peer- 
less a woman !'* 

*' Come, come, these differences of 

« 

ours," he replied, with equal warmth, 
but leiss displeasure in his manner, " in- 
jures, the cause which our meeting was 
'intended to promote. If I am brought 
to Turin, merely to expatiate and lis- 
ten 
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ten to your extravagant encomiums on 
an Almeria^ fare you well— my time is 
too precious to be trifled away in coo* 
versation that is suited only to a bottle 
companion." 

The indignant Anselmo now rang the 
bell for his servant ; and in taking leave 
of Rodolphus^ said with great delibera* 
tion^ '' I do not stand in need of any 
further advice^ sir: what vou have al- 
ready conferred on me is quite sufficient 
— for it appears most clearly, that in a 
fancied friend I have found an inveterate 
foe!'^ 

Lights were now brought to conduct 
the count to his chamber; he then made 
an obeisance to bis enraged visitor, and 
instantly retired. 

Rodalphus was thunderstruck at the 
lofty behaviour of Anselmo, from whom 
he had expected, through the fallen^ state 
of his fortunes, and degraded situation, 
to have witnessed the most obsequious 
humility and contrition. This last act of 

D 3 Anselmo, 
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AnselmOj therefore, was the signal for 
everlasting enmity between these hereto- 
fore supposed staunch and insepara.ble 
friends. Discord, 'parent of factious 
deeds^ contentions, and tumultuous feuds, 
had now begun her iron reign of terror, 
to overthrow the mighty, and hurl the 
. innocent to the dust. It is grievous to 
record the fatal effects of public or do- 
mestic strife, in a world so suited for 
the happiness of every one who inhabits, 
tt; where an all-bountifuI Providence 
scatters plenty of every healing balm^to 
its creatures; and for their felicity, has 
adori^ the earth with every llixurious 
beauty, to gladden th« heart of man, 
and to excite him to gratitude and vir- 
tue. 

Captain Luzzara met the count as he 
ivas proceeding to his chamber: Anselmo 
grasped the hand of the officer, and trem- 
blingly said, — " My feelings have this 
day sustained a dreadful shock; I have no 
time, nor power, to communicate the 

cause 



cause of it at present, but only to re* 
quest the^ favour of your attending sig*, 
tiior Rodplphus, who is in the saloon ; 
wait for his commands^ and give orders 
to my servants to pay him every atten- 
tion whilst he remains an inmate in this 
dwelling — for/' and he hesitated, *' its 
master can never see him more." This 
last sentence appeared strongly to affect 
Anselmo ; he hurried away, la the hope 
of finding in silence and obscurity an 
oblivion of his cares and mental griefs: 
vhilst Luzzara, obeying his Instructions^ 
entered the saloon to attend on Rodol 
phus^ whom he saw standing by the fire, 
and from the reflection of an opposite 
looking-glass, he stopped involuntarily 
to contemplate the singular cast of fea* 
tures which it exhibited. 

The countenance of Rodolphus resem- 
bled in its appearance the agitated ocean^ 
tossed to and fro at the mercy* of the 
winds, foaming with" rage; whilst the 
clouds of blackened vapoiyr impending 

J) 4 0\« 
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over It, forebode destruction to all within 
reach of its fury. Impelled by a sudden 
thought to pronounce aloud what it 
suggested, Rodolphus stamped hh foot 
on the ground, and with his right hand 
uplifted^ exclaimed, *' I call on every 
power of heaveti and earth to nerve this 
arm with Herculean strength, that I may 
perform a deed fpr the benefit of maa- 
I^ind, and immortaliie my name for 
ever!"^ Tlje officer shuddered at the 
portentous import contained in his so- 
liloquy: in a faltering to.ne of voice, 
he now introduced himself to the notice 
of Rodolphus, who, on perceiving his 
reverie was interrupted, and his excla- 
mations perhaps overheard, started; atid 
apparently terror-struck at the appear- 
ance of Luzzara, inquired, in an inco- 
herent manner, '^What he wanted with 
him, his name, and business ?'* 

These ungracious questions did not, 
however, intimidate the gallant soldier, 
who had witnessed too much of the 

chequered 
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chequefed scenes of life to be easiljrera* 
barrassed at the assumed consequence of 
a superior. Between man and man, he 
saw no diflference^ or that they had a 
right to exact obedience for any thing 
but superior valour and virtue. The 
firsts Rodolphus might, he thought, have 
some pretensions to ; but as to the second, 
in his opinion, it was a matter of doubt, 
from the knowledge he had of his public 
character, which was that of inordinate 
ambition, and thirst of power, sources of 
every evil. ^On Luzzara's informing him 
of his name, and the message he was 
appointed to be the bearer, Rodolphus, 
gazing steadfastly on him, now calmly 
said — '* I shall be obliged to you to per- 
form the mission entrusted to you, as 
momentous affairs of state require my 
presence at the senate-house." This or- 
der was with alacrity attended to, Luz^ 
zara well knowing his departure was 
most devoutly wished by counf Anselmo, 

n 5 for 
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forvrBose welfare he was now more than 
cvci* interested in. 

-In a few seconds, the carriage was 
drawn up to the portico ; and as the of* 
ficer accompanied RodoTphus to the hall^ 
the signior thanked him for his polite- 
ness, and said — ^ You have an unpleasant 
office here, young man ; it will not, 
however, be of long duration, which, I 
should think, can alone reconcile you to 
the task/' 

*' Unpleasant indeed, my lord," re*- 
plied Luzzara, ** entertaining, a^ I do, 
the full conviction of the count's inte- 
grity and honour/* He was continuing, 
but Rodolphus interrupted him* by say- 
ing, '* When do you expect the trial will 
take place? Are the messengers returned 
yet from Sardinia ?*'-—:'* I believe I ^ni 
more likely to derive such information 
from you, my l6rd, being in the confi- 
dence of the noble senators, that are to 
be his jurors." This answer of the officer 

silenced 



silenced the inquirer^ who then stepped 
into his carriage^ and with the salutation 
to Luzzara of '^ BenedicHe, signior," and 
waving his hand in token of good will 
towards hifn> desired the postillion to 
drive with all speed to his residence^ near 
the Porfe de Suse. 

Luzzara, on joining his companion, 
recounted the courteous "behaviour of 
Rodolphus, from a wish^ as he imagined, 
to prejudice him against Ari^elmo. " I 
have no doubt of it;" said GondoIph6, 
*^ and likewise that the signior»»is a prin- 
cipal actor in the late proceedings of the 
sen2fte. A man of so ambitious a turn of 
mind can be no one's friend, believe me; 
and was I inclined to credit the ancients^ 
suppositions of the word Fate, I should 
say, that the destiny of our tioble pri- 
soner is to fall by the hatid of him whom 
he has raised to unprecedented wealth 
and honours." Luzzara accorded in.thm 
opinion, and mournfully said — ^^' Hoit. 
little are the gfeat to be envied, iNh&k^. 
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iheir Situation in life is duly appreciated! 
for under cover of that title, lays a world 
of restless cares, from which the poor 
dre exempted; indeed, lam philosopher 
enough, although I have not yet num- 
bered two-and-twenty summers, to be 
convinced that the virtuous poor are 
alone in possession of the blessings of 
this life; they enjoy civil liberty in its 
fullest extent; they can demand employ- 
ment, if in health, and when that fails> 
support/^ 

*' I confess / am not so great a philo- 
sopher, to fancy that adversity is the only 
road to happiness," replied Gondolph^ ; 
" your assertion requires to be more ac- 
curately defined by mathematics, before 
I can admit the truth of your doctrine; 
if it is so, from what cause does it pro- 
ceed ?"— ^'Because," said Luzzara, "even 
my short o^perience in human affairs 
tells me that we are less under the in- 
fluence of education than we are taught 
to believe. It is an hereditary evil ; it 

intoxicates 
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iigLtoxicates men with desires for power ; 
it perverts their minds with false ambi- 
tion ; and they are constantly oi> the 
brink of a great volcano. Revolutions, 
blood, and massacre, oft proceed from 
the same cause — the too-keen sense of a 
refinedjntellect, and difficulty of pleasing 
such savoViry palates. To explain to you/' 
continued Luzzara, '' why riches are in- 
compatible with a state of happiness, 
>vhich I repeat is verified by the variety 
of daily distressful scenes that take place 
in the world, the cause of which appears 
to me to proceed from the grand chap- 
ter of jacobinism, which brings an in- 
satiable thirst for dominion ; every one 
Vrould be master — ^^all striving to com- 
mand, but none to obey ; the ultimate 
. ruin of states and empires — * Sic transit 
gloria mimdi.' It ever has been so," 
continued Luzzara, ''and no doubt that 
our beneficent .Creator, who has formed 
the first principles of life, by which every, 
thing exists for its appointed t,ime, and 
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dies, who is all truth, goodness, and Jus- 
tice, could have made all mankind after 
his own god-like image, had he not had 
reasons, founded on the theory of nature, 
or first causes, for a time to allow vice, 
as well as virtue, to reign in the human 
breast." 

Gondolph^ acknowledged his compa- 
nion reasoned well on the subject, but 
that he was now too much inclined to 
sleep to be any longer attentive to such: 
sage demonstrations; they therefore se- 
parated for the night, and for some 
hours, repose spread her 'drowsy wings 
over the dwelling of Anselmo ; even its 
unfortunate possessor, nearly exhausted 
4s he was by fatigue, and accumulated 
sufferings both of body and mind, now 
likewise felt an inclination to court its 
seducing influence, and for a time wa& 
happy. 
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CHAP. IV. 

As in the sweetest bud 
The eating canker d-wells^ so eating lo¥« 
Inhabits in the finest wits of all t 
And writers say^ as the most forward bud 
Is eaten bjr the canker ere it Iblow^ 
£v«n so by love the yonng and tender wit 
Is turn'd to folly^ blasting in the bud ;^ 
Losing its verdure even in the prizne^ 
And all Ihe fair efiecti of future hopes. 

Shakespsais, 

At the morning's dawn, the cheerful 
^^m'Kebeat.on the distant hills; Ansel- 
nio awoke- at the well-known sound — it 
I>rought to his remembrance former days 
of glory, when gallantly leading his men 
to arms, for the prize of their religion, 
Aeir laws, and liberty. So farei» the 
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condition of man; alternate change. Jay 
and sorrow, in such quick succession, that 
what the heart accepts with gladness one 
hour, it may be denied the next; not 
always perhaps from the agency of ex- 
ternal circumstances^ but in the hidden 
monitor of the breast, more destructive 
to happiness than all the misfortunes^ 
which can possibly be inflicted on us in 
this mortal state; for where is to be 
found that being, who can suffer the ac- 
tions of his Jife to pass in review before 
him, and can so justify himself, as to say 
with truth, " My conscience is at rest?"^ 
The most depraved characters^ indeed^ 
hardened in the course of vice, have rao* 
ments that so condemn and terrify their 
souls, that life is rendered insupportable 
to them ; and often do they, to escape 
from this sad variety of evil; these tor- 
menting agonies of a wounded con- 
science, commit self-destruction; thus 
.accumulating their enormities by rushr 
ing unbidden into the presence of theic 

offended 
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offended Judge, without a hope> or aa 
expectation to dude their well-merited 
punishment. 

The very active life led by count An- 
selmo before his marriage with Almeria, 
in a great measure precluded that salu- 
tary habit of reflection, which is so ne- 
cessary to enable us to withstand temp- 
tation, and to surmount with honour the 
difficulties which may, at one time, or 
other, encompass, us in our earthly ca- 
reer. Now, however, it was far differ- 
ent; the deep solitude of his p^^esent 
imprisonment was well calculated for 
such employment; and many, he founds 
v?ere the acts of pride, vanity, and ne- 
glect of moral deities, into which he had 
unhappily fallen ; yet what more than all 
cruelly afflicted him, was the loss of the 
supposed friendship of signiorRodolphus. 
Almeria held the first place in his affec- 
tions, who indeed was.Joved with such 
ardour, thit Ke had been continually jea- 
lous with the idea that it was not reel* 

pvocal ; 
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procal: by that means endangering her 
repose and his own. Next to Almeris^ 

4 

the count revered Rodolphus; their early 
life had been the samcj they both studied 
at one university ; if either engaged i» 
argument, the other was sure to rise in 
his friend's defence; and no pleasure 
could be conferred on the one, without 
the participation of the other. This latter 
reflection, from the melancholy change 
which had succeeded to such a strict al-* 
liance, was madness — Anselmo instantly 
rang the bell for his servant, and desired 
to know if Rodolphus had departed ? On. 
hearing in the affirmative, he said, " Did 
he leave^no message ?"-r-" None, my 
lord. "-^'' Where are the ofl5cers ?'* and 
being informed they were in waitings 
the count then ordered captain Luzzara 
to be admitted into his presence, as- he 
had business of consequence to imparf> 
which must not be delayed, 

Luzzara immediately obeyed this sum- 
mons; the pale and haggard countenance 



of his noble prisoner^ who was seated at 
a writing-desk, looking over some pa- 
pe^, so distressed him, that he could 
scarcely articulate the following sentence 
<)f— " I wait your commands, ray lord/* 
The count answered, ** Young man, 1 
thank you ; respect and attention are so 
seldom found to be displayed in adverse 
circumstances, that I hope I shall have it 
in my power to reward you for such sit?* 
gular benevolence:" and continued — 
"my mind is so ill at ease, that my own 
thoughts are painful to me; solitude i& 
therefore trulv irksome — I cannot exist 
alone. The provocation I received last 
night from signior Rodolphus w^s be* 
yond all endurance; did he offer any 
apology?'* 

" My lord,*' replied Luzzara, " our 
religious doctrin£ says, ' Blessed are the 
peace-makers;' I do think so, when it can 
he done without a sacrifice of truth. — 
Your visitant appeared top much under 
^he influence of passion to listen to the 

cool 
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cool dictates of reason; his anger waff 
like unto a ship stranded on a desert 
coast, seeking with its brave supporters 
an untimely grave.. Pardon the simili^ 
tude, my lord/' said the officer, '' as il 
expresses my meaning better than in- 
plain forms; signior Rodolphus spoke but 
little*-^the storm raged within tdo vio- 
lently to permit the use of speech : he 
inquired if the day was fixed for the 
trial ? I answered," on thart subject I 
could not tender any information;^ he 
thea ordered his carriage, and with the 
customary mode of salutation, departed.** 
*' I expected no otherwise; his proud 
soul disdains to acknowledge a fault. Oh, 
sir,'* continued Anselmo, "there is not 
a man on this habitable globe that suf- 
fers such distress as mine." He then took 
from his writing-desk the fatal gift of 
Luzvara, and with extreme anguish^ 
whilst looking steadfastly at the officer^ 
repeated his question of the preceding 
morning — ** Do you pledge your Ifo- 

" nour 
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;i\p\ir as to ignorance of the real owner 
of this portrait ?" 

*'Jdo, my lord, most solemnly/* re- 
plied Luzzara. *' Then/* said count An* 
selmo, '' you are now to learn, that the 
hivaluable portrait is mine by ngW; I was 
its original possessor, and lisIosSj for more 
than twenty revolving years, I have deeply 
mourned; it was stolen from my cabinet 
at Valleroy, and the servant whom I 
suspected to have been the robber, I 
instantly discharged from my service." 
Luzzara was thunderstruck at this inti- 
. wation: the count continued — ''Sivr^pend 
your astonishment and remarks, until I 
recount to you the whole transaction/* 
. Anselmo sighed, as he again cast a look 
at the portrait, and then proceeded^— 
" My vanity whispere to jne, that by the 
living resemblance of this beautiful form, 
I was tenderly beloved; indeed, succeed- 
Wg circumstances proved its verity. It 
^as impossible not to feel gratified by 
the proud distinctipn. I exuked over 
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'successless candidates; for being in poff- 
session of the rich treasure of a plundered 
heart, formed by nature's finest m9uldy 
truth, virtue, and all softening endear- 
ments that can allOre the .mind, being 
entwined in every fol4 of it. 3uch then 
was Eleonora ; and a being sq perfect, 
you'll say,** continued the count, '* where 
could be found the man who would not 
pay homage to sq many transcendent 
charms united in the same person ? I ao- 
swcfr, that / was that one ; the passion of 
lovedid not reverberate to my heart— no, it 
Was cold as Mont Eda's snows:, the con- 
flict in the chaste breast of Eleonora be- 
tween pride and love was great indeed^ 
each contending for the mastery; but the 
latter was, to her sorrow, completely 
triumphant. Poor Eleonora ! not even 
the slav^rom Afric's clime, loaded with 
galling chains, could be more abject or 
submissive to the will of their tyrants 
than she was to my capricious fancy. It 
is painful for me/' said Anselmo, " to 

expatiate 
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expatiate on the subject; sufRce it, there- 
fore, to say, that continually witnessing 
the contending emotions she endured, 
intndeavouring to conrquer a hopeless 
passion, I became more compbcent — I 
pitied her: and from this kind of sym- 
•pathy, it at length grew to some degree 
of affection ; we were privately betroth- 
ed — and to calm her fears respecting its 
sincerity, I gave Eleonora a solemn pro- 
mise never to marry another; that even 
, should death deprive me of so true a 
friend, I would still keep sacred the vow 
I had made, and for ever cherish so dear 
a remembrance in my heart. War soon 
after called me tt) arms — I bade adieu to 
my love, and hastened to the field of 
Slory. Ambitious of fame^ and of an 
enterprising spirit, I quickly forgot eve- 
ry other claim to my attention. I re- 
ceived several letters from EJeonora ; but 
in the hurry and confusion of a military 
life, they were only slightly read^ short- 
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1y comiifiented on, and remained ui 
ans\vered, 

^' From that periqd," continued ll 
count, with extreme anguish, -' I da 
a^l the misfortunes which have since a 
tended me. I received, some weeks aft 
the last favour from Eleonora, a letti 
from the marchioness Laurentes, who w 
then with her husband on a visit to nf 
father at Valleroy ; amongst other ne^ 
which that lady informed me of, was 
melancholy account of the declinii 
health of my love, then likewise an i 
mate of the castle, by the marchipnes 
solicitation. From ihe enigmatical cc 
elusion, I judged that aU ray fears we 
realized. I would instantly have depa 
ed for Tuscany, but could not ohu 
leave from the duke of Savoy. I lost' 
time in forwarding answers, both 
Eleonora and the marchioness; a 
waited with the utmost impatience, 
hopes of more favourable intelligent 
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An awful pause^ however^ Succeeded 
their last communication. 

^'From an unfortunate wound I re- 
ceived in a skirmish with the enemy, I 
wasconfined to my tent for more thah 
a month, and during that interval of re- 
tiremenr, the long-expected letters ar- 
rived. With inconceivable dread, and 
forebodings of -a distressful intimationj 
I tore them open, and found the first I 
had received from nfiy servant was signed 
only 'Rodolphus/ Oh melancholy day 1" 
.exclaimed Anselmo, *' never to be erased 
from my reinenibitince— it announced 
the dt?ath of his sister Eleonora !'' 

"The ^ter of the present Rodolphusl" 
J^ow ejaculated the astonished officer— 
"your earliest friend! who, you say, held 
So high a place in your esteem, my lord ?" 

'' Even so," reptied the desponding 
count. — *^ I can scarcely credit the as- 
^rtion,*' continued the gallant youth; 
"and had I heilrd it from any lips but 
yours, I should have said they lied, and 

voL.*iij. X Wse 
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tiave Stamped the falsity in characters of 
fire ! I beg your pardon, my lord,'* said 
the spirited Luzzara, '^ for uttering my 
thoughts aloud, so boldly; yet I must 
say, that you have been much to blame, 
indeed greatly reprehensible," 
. " I know it/* replied Anselmo; ^^ and 
therefore admitting its truths I am not 
offended with you. Liberty in opinion 
is every man's right.; and where it is 
cherished, and held in veneration, that 
/ call a free country. 

*^ But learn further," continued the 
count, *' before you pass a sentence of 
condemnation. Concealment was ol 
absolute necessity, on account of my 
father's long and ardent wishes for me to 
contract a marriage with a lady, nearly 
related to the reigning duke of Savoy; 
another prevailing reason was my know- 
ledge of Rodolphus's aspiring mind, and 
lofty ideas o^ the consequence of his 
family being lineal descendants of the 
lioinau emperor Constantine. These 

motivesj 
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TOolives, therefore, were of sufficient 
'height to iViduce me to secrecy — Rodol- 
phus would have considered our attach- 
ment as a degradation. I valued him as 
a friend; the discovery, I thought, might 
have converted him into an enemy. I 
hAve lost no opportunity of serving Ro- 
dolphos; which, I trust, has fully balanced 
the act of my youthful imlfscretion. Al- 
though love was then a stranger to my 
heart, having made a promise, as a man 
• of honour I should have strictly ad- 
hered to it; that dereliction of principle 
H is which now continually torments 
^e; my conscience reproaches me with 
no other/* 

''Poor Eleonora !" sighed Luzzara. 
''Poor, indeed," replied the count, ''in 
^yery thing but love; and that assimilated 
'^Cf with angels; for never could I learn, 
^Uher from word or histpry, that passion 
^^tertained with so much celestial purity 
^nd softening lustre, as by Eleonora. To 
^berish a hopeless flame, is a resolution 
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SO uncommon in the female sex^ where 
pride^ and revenge for unreturned af- 
fection, too oft come to their aid, and 
banish every virtue we expect to see 
displayed in woman, that I may say, she 
was a ne plus ultra, possessing a firmness 
so truly heroical, that her remembrance 
(should the story of Eleonora be made 
known) must command the admiration 
of our sex, and be ever held in rever- 
ence, and truly commiserated/* 

''I perceive, my lord," said the youths 
" you have a mind sufficienUto do jus* 
lice to her virtues; and I have no doubt 
you deeply lamented her untimely death. 
Fity, therefore, at length gained the de*^ 
sired interest in your thoughts, to which 
love was denied?'* 

^*It did; and for many years," said 
the aflected Anselmo, " I have been ac- 
customed to visit her tomb, and to shed 
tears of contrition over the precious re- 
lic it contained. The rest must be a 
blank; except that the subtle god> wiios^ 

pow#r 



powc?r I have so often derided^ becait 
at last triumphant; and severely, in nn 
unbounded afTection for Almeria, have 
felt the effects of his, although suspend 
ed, yet never-failing vengeance/' 

Luzzara perceived thecontending era 
tions of grief and despair, which nc 
more than ever agitated the breast of tl 
noble captive; he endeavoured, ther 
fore, to recall the mind from dwelling i 
intensely on these unavoidable misfc 
tunes, by saying, that a rumour had ha 
circulated that morning in the garriso 
of the return of signior Lusignan fro 
Sardinia; and that his secretary had bei 
seen at the royal palace, for the purpos 
It was supposed, of imparting to the dul 
some important communication. '^ Pr; 
Heaven he may have been successful 
then exclaimed Luzzara ; and continue 
•'For the meritorious part you ha 
acted; my lord, in this dread accusatio 
according to my humble opinion, h 
been very differently thought of by tl 
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multitude; they construe your silence 
into an acknowledgement of guilty and 
say, 'If count Anselmo had been inno* 
cent, he would have avowed it; for 
, goodness is never fearful/ 'But/ says 
another, ' you forget his haughty and 
unbending disposition, when . in the 
height of power,, would never yiejd a 
single pointy or bend the knee, even to 
sovereignty/' 

*'Dothey taljc thus of me?'* interrupted 
Anselmo, his animated countenance now 
lightened up with honest indignation at 
the inconsistency of man, " /, who have 
passed half my life with undiminished 
ardour for the general good ; and is this 
the return they make for the many long 
nights of watchful care, and days of un* 
wearied study, that I have spent for their 
welfare, and my country's glory ? Oh^ 
fickle Fortune!" exclaimed Anselmo; 
" where is the breast in whicb thou de- 
lightest to dwell? Not with honour, for 
a single breath can destroy the noble 

fabric 



fabric thou hast so exultingly raised, 
thatnot even a vestige of it shall remain : 
not with power, fbr the moment it is 
grasped at, we are on the brink of de- 
struction: the more refined passions- 
love, friendship, and duty, are just as 
transitory: nothing durable, constant, 
or inevitable, but the grave — the com- 
pletion of all earthly expectations and 
rewards." ^ 

•' I grieve, my lord," said the officer, 
•* that my report should have "given a 
pang to your already- wounded feelings; 
xny aim for repeating the idle converse 
of our plebeian citizens, was to rouse 
y oil to a sense of your danger ; the sting 
of envy gradually spreads itself through. 
every vital part, and becomes infectious 
to all around ; ere we condemn thos^, 
therefore, who injuriously treat us, it 
behoves each to -reflect well on his own 
'conduct; self-examination at such a pe- 
riod is of great moment, to enable us 
to eradicate the growing evil: if that will 

B 4 ^Uwd 



80 AN8ELM0* 

Stand the test of inquiry^ and fTronoimev 
us unimpeachable, the succeeding efFort^ 
in my humble opinJK)n/' continued the 
officer, *' should be diligently to review 
the characters of those whom we may 
have admitted to our friendship and ua^ 
disguised confidence. Should the source 
of malice be found to owe its impetuous 
current to treacherous friends^ impostoi^ 
of that high and sacred calling, then 

• 

must the natural feelings of the heart be 
stifled ; our unfortunate prepossessions 
discarded without a sigh from our re- 
membrance ; and with, manly firmness^ 
before the face of the whole world, 
should we stand forward to charge them 
with their guilt, and undauntedly pro^ 
claim their ingratitude. In thus doing 
justice to our own character, we become, 
to use so common an expression, a land- 
mark, to guide the unwary from the 
vortex into which ourselves have ua- 
happily fallen." 

f^ Your observations and remarks are 

sa 



ANSELUO. 81 

SO pertinent and satisractory to nic," 
saidAnselmo^ ** that I shall undoubtedly 
follow them ; to retain a good name, \s, I 
fiod^ more difficulty and stands in need of 
more sagacious prudence^ than to acquire 
one." A servant now entered the room 
to announce the arrival oF a messenger 
from the duke of Savoy. The count was 
likewise informed of the return of his 
domestic Rubinelli from Tuscany. *This 
latter communication greatly agitated 
Anselmo^ who turning to Luzzara, ex* 
clairaed—v TliU day is the crisis of my 
faier He then requested the officer to 
withdraw for a short time, that he might 
collect liis thoughts sufficiently to reply 
tp the royal mandate. It was instanta^ 
neously attended to; they both left the 
apartment. 



# . 
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CHAP. V. 

Quid tacita versas 

licet ipsa sileas^ totus in volta dolor est. 

'^ Why dost thiou fear to speak? Why on thy cheeks 
t)oefl thus thy colour come and go ? And \vherefbre 
Art thou thus at a lo^s tp speak thy purpose ?'' 

A VERY short period allotted io silent 
contemplation^ enabled the count An- 
selmo to meet, with dignified composure, 
the wishes and commands of his royal 
master. On his entrance into the saloon^ 
the-messenger who was in waiting hum- 
bly knelt to deliver his credentials. An- 
selmo, surprised and softened at this 
singular act of humility^ said with much* 

urbanit}^ 
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urbanity, '* My good friend, you surely 
forget whom you are addressing ; I pray 
thee rise from that degrading posture — 
recollect yourself, times are woefully 
changed with mc since I last saw you ; I 
languish under the extreme displeasure 
of my sovereign. This act of respect 
suits not to the fallen great, therefore I 
again entreat thee to rise; do not mock 
me with pageant honours, lam weary of 
them/' 

The messenger, however, still refused 
to obey, until the count accorded a par- 
don to him for being delegated to pre- 
sent the royal duke's commands — " You 
have it ; and from my soul do I forgive 
you," said Anselmo; expecting, from the 
extreme tardiness, and apparent reluc- 
tance with which his orders werciBxecu- 
ted, that thiey must involve an immediate 
and private warrant for his execution. 

" Ah, : my noblte sire," replied the 
messenger, " when I reflect 6r\ the nu- 
merous acts, of ^benevolence I *bave re» 

s 6 ctv^^d 



84 <AK8ELM0. 

ceived at your hands^ I can scarcely e&.- 
pect it; and bad it not been for my wifd 
and family^ I ^vould sooner bave fled la 
some desart island^ or entombed myself 
in some mountainous cave^ than to baye 
been the person to undertake such 
a commi^ion.'" — ''No longer preface I 
beseech you," interrupted Anselmo; " it 
increases my anxiety to peruse the man* 
date, and doubles the weight of misery I 
already sustain. Whatever trifling ser- 
-vice I may have rendered you, is by me 
forgotten ; as to apology, therefore, I re- 
quire none: do your duty, and the debt 
is that instant cancelled." The Pied- 
montese, with trembling bands, and 
whilst the tear of regret stole down his 
furrowed cheeks, now therefore produced 
a written order from the senate, with the 
duke's signature attached to it. '']f it be 
a public demonstration,^' said the count;; 
as he received it^ '^ yoi^ shall hear iu 
contents/' 

After slightly perusing Ifae mandate^ 

he 
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he continued^ '* Cheer up, my good 
friend, you are not an unwelcome mes* 
senger; the senate has fixed this day 
month for a termination of all my trou* 
ties; rejoice, therefore, with me, that, it 
issonearat hand. The august. tribunal 
before which I shall appear, will decide 
the momentoua question of life or death, 
lam prepared for either: if they act 
^\ih justice, I shall' rise or fall worthy 
the name of an Anselmo ; thus fulfilling 
the sacred pledge I gave to my expiring 
father/' The count then dismissed the 
grateful Piedmontese, with renewed as- 
surances of his good will towards himself 
and family; and that he should not fail 
•o remember the affectionate solicitude 
Expressed for his welfare. 

*' Thus far all jjoes on well," exclaimed 
Anselmo, as the messenger departed; 
3nd then ringing the bell for Riibinelli, 
^<>ntinued " and now for intelligence 
ffona my beloved Almeria, who, by a 
Grange incotfsi'stency, becomes doubly 
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clear to my hearty for the very sufferings 
I on her account endure/* The entrance' 
of Rubinelli was gladly welcomed by 
the count. Joy once again sparkled in 
his eyes, as he inquired of him with ea- 
gerness—^" What news from Tuscany ? 
How fare all at Valleroy ?" — " Have I 
permission to impart it?" replied Ru- 
binelli, in a low tone of voiqe, as if 
fearful of being overheard. — " Cer- 
tainly,** answered Anselmo, somewhat 
surprised at the question. '' Why do you 
doubt It ?" — '* Because, my honoured 
master," said he, " this once, hospitable 
mansion, in which the helpless and af» 
flicted of human kind were ever sure 
of being succoured and protected, h 
strangely altered, I meet no one but 
what frowns on me; several ill-tooking 
fellows asked me my business? artd when 
I said, my lord, that I was your servant, 
and that I remembered you froni a boy, 
having been steward in your family for 
more than forty years, they answered-— 

' Then 
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'Then you are bid — and consequently 
good for nothing/ The jackanapes ! I 
coiilcl have soon taught them a different 
language, 4f I had not been afraid of un- 
pleasant consequences that might have 
attended to yourself, my lord." — The 
count smiled at the warmth with which 
ke had spoken, and said, '' They are 
not so bad as you imagine, RubinelU. 
It is their employment which gives iher]i 
that ferocious appearance, and makes 
them behave with so little courtesy : 
come then, to the point — the success of 
your mission ; how is my wife, the coun- 
tess Anselmo? Did you see her? Is 
she in health ? speak quickly, or I shall 
die with apprehension/' Kubinelli ap- 
peared to want breath to answer these 
interrogatories of his master. 

"What is the matter with you?" said 
Ae count angrily, supposing his silence 
^rose from harbouring resentment to- 
*^ayds the soldiers, who had, as he thought, 
Unmannerly treated him; and continued. 
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" Why do you not reply to my question$^ 
Have you delivered the letters that I gayi 
you in charge ? Where are the answer 
to them?"—" My lord/' said Rubinelli 
with yet more trepidation—" Lhave nc 
letters; I did not receive any written 
communication whatever: il has been 
with great difficulty that I escaped even 
with life!" This account petrified An- 
selmo with horror; he could scarcely 
command his feelings sufficiently to listen 
to the conclusion* Rubinelli having 
T)ow gained more courage, went on — *' I 
obeyed your orders, my lord, with the 
utmost punctuality : I gave your letter 

directed to the countess into her own 

» 

hands; and by the desire of her ladyship^ 
i departed instantly to the monastery of 
Santa Maria, to deliver the other to the 
confessor Lodovico." Perceiving the 
count now about to interrupt him in his 
narrative, he said, " Pray, my lord, be 
patient, whilst I detail to you the events 
which have unfortunately taken place at 

Valleroy ; 
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Valleroy ; my memory often fails me, 
and therefore if I am hr.rried, or in the 
least interrupted in my discourse, it es- 
capes mc entirely." 

The agony of mind the count ffelt on 
being apprized that some heavy misfor- 
tune had attended his family, togethter 
with the tediousness of the relating it, 
. Vfasextreraely distressful, even to Ru- 
binelli: he lamented to occasion such 
sufferings, yet, from the natural garrulity 
of age, and a prolix method of delivery, 
there was no alternative. The count 
Anselmo, therefore, with arms folded, 
and eyes bent to the ground, leant back 
on his chair, and remained quite pas* 
sive; and did not even utter a single ex- 
clamation during the following relation 
of his steward : 

"Having executed her ladyship's com- 
mands, as to delivering your letter, my 
lord, at the convent," said Bubinelli, *' I 
^ about to return to the castle; and in 
o\y way thither, looking towards the roa4 
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which leads to Savoy, I behdd several 
armed men OJ3 horseback, advancing in 
the direction to Vallerojj : from niy be- 
ing on the brow. of. the mountaiD^ 1 
could distinctly observe their motions ^ 
to my infinite astonishment, I saw thent 
soon after approach the castle gate, anti 
apparently holding up a' paper to -de^ 
mand admittance ; the drawbridge wacs 
then let down, and they all entered* I 
quickened ray pace, to inquire of the 
centinel their business? I strongly 
suspected, from their martial appearance> 
they were a troop belonging to the Pied- 
moritese government; and indeed I was 
not deceived, for the centinel told mre 
they were officers of justice, and that 
he did not dare refuse them admit<^ 
tance, having produced an order from 
the duke of Savoy, to take into custody, 
as they said, Almeria, countess Ansel* 
.mo.'* Rubinelli paused in his narratioq> 
from observing his master now totally 
forgetful, in his opinion, of the dignitjr 

• o£ 
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of manhood, and lost to all the firmness 
incident to the sex — Ansel mo shed tear.«K 
Bubinelli was not devoid of feeling ; 
but never to his recollection, as he was 
often wont to say, '' had he been gwlty of 
such a womanish weakness." It is cer- 
tainly uncommon / to find otherwise in 
the uneducated peasant; refinement of 
intellect aloYie being the source of such 
sensibility. 

He, however, soon resumed his nar- 
rative, by saying " I knew it was no use, 
my lord, to interfere with such an armed 
banditti. I therefore concealed myself 
in the woods till near midnight, from 
the hope that I should be enabled at that 
time to entpr unobserved into the castle. 
The night was so dark and stormy> that 
I could scarcely distinguish one object 
from another : after watkiering about for 
a long while, I perceived by the moon, 
which was visible at intervals, that I had 
OTived at an old building, which, from 

Its gothic appearance, I concluded to be 

the 
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the casde^ I then bcg^n considering 
what manner I might obtain admittanc 
the niost plausible I thoirght of for t\ 
purpose, was to represent nfyself as 
relation to the housekeeper^ and tha 
had brought her the distressing news 
her son's death at the battle of Suza. 
Itnew^ ray lord/' said Rubinelli^ /' tl 
Theresa would instantly comprehend i 
meaning; and that such intelHgen 
could not alarm her^ because she I 
no son. I just then heard the sou 
of a carriage, apparently coming wi 
great speed towards me ; I therefore ; 
longer hesitated; and on approachi 
nearer, I found the door half open, a 
resolutely entering, I saw/' continn 
Rubinelli, in a trembling tone of voti 
as if the remembrance of that night h 
greatly shocked his feelings — '' a Uj 
glimmering at a distance : the mooa m 
shone so bright, that I,could distinc 
perceive surrounding objects/ when 
my great astonishment, I found mys 
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in anoble apartmenf, that once appear- 
ed to have been splendidly ftirnished^ as 
the remains of it did indeed sufficiently]': 
testify. 

i , "You may easily judge, my lord, the 
i^ODsternation I was in/' said Rubinelli, 
to his likewise agitated master; for An- 

• «dmo well knew by the description that 
it was the saloon of the temple he had 

■ cSlered. 

\ "I i^as quite at a loss how to act, for 

; 5t was evident," continued the old man, 

\ "'that I had committed some mistake, it 

iu)t having the least appearance of being 

inhabited, every thing was so damp> and 

in so ruinous a state: through the in* 

terstices of the walls the ivy had- crept, 

^nd hung in festoons oven the windows, 

and other parts of the building. Whilst 

I I Was in this dilemma, I thought I heard 

■ ^veral voices, and by the sound con- 
f eluded they must be Very near Xo me ; 

Ae light became more visible — it was 
{Proceeding from a long subterraneous 

p:issage» 
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passage, and appeared only at* ii 
the door which once had led to 
^\& spacious room was fallen, 
fragments lay scattered on the 
From the increasing blaze of tb 
I drew farther back, and concea 
self behind some hangings. Ir 
minutes after, my lord," said Ri 
^' I saw three men approach, eac 
ing a wax taper, and from their 

ance and dress, I concluded the 

• 

monks of the order of St. Juln 
discovery somewhat relieved re 
as to personal safety. Whilst I 
bating whether it would be advi 
make mj^elf known to them, an 
their assistance, they were again r 
from my sight; and shortly after 
a door unbarring ; it created hea 
its hinges as it opened ; and then 
ing attentively, I could hear the 
descend a few steps; the ligh4i 
gleamed on the walls, 'and in i 
instant I wa^ left in complete darki 
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solemn silence previailed amongst them 
during their employment, and my cu- 
riosity being still more excited from this 
circumstance, 1 endeavoured to find my 
vay to the door from which they had 
fecended; and at length, with great 
difficulty, I succeeded so far ^8 to note, 
my lord/* continued the old man, ^'that 
itfras a burial-place; and to observe the 
ibonks were stationed at measured dis- 
tances, holding each a taper. At first, 
'supposed it to be some particular noc- 
turnal ceremony; but whilst I was in this 
train of conjectures, I saw a sight which 
<^hilled my heart with horror. At a mo- 
^nt; the whole building became illu- 
tninated; and the desolate apartment I 
n^d just left in an jnstant exhibited an 
extreme splendour! It was the Host; a 
'ong train of the monks- of St. Julian 
f^ollowed the Holy Cross ; and on their 
Approaching nearer, my lord," said the 
^'^embling Rubinelli,/' I found it wasj 
the last flad obsequies in honour of the 

dead" 
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dead " — "Almeria?'* now interrupt 

the , frantic count Anseloio: -and co 
tinned '' Tormenting fiend ! HI he^r J 
more; was it for this that I have be 
listening for ages with complacence 
your rhapsody ? and was it for this tl 
I sent you to Valleroy— to tell me tl 
I am a wretch for ever ?" 

Poor Enbinelli, terrified at ihese in< 
hcrent ravings of Anselmo, now fell on 
knees to Implore for pardon ; and sa 
*' My ever-honoured master, I have t( 
the truth, and nothing but the truth, 
help me Heaven ! and if you would, \ 
lord, only hear the remainder — — ' 
*^ Go on then, sir," answered the i 
asperated count. — *' I will, my lord, wt 
my breath will let me."* 

Anselmo, as it appears, from his i 
patience, did not consider that his ( 
mestic was much advanced in years; a 
if, at that period of life, our mind is 
fected by harsh interruptions, it son 
tioaes chases away every remembrance 

I 
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{^events; it was not ^Xidctly so with 
Rabinelli^ yet it confused^ and so agi- 
tated his spirits^ as for some minutes 
totally deprived him of the power of 
speech: he however shortly recovered 
Umself^ and in continuing the narrative^ 
«aid, '' At the sight of so melancholy a 
procession^ my lord, I suffered then just 
^ you do now. I had not the power of 
-escaping from it ; my limbs were nerve- 
JesSy and sinking beneath their weight, 
^nd the variety of emotions which assailed 
tne, I fell prostrate on the ground. . 

"On* my recovery,*' he continued, 
^' to my great astonishment, I found that 
Ihad eluded the notice of the monks; 
for on my rising again, I could distin- 
^^uish, by the faint glimmering of the 
^apersy which were almost extinguished 
in their distance, they appeared directing 
their course towards the chapel of Santa 
.>^aria, as I had no doubt of the subter- 
*>aDeous passage leading to that convent. 
Mj fears being in part relieved by this 

VOL. uu F circumstance. 



ctreumttincei to eicape from Hke da 
like locne, I tougbl every method to 
trace the ytuy I had entered^ but in r. 
On the moon again lending her blei 
lights I discovered the source of my 
rori that I wm in a strange apartmi 
•containing a marble bath ; on the i 
Aice of the water, which was much sf 
Itatedi I taw* something white, and 
eloier inspect! on, I found it to be a f 
Vtt of papers ; they laid near the a 
t^r the bath ; I stooped, and picked th 
iip : the dawn now just appearing^ th 
5vas suRkient light for me to read i 
inscription :^* JfaWifid memento cf: 
reunited Iwe, orthehUtoryof Elemiora 
the remainder was a blank, my lot 
said Rubinelli ; he then paused in 
narration, from observing the count 
ance of Anselmo change to a livid ps 
nets, whilst he repeated his former woi 
^* Go on, and where and when will yt 
tormenting accounts be finished ? I 
weary of them/* 
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''|f I offead yov, my nplAe lord/' 
ii?plied Rubinelti^ " by my simple but 
honest endeavours to ;icquaint you with 
«vcry thing that befel mc on my journey 
into Tuscany^ and in recpunting the va-. 
liety of jmisfortuii€|s which happened to 
ne at VaUeroy, my Ups ^re :now closed 
on that subject for cv^r." 

The count could not but notice the 
firmness with which his steward had last 
spoken ; and asj from the natural loqua* 
city of age^ there was no alternative to 
obtain possession of the sequel of Ru- 
bioelli's ^dventures^ but from z riegular 
detail of tibein, he was oblig^ calmly to 
submit to ibis dilatory mode of proceed- 
^Si a^nd thereforej with Icssimpetuosity^ 
AnselipdQ agwn: desired he would con* 
rttjoe. 

Tjijs cpinmand was promptly obeyed^ 
5» follow^ i*^" I could not be induced 
tO'iiieliin'quish my prize^ from the wish of 
preserving it ior your inspection, my 
lord/' said Eubinelli J *'and therefore 
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havfng carefully concealed it bene 
^y cloak, I agaiil sallied forth, on 
-serving, at the end of a long vestibule, 
door at which I had entered the buiMi 
The passage was very gloomy, and 
inconceivable dread of yet being ' 
tected asa robber, before I could le 
the place, still agitated my spirits, 
proceeded with great fear, but had 
gone far, before I fancied that I he 
footsteps behind me, rapidly approa 
ing. A heavy and lengthened groan 
deep distress then assailed my ears ; i 
the next moment my flight was arrest 
by a cold, .damp hand of some pen 
laying hold of me by the shoulder: ; 
blood even now freezes at the recoU 
tix)n >of it," ejaculated RubineHi. 
instantly dropped the papers I bad 
ainduly taken, arnd begged for my li 
The figure then stood before-n^e ; whic 
.can, and shall most positively assert, to* 
end of my being, was not of hun 
kind. My>limbsjshrunkal the specti 

tou 
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touch. It was of gigantic height^ enve- 
loped from head to foot in black; the eyes 
of the figure emitted fire, as it spoke^ in a 
hollow, sepulchral tone, to this effect, that 
death awaited me for my bold attempt at 
searching the sanctuary of departedspirits» 
"I confessed my <:rime/' said Rubi- 
nelli; " disclosed my real intentions for 
coming jto Valleroy; and implored, with 
bended knees, that before I died, I might 
be permitted to acquaint my revered 
master with the melancholy fate of the 
countess Anselmo. — Now mark, my lord," 
he continue, with eagerness and won- 
der painted on his countenance, ^' the 
answer of the spectre : — • If I do spare 
thee the punishment impending over thy 
^ad, thou must abstain from evil, and 
do good. That moment it is forgotten, 
or departed from, I shall be again with 
thee — ^nd for ever'/ The spirit then 
Concluded in a more commanding voice, 
^£re the sun is risen, thoii must leave 
YaUeroy ; on thy return to ihfi count An- 

V 3 selmot 
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Nclmo, %»y xWxr^^Almem ti ttMwtd io 
llbertjf. The fmovHU of IteoMi Uoea 
(n the mmMom of ptaee and detmd gto* 
^y/' The cli-wdrul form thtn instantty 
vanished ; and I> my lord*/' aaid Rttbl« 
Yietli, ''dra^ged^ although i^tth extreme 
difflduky, my trembling feet to the en- 
t)*ance of this spiritual sepulchre; and 
before the sky was even tinged v/ith the 
rays of the sun, I was (thanks to the 
Holy Virgin I ) at a considerable distance 
fi*orti the haunted casftei and a^atti ott' 
my journey tot Turin.'' Thtaa eanelad^tf 
RublMciK'i adventiirea at Ynlkttif. 

thi cdttflf, for atf nie iiHtt arterwird*, 
iM mmitfatln^ on the lAyaterioUft recep^ 
ticw he had ttiet with In the timp\e ; yet 
a^n AnsttrrtA cherished the idea df the 
Unr cif his beloved Almeria having been 
apii^d, through the friendly interpoMitioifk 
frf the eonfettOi* LodtfVleo. On his i in 
qUiry whethef the letted ta him had htftttf 
jMillonally delivered ? RirbineHi artsweN 
ed> '^Tfyat iKe^oAfeMif wa^at yeapersi 

it 
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itiw tMrefbre given in charge to the 
porter of the convent gate.** Yet thp- 
co«fit flattered himself that the monk had 
•veMually received ifj^ and acited accord-^ 
kg to his vrishes. The supposed .visipn^T 
^ ftf>pearaQce he concluded to be Lo-^ 
dovico, who had assumed that character 
tah^rdn Rubinelli from Valleroy, witb 
btelljgence of the safety of the cojuntess^. 
^to elude 4he notice af the of^cers.. 
Tiie greatest mystery, therefore, in his* 
opinion, was the papers found by his 
«^eward, with the written signature ojU' 
them of Eleonora. The count had been* 
fci^g apprized of Lodovico having em- 
braced a monastic life^ through an un- 
fortunate attachment; and therefore, the 
only way he could solve that enigma 
Vas, by supposing the object of it to be 
the ill-fated Eleonora Rodolphus: and to 
divert his mind with the continual re- 
membrance of a youthful passion,, he had 
Written the history of her life, which was 

F 4 accidentally 
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accidentally dropped in the apar 
and found by Rubinelli. 

Trifling as were these sowrces c 
tification to the count Anselmo^ fn 
uncertainty attached to them, yc 
helped to allay the violent emoti* 
his griefj in regard to the amiable 
ria, and to confer on his heart a flul 
presage that he shouM be again re 
to her, the storm of sorrow dii 
and that the evening of his life mij 
serenely pass in the enjoyment of < 
iTc felicity. 
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Semp«r ad eTentfuh ftstinat. HOEACt. 

They tell the taie;^ thb tale in teOing gitdwsi 
And each lelater adds to what he knows ; 
Rash error, K^t credqlityy are here. 
And causeliess transport and iU-founded fea»; 
New-raisM sedition, secret whispers hlown- . ^ 

By nameless authors, and of things unknown m , 
Fune sdl that's, done in hcav'n, earth, ocean, Tiew$» 
And o*er the wbfld still hunts around for news. 

* 

Garth's Ovixh 

■ » • ■ 

SiGNiOR Rod'olphus failed not to iittend 
an the succeeding night the ateemblage 
of the nobles at the senate-bodse, which 
was for the expriess purpose of exatnihing 
the witnesses both in* favour and against 
Ae <^ount Anselmo* Rodoli^Viwi xvf^ 

F 5 \OTV^\ 
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longer thought jt necessary to conceal 
i^tV sentiments respecting the crime witF 
which Ahselmo. was charged; Jie addressee 
the senators in a speech of considerable 
length, which went to prove, that how« 
ever deeply he might lament the fate ol 
his friend, yet,' from having ever held 
himself to be the proud abettor, of thi 
people's rights— a strenuous advocate foi 
ju^ticej under whatever form 6he appear- 
ed— he, Rodolphus, would not incur so 
heavy a resporisibiKty as that of attempt- 
ing to screen an acknowledged ddin- 
quent; and fcdtitinued— the proofs ol 
guilt "^Tt so itiatiy and manifest, thai 
he must repeat, howevef inclined he 
might h^ve formeHy been to favoui 
couhf Atiselmo, on the score of earlj 
friendship, yet, in a public cause> in whicli 
his countrymen v^ere - (concerned, • h< 
would b^ the first to p^s9; a cfeti^nce ^ 
codd^mo^ion on him. '^ Yoi| display t 
Rotnan Spirit," if^tefriTptcd one of fb(e 
ienat^rSs; /' Private f!9etiu|;s mu^t give 

v^ay 



Hfjy to public good^ or el^e* to 8;ive one^ 
it may cause the sacrifice of thousands. 
/uj|t laws abolished^ or not attended to, 
bring disorders into a state ; and those 
parpetually recurring^ increase at length 
to 10 alarming a height, that sanguinary 
revolutions are alone their completion^ 
9xA with them has ever been the destruc- 
tion and final overthrow of all great em- 
pires. The syateip of legislation^'' the 
noble senator continued, *' is of so ex- 
quisite and singularly delicate a con- 
struction, that if one only of the springs 
of this vast machine be wanting, or rusty 
from disuse, the whole fabric falls to 
pieces. Lenity, in the present instance^ 
^ould produce that effect— crimes would 
increase; for if pardon be conferred on- 
one so accused, because allied, perhaps^ 
to noble kindred, or claiming it from a* 
consideration of former virtue, it must* 
\)e given alike to all : a nation so disi* 
posed becomes at length the horde of 

F 6 ades* 
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a destructive banditti, lost to honour 
sense, and morality/*' 

Sigxiibr Rodblphus perfectly agreec 
mth the sentiments of the last speaker: 
but in further tendering His advice foi 
the prosecution of tlieir high design, W 
recommended it to be performed in ac 
private a manner as possible — '* Tcannol 
expect, my noblie lords,** he diffidently 
said, '^ that any ffiendly remonstraticc 
can avail with you to relinquish so truljr 
just a procedure;- yet, T trust; from the 
envied situation I hold in your regards, 
that, you will spare me, as being the un»- 
fortunate fHend^ of the state prisoner, 
:ile wilnessiiig so melancholy a, conclusion 
of our amity/*^ 

The senators^ unanimously applaudi^d 
thev worthy feelings expressed -I'by Rodol^- 
phu8, unitedly towards his country and 
Anselmo, and accorded iti the justice of 
his request. A letter, received from thi^ 
duke of Ss^voy for their consideration^ 

wa»i 
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11^ then read, and commented on; in 
which were given^ as efficient reasons for 
debymg the pending trial of count An* 
seimoi the npn-arrival of the messengers 
sent to Sardinia ; and the absence;^ from 
HIness, of signior St. OrvilW, a princi*- 
pal witness in faiFoUr of tfaeir noble pri^ 
soner. 

" St. Otviil^ his champion V e^ir 
claimed one of the members. — *' Yes/' 
^plied Rodt>]phus9 with great indigna>- 
tian; '/ he basely bartered away his sis*- 
^*s happiness for lucre; she ^as led 
^kea lamb to the altar ofi sacrifice ; An^ 
Belmo purchased his wife as they do the 
•laves of Africa; and for hec superior 
beauty he has dearly paid;*' 

"One Lusignan," said a'Senator:^ " for- 
Jtter secretary to the count, is likewise to 
^pear in behalf of Anselmo-; he has 
lately obtained an audience of his royal 
^'ghness^ and- immediately afterwards set 
^^t for Cagliari, from which place' he 
^*d but just returned/'-^f' It is bul 
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right/^ said another/ *' that the oouat 
should have every advantage his situation 
will admit of; the duke^ therefore^ witH 
his usual benevolence^ graats the per? 
mission of a free access to the prisoner; 
the society of friends will tend to bofieQ 
the rigours of his confinement/' Th« 
three principal witnesses in favour of thd 
prosecution were then severally ex* 
amined; and after havinggiven in thdr 
tf^stimonies^ . which^ however^ were exr 
iremeiy vague ancl unsatisfactoryi the 
senators announced the exact time apr 
pointed for the trials and then adjouror 

Signior Rodolphus^ on hi!s return home^ 
employed the remainder of the night in 
writing letters to his family at Oldenzo* 
During the interval of quiet which w^ 
now to ensue, and the momentous d^ 
which was to decide the fate of the count 
Anselmo, Rodolphus gave orders to bjs 
servants not to admit any person what-» 
€ver into his presence^ excepting ornc, 

named 
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named Hermanus, to whom he had of 
htt been particularly attentive^ and 
V[k)B whom he had conferred the most 
^gnal favours; stating as an efficient 
reason — "That thesufTeriogsof Anselmo, 
once his most'esteemed friend, had in- 
disposed him from attending to any kind 
ef business, until he heard that the count 
i^^ai^fely relieved from all his troubles^ 
vhibh wonld thin set his kniiid at ease.'! 
Tim sechisfon, and apparent sorrowing 
of atgnior Rodolphus, appeared highly 
commendable. He received daily reports 
nspecting the health of Anselmo, which 
were always to the following effect :-**^ 
-' That since the late indulgence granted 
bynhe duke> he had hourly improved 
Wh in health and spirits ;** .indeed there 
^ no time to indulge melancholy re^ 
Section, for his mansion was now con«» 
ttmially crowded with the most distin^ 
gsished personages of both sexes. The 
^e Gff fortune had again changed in fa« 
Vour of the count Anselmo ; and every 
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one anticipated with certainty a st 
eessful termination^ as to the dreadi 
charge laid against him ; and his triump 
ant return to office, and the dignities- 
the state; 

The second question^ which apparei 
}y became of consequence in the opinii 
of Rodolphns^ was to inquire whetii 
intelligence had' been 'receiYed of^ 
bert de Montauban f- It was public 
known^ that prince Bugene bad offer 
two French officers of rank in exchan: 
for the brave youth r but' as yet 1 
royal highaessi had not received ai 
communication from* their governme 
on the subject. To these answers^ H 
dolphus ever observed a guarded silenc 
whatever hts thoughts were^ he possess^ 
too much worldly knowledge to expit 
them ; and therefore during these pa^ 
ing occurrences, he appeared to rema 
4|uite passive and indifferent to evei 
thing that concerned tfaem; 

CHAl 
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. CHAP. VII. 

Wheresoever I turn my ravish'd eyts, 
Gay gilded scenes and shining prospects vise ; 
Pottic fields encompass- me around, 
And still I seem, to tread on classic ground. 
For here the Muse so oft her harp has strung. 
That not a mountain rears its head unsung ; 
Reoown'd in verse, each shady thicket grows^ 
And •v'ry stream in heavenly numbers flows. 



See how the golden groves around me smile,. 
Ibtt shun the coast of Britain's stormy isle ; 
Or, when trimsphinted, and preserv'd with care, 
Corse the coldcliine, and starve in northern air. 
Here kindly warmth their mountain juice ferments 
To nobler tastes, and more exalted teents ; 
B'en the rough rocks, with tender myrtle bloom. 
And trodden weedfr send but a cieb perfume. 

Addisok^ 

WfliLST these events were passing at 
turini^ Eleanw bad recov:ered from her 

indispQftv\ioxw 
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indisposition^ sent her lotlg thought ol 
letter to theconfessor Lodovko^ and bad 
commenced her journey with inadamc 
Rodolphus to Arezzoi Having beea 
unaccustomed to travel^ every scene in 
this part of Tuscany was new, and coo- 
sequently attractive to Cleanor; as th€ 
only change df abode she could retnem* 
ber was» the being transplanted from the 
fostering care of her nurie at MilaUi to 
be immured within the aanetuary of San- 
ta Maria« 

The first part of the journey they pro- 
ceeded but very slowly, owing to the 
narrow an4 almost iBaccessible tr4(^oi 
country they were obliged ta pa^s werj 
the mountains exhibited a forh^ru and 
dreary «8peet^ bill the perepective from 
so elevated a region amply repaid that 
inconvenience.; it was strikingly beau- 
tiful and grand. Towards the soiuhand 
the west appeared the rocky shores ol 
the Mediterranean, wbpse waves roSected 
'the sparkling hrilliancy of an aUrcheerian 
' «« sun i 
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Biin ; and towafdii the north, the Cam* 
pfl^a of Rome, with majestic beauty, 
Bfresfed the wondering sight; where, 
gtiding in meandering stream, the gen* 
tie Tiber foiled its ceaseless course, 
its picturesque banks adorned with in« 
numerable villas and splendid palaces. 
The aimosphe)re was so clear, scarcely a 
cloud vapoaring beneath these rocky 
[ Mghts, that the most trivial objects be- 
I" ctmt diie«t;Aiblei and oF interest to the 
[ tN^li*ev whole purtuita in life being 
; Mwidfly di^bre nt frdm each other, they 
hi tberefere but little tdse to co*verse 
■ ofi except descanting on the sublimity 
. of the surrounding prospect. The re« 
bollowing roar of an avalanche not far 
off was awfully grand and impressive: 
the flocks and herds grazing on the side 
of these' stnpeirdfous mountains were 
flying in all directions to the vallies, to 
seek shelter from its destructive influence. 
Eleanor trembled as she surveyed it, sup- 
posing they were in imminent danger ; 

imadaovc 
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madame Rodolphus, however, calmed he 
fearsi by saying f he road did not lead tba 
way ; and pointing out to her, about ; 
league distant, Arezzo. '' If will afTon 
me pleasure/' she replied, *' to visit it 
from being the birth-place of the im 
mortal Petrarch, whose works I so mud 
admire. Petrarch,'' again continues 
Eleanor, *' who could so well describ 
the pangs oF injured innocence^ or th< 
Nad impressions of hopeless love ; am 
inspired with the celestial flatne he M 
for the beautiful, the angelic Laura, ic 
pathetically and passionately exclaiflHo' 

'' Blest be the day, the month, the hour, 

When first a bver's tender pain ' 
Confe88*d those eyes' resistless powV, 

And captive fix'd me in thy train V . 

fiiett be those siglis, those cherish'd tean^ 

That ardent fond desire, 

Which, kindling ail the poet's fire, 

Taught roe in numbers to invoke thy name;^ 

And, glowing throug)i fate's chequered years, 

Arous'd the generous voice of fame ! 

filiU 
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/&stbd the woiBidy which rankling sti(], 
vOecUvres jny heavt no longer free ; 
And blest the thoa^t, the miud, the willy 
That ever fiathfol wait'on thee !^ 

Madame Rodolphus smiled at the en- 
thusiasm of her companion^ and com* 
plimented on the energetic style of her 
Teciting the above sonnet of Petrarch; 
^ying^ *' She was almost inclined to be- 
lieve^ from the tenderness of manner 
^d feeling evinced in it^ the had herself 
*W for the picture. For certainly," re- 
sumed madame, ^* all oKher evil^ are 
^ht in comparison with 'those of love, 
particularly if unsuccess&il/' Eleanor 
"blushed at this direct appeal to her, but 
Diade no aniswen 

The sun had now shed his last rays on 
the summit t)f ihe neighbouring m^un* 
tain ; the vintagers were assembling after 
the toil of the day in* an- adjacent glade, 
to finish the evening with a sportive 
cttence ; ^he , minstrels, wth their pipe 

and 
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and tdhour, preceded tlie merry throng 
where happiness seemed to reigli witb 
out allov, ^ 

Madame Rodolphus^ being naturall; 
of a lively disposition^ ordered the pos 
tillions to Jstop, and with £leanor,^|ght 
ed from the carnage, :to witness tkfii 
festivity. The peasantry, feeling them- 
iBelves honoured by this CQudese^nsiaPi 
presented seats to the travellers^ wh^i 
tivo of the most distinguished of the dan- 
cers, came forward, fr^m the rest^ to .pier- 
foriti a fandango* 

They executed it with precision aad 
grace ; and received the warmest en- 
comiums of every- one; preseat, particu- 
larly from madameiRpdpIpbMs^ and Elea- 
nor^ to whom it recalled to memory .a 
similar scene of rural sports^ which took 
place on the unfortunate day, sbe^depart- 
ed from the castle of Vall^roy. The 
tear of aniguish marked the Temembrancej 
and the :deep sigh atos^ ip. Ker.Jbre;u^t 
for the distfe^&fulfate wl)ich bad attend- 
ed 
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^liS'ioblepossessorB. The long 0pa€e 
ottime, likewise,^hich had elftpsed since 
Ae had beard from Albert de Montauban, 
was a continual source of regret. Ai- 
thougfa, from the late discovery of her 
neirafiihitj to thcihoiise of Valleroy, it - 
bd become, in her opinion, a criminal 
' indulgence, yet,. from his having been so 
long accustomed to have the first place ^ 
inher thoughts, to obliterate them was 
inpossible; for the more she endeavour^ 
^ to acquire that heroic resolution, the 
ffiore^ and with greater sorrow, did they 
intrude themselves on her imagination. 
Thb brought with it the conviction, thiat 
the only cure for so disastrous: an affec- 
tioQ was eternal seclusion in the monas- 
tery of Santa Maria ; for, strange as :it 
may appear in so young a person, yet 
it, is true, that Eleanor now found every 
amusement irksome, 'inflicting consider-* 
able pain, in addition to the angui&h she 
already endured. Thus disposed foe re* 
tirentent and congenial gloom^ a motion 

from 
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from madame Rodblphus, to retire fn 
thisscene of merriment^ was gladly acce] 
-edby Eleanor: they each distributed soi 
trifling rewards to the vilbgers for tht 
meritorious exertions^ and withdrew*. 

On regaining their carriage, the pc 
tillions informed them, that the deace 
from this part, of the Apennines was z 
most perpendicular, and consequent 
'dangerous. It was agreed, therefore, th 
the travellers should proceed for sod 
distance farther on foot. The -night wi 
so serene, that not a zephyr moved tl 
o'er-shad owing pines, which bounds 
their walk on this side of the mountail 
The soft moonlight played among the 
branches, and aided <to conduct them o 
in safety. 

The sound of a shepherd's pipe mr 
stole along the air, breathing the melati 
choly strains of their native country ••* 
Eleanor listened with attention to ihi 
apparently celestial music, and with som 
degree of surprise, being the same sk 

recollecte 
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^coUected to have heard one^vening at 
,ihe castle of Oldenzo : madame Rodol- 
^hu8| loo^ remarked the superior execa* 
.{ion displayed by this woodland musiciaii ; 
the sounds increased as ifaey proceeded, 
byt they coutdnee no etie. The road 
ao^ suddenly turning into a. still more 
•sequestered wilderness of trees and 
.dirubs/ a sensation of fear possessed the 
Jtiayellers, on observing^ ia a -kifid of 
Dook^ several persons seated -round a 
^re« the blaze of which threw a dreadful 
glare on their countenances, which cer« 
tainly were of the most ferocious kind* 
They were obliged to pass, close to this 
<^ve; the noise of the carriage alarmed 
. the miserable*looking Crtw, which con-' 
jisted of two women and a man, who 
."^ith haste arose, and repeating some 
.unintelligible words, immediately ap- 
proached the travellers, to demand of 
tbetu charity : madame Bodolphus, not 
easily intimidated, accorded to their re- 
. 4"^t ; andi iq the mean time, one of the 
VOL. HI. Q poslvWvowtk 



^ostniiom aansted tht tr^mbfrttg s£m^ 

^ato the carriage^ iayitig vefy tKiftf^^t' <♦ 

4bink^ ^pcmnglady^ wa have got ^iCS ta 

hands*—*' ke was going on^ but pertfei 

ang tbe «}der wonian of the two totsnt 

ibastiiy towards tbetn^ said no tnore. Bl 

^Meined^ from the darkness ^ her <:ott 

Tfenancej to ^ ^f Egyptian descent; t 

mtigOflur wtfetebedness of her 4ippearam 

and tdiBsonant tone ^of voiM In which i 

)Spote^ terrified e^en the servants, <* I 

you wish^ sigtiora/' exclaimed the hfiB 

"to have a peep into futurity ? — if y( 

«do, I can annonnce your fate/' 

Hiese prophetic words were but t( 
3900I1 realized. Sleanor now saw tl 
madame Rodol^hus was foFTcibly detain 
by tbe man who had accosted her ; 

* 

gave A shrill whistle 4 at this -signalj 
;^oiip 4>f armed banditti^ in hunter's 1 
tbits^ roshed but of the cave« surround 
4he carriage, and the postillion^ who 1 
ibumanely endesrvonring to protect El 
jnm {ana their fory^ by pleading for h 



J 



^'IM iMtaittly shot by one of tke gang. 
^The uofbfluiftiie hiati sorvived only 
'^IM' he oobld repeat the following-^^ 
"^^ Oiispate^-^spafe tkis iniKiceiit-^lunre 
■ jptty, and Hieavi^n will pity you !*' 

Om of the robberd then took the faint* 

hg EledtuM* fi'om the camage> and pto- 

^iled nfifti hef iYrto the cave. The loud 

^^ttts «r madame Rddolphua arooaed 

^^Sleafaor from bet mseftaibility. The anen 

<^arried lighted torches in their hands, 

ft<mi wM^h ^kt peKieived, at some dis* 

'^(te<^/with iDdeacnbable agooy^ a wretch 

id the act of dragging her by the hair of 

^tr head. Eleanor and the other pos* 

^llidn> ffom their hairing m$At no lie- 

^taiice> were treated more gently. They 

'bold cried out fior fahn to shew mercy to 

''^he ilUfaied oitj^t of his present cruelty: 

tbe aervatit then, in hopes of iapreasiog 

^-tfce g4ing with^awe^ by iaformSng them of 

the dignity bf her situatkm ki Jife» ok*- 

Hslaimed"*^^' Hdd^ I besoedicjyou, gen- 

tietnen:; bemerdful to my auatnesB, the 
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•«ignora Hodolphus/' ' The intiumtii 
"YfteicAt answered—^' I know it ; and af a 
signora she^hall beifreated/' Tbfawas 
accompanied by a loud Jaugh from the 
rest of the gang : the villain then struck 
:hei' a violent blow, and from the silence 
rthat ensued, one of the rpbbers exclaim-' 
ed to (he rest of his comrades — ^* fleha^ 
<^ispatched her : no much for a signora— ^ 
f am now ^er better; that's \'ery clear^^^— 
isn't it,tny boys?" 

The man, on bearing <this exuUatiem 
<of the banditti; now looked at the object 
^f his barbarotifi cruel ty^ saying — " No, 
DO, must not have her -die neither — thm 
is only a little wholesome chastisement 
for yauihful depravity;, isn't it, old 
*£\r\ ? — all (he better for it by-and-by^ 
clepend on it/' He then continued to 
^rag his sensekss victim for some dis^ 
tanee, and in a hollow of the rock^ pre^ 
j^ently disappeared. 

The jrobbers in charge of Eleanar znA 
the servaot now descended a few steps^ 



"wltich brought them tor a subterraneous 
apartment^ not unlike in form to a sano 
tuarjr of religious worship ; yet it was- 
onljr in forro> for the inhabitants of this- 
pJace were votaries of pleasure, pur— 
[ chased at the expense of innocence^ h«^ 
nour^ and justice. Round a large table^ 
I di^laying every delicacy of viands that 
: at or nature could procure^ sat a pro^ 
nihcuoi\9 group of ill-favoured beings> 
^0, by their revelling: and obscene dis* 
course^ seemed-to bid defiance to all laws^ 
Uman and divine; Their most distin-* , 
gnished and marked approbation, fell oit 
those who had committed the greatest: 
depredations. The glass went briskly^; 
from one to another^ and. the* first toast* 
^as the health of the founder of this law- ^ 
I^ institution: — ^* Captain Jelippo Maz-* 
zuon/' This was drank with enthusiastic [ 
applause by the bandilti> who^, however^ 
OB now perceiving several of their party* 
busily employed at the other end of the 
cave^ ceased their tumultuous mirtb^ and 

G 3 ill 
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alt rose m silence. Poor Sleanof^ ca 

being led into tbis scene of tcw^ihf, bm 

a^in fainted:; ; their comrades ; wer 

therefore occupied in brtqgtng imH 

from a spring issuing at that part of th 

rock, to retteYe thetr beaoteons priu 

Some time elapsed, howeter, before ab< 

recovered; and when rettimed to lift 

it was only to be more deeply titi|ireflBec 

with the horrors of her present situatioa 

The bugle^born sounded with lengthened 

note^ prior to the entrance of * d^t etse^ 

ceisful marauders^ who had stripped the 

carriage of all its valuable eflfecla; fatiti 

if were contained the costly jewieh bo* 

I6nging to the ill'^&ted madame Rod«il< 

pbus/ rad all her splendid apparel, in 

which she intended to grace ^the nuptid 

fd^ivitl^ of ber daughter witli count 

Martini* 

This new and great accession of proper- 
ty was received with long and continued 
cheers by the banditti. The pretended 
albyl threw ofiT her tatt^xe^ garments, and 

appeared 



Jippearod ia nuan's attire; tbe former; 
dre« bfi^ Qply a.clp^k .to inter<)Bt- ands' 
iw'm the unfortuaatf tr^vell^iri^^.^a^fli 

^ing 9^9)moned ta aJJ^^nd tb^ qbief of 

• 

4ift laiMiless community^ v/s^ called Baprt 
. tiito* Poor Steaaor likewi^ w^ noidi 
Qid^ri^d tQ approachi and retcii'^iu^e Mazh^ 
Vi/^ afli ker future lard and roaat^n Sh^: 
M^cwstdercd to bean acquisition to their 
tQcietyt they bailed tbe lovely suflTqre^V 
^)pearaoce amongst them' vrith express 
^m^ of tuinultuoua jjoy« Hei^ extreme*. 
«l«gan^« of dreiw aid?d i» 9(0r .ain%lld(B^' 
gree to heighten the natural beavlji 9^ 
^WgWJWj. (at 

** Gfvace wa9 in^idl be« s^% 

Jiv €¥617 9fi\i(m» 4igiuty aoi4 lore**' , \ 






Such an assemli>lage of perfection up^'^ 
pcared more than movtaL to those satantc' 
t^iits< of this strbtervaneoua dmeWing.'^*^ 
Maaziiolj^ atruck . wi tb awre and wonder^ 
iiwaaid^ witba low* and^sttbrnissivo toae 

o4 o£ 
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of yoice, whilst taking her passive tian^; 

* 

which trembled almost to dissolution af 
the murderer's touch — ^' Fair nymph^ 
l^w that your power has subjugatedyib 
me, the most daring of mankind ; and thus 
do I bend my knee^ in lowly reverence, to 
honour yoi:r bewitching and all-conquer* 
ing charms : vouchsafe, then, I beseeck 
you, angelic maid, to be heoceforward' 
my guide, protectress, friend l* and every 
splendour shall await on thee; the trea* 
sures of accBmutating years be larid ti 
thy feet— and ! your alave^ for ever an^ 
ibf ever/* 

Scorn^ the silent^ indignant seort^^ 
which accompanied this speech, marked 
more strongly than words the effect thi& 
farrago had on the feelings of Eleanor* 
With the impressive look of insulted vir« 
tuCr and a degree of spirit uncommon 
for. her years, and natural disposition^ 
she. now cast her eyes around;, and sui> 
veyed> with apparent calmness, tbedaring^ 
crew of these xnidnight orgies. Maa^' 
i ^ zuoli 
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zuoli untreated her to be seated — Eleanoi^ 
instantly accepted the offer : the ease 6£ 
h^ manners astonished every one ; it 
was (he summit of wisdom, not perfected 
by experience of the world, but innate, 
added to the effect of an excellent 
education, and moral precepts, early in^ 
cttlcated tiv her mind by tbe religjour 
example of the confessor of Santa Maria*^ 
She therefore began to reflect, that to • 
ernce the least fear would be prejudicial ' 
m her present critical situation, an un- • 
daunted behaviour being alone likely tOt 
iniimidate such unprincipled characters.^ 
Wth concealed terror, Eleanor now then? 
beheld the servant, whose life had been as » 
yet spared from the dagger of the assas^njt. 
tak^n away by the robbers ; and shortly 
after, from the clanking of chains, heard^ 
beneath where she was seated, concluded. 
hsting imprisonment would be his miser- 
able fate. As to the preservation of her 
own exi$te.Bce,rshe'^ave it not a thought ; it 
hd long sini;e:peased; tp be of v^Uie; and 
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from the contemptiiotis iham»r abewn 
by her to the proposal of the chief of the 
banditti^ she expected every motnmi ti» 
be het last; and seif-sustained by he^ ' 
nonr, thus heroically prepared for it.*-« • 
Sach an act of barbarity \vas far, how» 
ever^ from being tiie intention of Maa^ 
zttoli; be had a mofe pleanng, yet more 
destructive design in view; biit now, on 
observing his beauteous prize nearly ex- 
hausted fromA fatigue, and the invwxl 
sufferings of a perturbed imagination^ 
thought it prudent to forbear en forciiig 
his Tillainouis purpose, until she had 
somewhat recovered from the tertxMr such' 
a situation must have effected. . 

Refreshments of the most delicious 
wines and fruits were now placed be- 
fore her; but in vain was evtry entreaty- 
of Mazzuoli to induce her to accept of 
them ; be then requested to know if .sb« 
would retire to rest ?— '* Rest V* now for 
the first time replied £leanor> looking 
piteously at him, and with a degree of 

astonishment 



attooishment at auchr 9 q^MtioA; '^ Ailml 
Jiball never res:^ more/' ' His qf^unt^ft^ 
ance softened during ihese expressimn^of ' 
sarroif ; the very tone of her voice ia^ 
teresled hm; and to do justice to his 
feelings^ he might have said to her> ia- 
tlio& worda of a celebrated poe(-<- 

"Isk MBiilsticn of that ^^fing bni^bf . 
Imoets would 9traui» aAdaio^ themsdvoB iq de^;- 
> Cboe more to hfOJr tiiat melting ecko mov^ji. 
Non^aras-likeji wbo would not die in love V^ 

He g^zed on her with (ransportf and then ' 
lA a (alieriag voice assured ber^ that 
be and hisk companions would instantly 
wUhdraw ; and coijitihued-^'' I pledge * 
mj word of honour to you> fair maidj 
iboA your sliimbers shall not be disturbed. • 
Tlus arm has not yet^ nor shall be ever 
r^^ in enmity towards an unprotected 
woman; therefore you yfill remain se* 
cure from harm^ for it is my power alone 
that moves the rest to action;" .then 

c Q stamping 
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CHAP. VIIL 

lis cbwdty, my brother, <*w*ityfr , ,::/-.r 
She tbf^t has tMt is ckul in compieU steel ; 
And, like a quiver'd nymph, with arrows keen, 
Mblj trace huge forests and nnharbour^d heathsi 

J 

In&aoos hiUs, and sandy, pc riious wilds, : 

Where, throogh the sacred rays of chastity. 

No savage, fierce banditti, or mountaineer. 

Will dare to soil her virgin purity : 

Yea, there, where every desolation dwel]% 

By grots and caverns, shagged with horrid shadeSi 

She may pass on with unble^ch^d majesty ; 

Be it not done in pride, or in presumption. 

Some say, no evil thing that walks by nighty 

In fogy or fite, by lake, or moorish fen. 

Blue meagre hag, or stubborn unlaid ghost. 

That breads his magic chains at. curfew time. 

No goblin, or swart lairy of .the mine, 

Hath hurtfiil power o'er true virginity. 

Milton's Comus. 

A SINGLE lamp^ suspended from the ceil- 
in^, alone made darkness visible; £Iea« 

nor 
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^Of sarverjred this glooiiy abode Whh 
bitliiif! of fixed despair vwittch bai^ 
>ver the mind of a criminal on the nrght 
9tf vion to his exetutJon»-^a time when 
^veiy sense of feeling is deadened by the 
tt^ervhebnrng weight of certain and ap-- 
iroaohhig dearth. 

^ On the departure of' Maaucuoli^ dvety 
^eoue leading from this room was well 
iecofed; and the doors^ consisting of 
DMsy iren^ he himself doubly locked -and 
baned, which of course ehiusied aWay all^ 
beope to Eleanor of erer escaping from 
his tyranny. With this conviction of her 
^taation^ a thought rushed on the mind 
ftf Eleanor^ that had she displayed more 
Courage in endeavouvibg to effect the 
nsltase of the prisoner of the castle of 
Ofatenao, all her present misery would 
bave been avoided; There was a mystery 
Ri the unhnownl^ imprisonment fhere^ 
tfiat now die Wgan firmty to heKeve in-» 
tolve4^iri it the interest of her ifearest 
tft>ctiiQl^s> Albeit do MofiMttliAn, and the^ 
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conni and countess Anselmo^ if/, as she 
mentally prayed, the supposed deailiol 
the latter might prove erroneous. . > ■ - 

Having been some time occupied widi 
these reflections, she suddenly recollected 
herself, and kneeling down« with great 
fervour exclaimed — " There's nQt.an 
hour to be lost-r-I am now a candidate 
for eternity/' Being resolved to. die, 
lather than endure the horrors pointed 
dut to heriby the. robber Mazziaoli; and 
citing the foUdwiiig sentence of ^he Ro^: 
man.heroine^.Lucretia?— "i^fe?er shalt I 
^nd, any. thing worth living for in iM$> 
world tmder the loss qf virtue !** cbntri'^ 
buted greatly to animate, by example^, 
the. determination she had adopted. 

At the dawni.of morning, the bandiftii 
rfeassembled in this apartmeint, .being apn 
propriated for their banqueting-roonu 
Among the rest entered Mazzuoli;. he 
approached his newly-gained prjzie> the; 
thoughts of whom, and the atiHci][>atia» 
of the pleasures he should; etujoy i.ti.hfeft 

society^ 



yfckty, had entirel-y banished repose from 
Ins piNow ; aAd now en again seeing* 
Eleanor, his raptures were redoubled, by 
perceiving her apparently so cahn and 
trtoquil. She was still kneeling, and with. 
folded hands imploring the divine pro*- 
tection :' a mind so wrought up with the 
t:ohsc}ousness of the necessity of her in- 
tention was not likely to be disturbed 
by -any of huitian kind. Ma^zuoH and 
1h> companion^, on observing the piety 
of iEteanor in her devotional cxerciici 
cbiild not help feeling a degree oJP awe 
^'reverence towards the amiiable ob« 
j^ct ftf lieneficilEilly employed ; for though 
these nei^ wete by nature roiigh, oftenr 
Mifocratelyunjiist and cruel> yet there 
^fftre moments in which conscience deep- 
ly upbraided them for their > encfrmif ie% 
and their future fate appeared before 
them in dreadful array and misery. • 

The woman whom Mazzuoli had' iio 
&?ourably laiientioned the preceding^ 
wemng^ n<;w entered 4ri(tkwfreiduftents» 

foii 
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for the b9l)4itti; and hivvirig pitC^dT ifi^m 
on th^ talkie, ipqqirfd ^f h^ nwstfir 
lyhether she naiglit attend on thela4jF£ 
and what could be done to^ ^omf^si, t^: 
young wgnqra, as she appiQaar^d vq»y wqr; 
h^ppy^. Maz^uoli, however^ dicffnivK)^ 
h^r^ by sayii^g he hi^nself would atl^ivli 
on the object of her con>n)ii$Qra(ioiv ; ^n^- 
then jocosely a4dr^$sed ^leanor^ by «9y<r* 
ing-^" Are you ready# my love?"-«» 
'' Y^9/' 9he replied^ starting up t^ojm 
hc^r*lowl3( posture; ''I am ready/' Wit^t^ 
digii^iS^d composure %\kQ them difeyr fUffih 
frpqi Vr b^som th€i goZifen ^fdorli .Mm. 
ftr*t type; of love presented lo hw by' 
Albert de Montaubai?^ in the early, dayi? 
ofthfir mutual friendship. She preenedti 
it to her )jp» .with, fervour-^kiaiedk itf^^ 
agaitt lootoi aM^ and; burst into teqn.. 
^^ The gift of tome favounsd loiver^ H 
suppose ^" said Mazzuoli^ in an angcy2 
tone of Koice. . The remembrance that 
it bad been 'M increased her afflict ioiwi 
He afiiiL€(mtiaiiod srouicaUy^ but witfe 

greatec 
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•I Itttfir spleen, '' WhM does It contain— 
•rj han «f ra»?''^*^No/' replied Bleu-' 
iiir whk iSrmtteAs^ wbiUt taking the cor- - 
nmeot from herbownii and prcseQiinfp 
it'tb the robber-^'' It contftiM only mjf 
pinport to jfour generosicy." MazzuoU . 
rectived-tbe token with pleasure, and ' 
hastily opening it, said with a aignifkant \ 
ttnik, '' 2 aai afnaid it is« a lioUow one-r* 
I lee nothing; there, there, I restore it r 
tQ]rou/'~'' Nothing 1 is that possible ^" 
esdsimed Eleanor>; f' I beaeech you look . 
^fixn."* Mazauoli took it to th» lights ; 
tsd examined tnone closely-^^^ Oh y esE»" 
tsM l|cv laoghing, '^ I do now see soase^ 
tbiagi a aaaan piece of paper folded, 
rsand ahe inside of this precious heart 3'^ . 
and continued; ^ the nune of the happy 
Mb, il'U answer : for h; ay, ay,: this ia; 
aH i«iijFJ > well »ow, fant-^whsii; you aver 
once qiy wife,'; in«dan\, these love, toya 
Mst-fae no jnore ; inliarriage disaolVes at 
oacer sochtaidicuioBs,. childish remem- 

bnncea;'*«4»4i^f Neever !'^exclailned Biunor, 

with 
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with unusual spirit aricT cominancl.o 
vcrfcfe'; f* the writer of those twtr Ima 
in all probability, saved" n»]r exifitencei 
the- immin^iit darrger 6F his o%dn};:?h) 
rr\'es^ therefore, triumphantly in ntyhear 
for ever; and my constant prayer isi.'an< 
shall be, that|; may^ yet heboid ihiia. be 

fore I die, to express my ^grathucfe-*?'" 
- ItwasnoW Mazzubli's turn;to tremble 
the inscribed, characters Eleanor had'S( 
pathetically descanted upon, from time 
had become almost illegible. He -too 
down tAe lamp,, la assist him in peftisiiij 
this announced; important paper ; hi 
hctnd 'Shook so, itivfts \«ith difficulty h 
could prevent the fight from felliiig 
eVery nerve appeared unstrung and usi 
less^ and his countenance btstcayed mo 
lasibly: the. emotions of shame and n 
morse, r The present scene- would faav 
been a subject not unwxirthy the penc 
o£.an AngeLo> or a Gorregiio^ -as an' en 
blematic design of the . region of vie 
and mJsei^y. Ibe vanoua attitudes ^n 
/' inquirin 
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inquirmg looks of the banditti, as they 

surveyed ^heirnchieC statue-like, fixed in 

attfiKioiii still perusing the contents of 

thi8paper> .whicbj t^ifliiig.-^jE^it ;appeared 

♦othem, a moment^ they thought^ would 

W^ satisfijed thf^rr icurlosi^y. At length, 

from faissilence, ivbich wasnot unbroken 

even by: a murnuir^^.tbe surprise of the 

Tobbeps was. mow, not totally unmingled 

^ith a sort of dread ^as to its result — the 

future consequences which might result 

*'om it. But these were only the bold 

^fii, masterly outlines ; the chtf d*(tuvre 

of the piece was tbe commanding figure 

of Eleanor, in the midst of this motley 

gtoup, erect, in youthful beauty, sur- 

"^^ying, with magnanimous concern, the 

effi^ct her words had produced on the 

feelings of Mazzuoli. Her arms were 

folded in a veil, which fell in graceful 

drapery to her feet; her fine dark hair 

.flowed negligently over her shoulders, 

and parting on her foreheads di^cover^d, 

likewise, in.feature^..witb fyil perfection, 

the 
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the fdrm iind ^mtf eti&mce of tk, lif aAM 
Yet to them she now ap^hred US 4 
aveligirig mgeL ft vUiftitibn fbt \hi 
moral turpftude^ stnd ioiig <^tltiMH 
enormities. 

Mazzuoli at length brake sHleticej it 
uttering a deep srgh^ addressed his^HSfti 
rades to the foHowihg effect :-*-^' CiW 
panion^; I think I may sa j fHetids^ as^tt 
" is probably the last time I shaH h^vc HI 
honour of seeing ydu, I reqoe&t yol 
serious attention to lichat I propose i 
" relate — 4he motives for my ivithdtaMiti 
myself from this association. It is W 
cessary, however, to premise to yon, tHi 
the determination I have adopted has ni 
arisen entirely from this recent conunt 
nicatlon, (pointing to the paper He hd 
in his hand,) although it cettairilydw 
greatly fnfluetice that interttion; it h 
been a cherished thought of thine, afl^ 
long, and mature deliberation^, as to tl 
practicability of the attempt. . Adversit; 
I may say,** contimied Mazzuoli, " in 

perioi 
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^fiow ftecwsfty, which is by law c$- 
Iflblblied as right/ compelled me to 
4SiJl)tatee k mode of living, that, under 
noit fdrtnnaite circnmstances, would have 
tui my sd>horrence. Goilfy though I 
Hvt been, I hope it is not too late to 
fcfc jiist. Wiih ray history you are as 
yeNfiacqvfaitited; now learn, then, that 
%f^l tiame is Oldenzo— Mazzuoli a 
/fctitbns one, from the fear of exposure. 
My revered and lamented fiither was 
Tightful heir io the castle of Old'enzo 
Afid its domains: in early youth he lost 
fcis parents, was then bequeathed to the 
fostering care of am uncle, who likewise 
iying some years previous io the expira- 
tit>n of his mrnority, from' being distant- 
ly related to the femily, he was placed 
toder the guardianship of the present 
^ignior Rodolphus^ father, who, with 
t>on6ummate art, and detestable frauds 
altered the will, and destroyed every 
^loeunient relative to the e^tatte. To ex- 
^tiate on the varioys devices (his^^ cruel 

guatdVdXk 
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guardian had recourse to, to di&inherit t 
rightful heir of OIdei\i;Oj" he co^inue 
** would be unavailhig and uniieceasar] 
jsuffice it to say« that my hp|iouredr-p 
rent^ from the injurious treatment 1 
received from the. elder Riklolpbus^ b 
came a mendicant wanderer; through tl 
world: ^'t length*, fat^ ^ ]L}pite.d him. J 
marriage with a lady >vho. would ba^ 

« ■ 

possessed considerable property ; but tl 
ill star that .governed at his birth sti 
continued its destructive influence^ H 
^he died three months previous to tl 
dght of inheritance^ and / was left a 
^ditional burthen on m.y father, to in 
poverish and increase his .misery. 1 
enumerate the accumulated hardshjl 
>vhich for seventeen years he underwei 
for our mutual support^ would deepJ 
afflict me> and exhaust your attention 
I shall therefore only say/* exclaioie 
Oldenzo^ (whom we shall henceforwar 
style by that appellation,) '' that throug 
poverty's fell grasp^ the hope of afford 

in: 
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ing aid to an expiring parent — dying 
absolutely for want of the common ne- 
cessaries of life, and to that deplorable 
state reduced through the calamity of a 
tedious illness, which rendered abortive 
every endeavour to procure a subsis- 
tence: in a moment of grief, madness, 
and despair, I sought this cave, well 
kiiowing for Avhat purpose it was ap- 
propriated, and throwing myself at the 
feet of your former captain, Cauvigni, I 
wlated, in an incoherent manner, ray 
piteous story ; I clung to him, like a 
drowning wretch, to save me from dcr 
struction ; nor would I leave Cauvigni 
^ill he promised to return with me to 

• 

^ysuflering father, and to tenfler the 
Wpport his situation demanded/' 

Oldenzo evinced Considerable emotion 
3od distress of mind, as he now further 
proceeded with his relation. *^ The des- 
perate means I had adopted to save my 
father was surely blamable in the sight 
of Heaven; for such another night of 

VOL. in. - ' H . coiv\u\u^^ 
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convulsive horrors, as that of vhich E 
speak,"" he continued, ''was never heard 
of in the memory of man ; it appeared 
the commencement of a second chaos- 
earth returning to its original nothing- 
ness; the thunder rolled in the mouii- 
tains with tremendous fury; and the 
vivid lightning twice felled me to the 
ground, as I proceeded with Ouvighi 
to our dwelling, a wretched hovel, in 
which we had abided for five days, from 
the inability of my father continuing his 
journey to the castle of Oldenzo, which 
was for the purpose of imploring charity 
from the present usurper to his rightful 
domains, signior Rodolphus, Previous 
to our entering this abode of misery, 
Cauvigni suddenly stopped, drew forth 
his sword, and exclaimed, ' Regardless 
of personal safety, humanity has led me 
thus far to succour supposed distress: 
first thoughts are in general productive 
of such beneficence, but now cool reason 
forbids me to enter here alone, and un- 

guarded 
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guarded as I am, until I receive a more 
«iil>stantial proof of the reality of your 
Assertion; tell, therefore, the object for 
. ^hom you plead, that he must attend on 
^^, not I on him — captain Cauvjgni is 
^ no hireling/ 

"I lost not a moment/' continued 01- 

^enzo, " to affirm to him the truth of my 

^^•^temerit; wilh joy unutterable, I flew 

^^ the hovel to announce tomv famished 

Parent that relief was at. hand — a bcnc- 

^^ctor found to assuage our sorrows. Oh 

^odr* he now ejaculated with a^ony, 

^ the succeeding moment it fled for ever 

from me, for on the cold and rusffed 

*^nh lay my poor father, a pale and 

^'^t^seleiss corpse. My cry of grief 

"''ought Ca'uvigni to my assistance; he 

*^Und me in a state of madness, support- 

^^g in my arms the body of my parent, 

^^d with delirious eagerness, beggings 

^^treating him to partake of the succour 

I had procured. Touched with pity at 

the sight, Cauvigni endeavoured lo re- 

H 2 CdW 
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call my wandering imagination, and i 
calm my agonizing mind, by assuring m 
pf his future protection. ' Thanklea 
inconsiderate boy !' he continued^ * t 
mourn at such an act of Providence 
when you ought rather to rejoice thi 
the troubles of your father, are over; ii 
such a world as this, it is the living tha 
are to be pitied — not the dead^ for the; 
are at rest for ever !' 

*' All his remonstrances, however,' 
said Oldenzo, '• failed to relieve the sin 
gular wretchedness of my situation, no: 
could I be persuaded to leave the spot 
[ No/ said I, ' I will not go ; I will now eii 
tomb myself with this suffering sainil 
where, though deprived of the rights c 
burial, the portal of Heaven is alread 
opened wide to receive us/ 

^' Happy, thrice happy, had I then ^ 
fected that noble resolution !" exclaim^ 
Oldenzo, looking with an affectiona^ 
anxiety at •Eleanor, on whose countei 
ance the traces of tears were visibly ^ 

t 
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o^ distinguished. Strikingly was this 
expression of the lovely girl contrasted 
^'^^h those nai\^ discernible on the fea- 
tures of the wretched group of beings 
who were seated round the table before 
the y^i untouched repast ; their various 
^^titudes and features displayed at once 
^^sappoin'tment, amounting almost to 
revenge, for being linked, as they whis- 
pered to each other, ' to such a pusilla- 
^^nious, grovelling coward of a captain.* 

*' Yes," repeated Oldenzo, with bold- 
'^^ss, observing the unpleasant reception 
*^is discourse met with from his com- 
Panions — " I say again, that thrice blessed 
^hould I have been, had I then expired 
^t the feet of my honoured parent. What 
^ world, of guilt, since committed, and 
Misery endured, should I have escaped, 
t>y such an act of fortitude !" 

*^Time flies !" now ejsiculated one of 
tlie banditti in great displeasure. " Gome, 
Come, captain, n'o more sentiment, it is 
•idle talk to such fellows as us; be brief 

• H 3 VfUb. 



150 , ANSEIMO. 

with the remainder of your history, or 
we must leave you."—-'' Yes/* said ano- 
ther, *' or we shall be off, for there is 
stirring work abroad ; and if we do not 
make haste, we shall lose our share of 
the expected booty/' 

Eleanor shuddered for the upknown 
victims of their planned atrocity ; but 
well knowing any ititerference in behalf 
of the unfortunates would be unavailiag, 
khe remained silent. Oldenzo went on, 
and replying to their wishes, said — '*' I 
will be brief then, for what I have hither^- 
to related has been only a preface to my 
succeeding adventures, in which the fit^ 
ture welfare of this lady ( pointing to 
Eleanor,) is deeply coixccrncd, and for 
Ihe sake of whom I am now so interest** 
ed. With grief I confess, that from the 
lamented period of my father's death, 
departed all those seeds of goodness he 
had so unremittingly endeavourejl to 
implant in my youthful breast ; the only 
excuse for such a dereliction of my duty 

was 
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was poverty, severe distress^ Without a 
fr'm4i or .the pieans of procuring even 
common susteoance. Tp the bounty of 
Cauvjgni J therefore owed my existence; 
he supph'ed me with food and raiment ; 
thi:ough .his application tp (Hp monastery 
of St.. Margaret's, the remains of my re- 
Wcd pjarent wci;e decently buried in 
that sanctuary* Af^r the conclusion pf 
Ae avful ceremony, I refiirned tp Ca^i- 
^ignij.h.e received me with pleasure: 
the riotous life, however, led by him 
*^id his. comrades, did not then s^ccord 
with the (nelancholy which possessed ray 
•'<^Ul; I therefore mentioned to him the 
Wish I entertained of applying to my 
P^oud r^]s^ve^the present signior Ro-^ 
^olphu$. He a^fceded to it, sayipg at 
^he game time, 'Should you not meet 
^*th the flattering reception you per- 
haps expect, again seek this asylum ; it 
^^rtainly is an inljjroper seminary for 
youth, therefore I first advise you to 
^^ffer np occasion to slip of ^ndeavour- 

u 4 Vci^ 
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ing to procure an lionourable cmp 
ment : should that pursuit, howcvci 
unsuccessrul, and you find friends 
ceitful, treacherous, and incons 
then, I say, return here, as a dernU 
sortf when all else has failed/ Si 
with the generosity of Cauvigni, 
for his former kindness, and the pr 
renewed proofs of that dispositic 
mind, with considerable emotion, tl 
fore, I expressed my gratitude, solei 
promising to adhere to secresy respe 
the situation of Cauvigni, bade adi< 
my benefactor, and commenced m 
destrian jOurney towards the castle c 
denzo. 

"On my arrival there," he contii 
" I made application to signior R 
phus; I related an unvarnished hi 
of my sufferings, and implored rel 
v^as it obtained ? No, he designati 
a« an impostor, a vagrant ; and 
manded his servants never again to 
tne to enter his presence. Fror 

gene 
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S^^^erosify of Cauvigni, who had sup- 
>P*^ied me with money sufficient for the 
^i^dertaking, I repaired to Venice, and 
*Q tight out several relations of my de- 
^^^sed mother, who were in affluent cir- 
^Umstances; they received me with more 
Cordiality than Rodolphus, but on hear- 
^^g of ray indigent state, were invariably 
^Ocl, and appeared to shun my society. 
1 then endeavoured, according to the 
^^ vice of Cauvigni, to procure an ho- 
nourable subsistence; but through warit 
^f friends, and the means of supporting 
^ y self with credit, that effort, like the resti 
^as equally unsuccessful. In an agony 
^r despair, therefore, being dn outcast 
*^^om the world, bereft even of the shai 
^owbfhope, I returned to this subter- 
^^ti^ous cavern, §old myself to giiilt, and 
Consequently everlasting miseiy." -Here 
^^e emotions of OldenzQ, at such a con- 
*^ssioil, precluded for several minutes 

^*^e possibility of h'^s continuing the nar- 
r^itive, ' • • ' : - ' • 
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On Tesummg it, he said, ^' But vj 
can tell the pangs I suffered — the horrc 
of remorse, on a first acquaintance vi 
$in^ which, although at such a distan* 
of Jtime^ now curdles my blood with he 
ror ! It was on a stormy nrght, abo 
the end of November, some twenty yea 
since, that I sallied forth with Cauvigr 
and several of our absent comrades, 
search of prey. Having been out sev 
r^l- hours without success, we hafted 
^ smajl inn, (to which they were accu 
tomed to repair on such occasions,) in ^ 
unfrequented part of the Apennines, i 
f^ke refreshmenr. He inforrned us the: 
were travellers in his house, apparent 
of distinguished rank and fortune, coi 
sisting of two gentlemen in disguise 
jpostiUipns, a female servant, and ; 
infant. 

*' My feelings,^' continued Oldenz 
with extreme agitation, '* will not pe 
mit me to expatiate on the dreadf 
scene which follgwed that intelligenci 

suffii 
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suffice to say> that the unfortunates fell 

victims to our barbarity " Here he 

vas again interrupted by a piercing 
scream from poor Eleanor, who no lon- 
ger able to support the conflicting emo- 
tions of surprise, grief, and horror, at 
the various transactions related by the 
robber, had fallen senseless on the 
g'^ound. The banditti now withdrew, 
buttering execrations against their cap- 
tain for having confessed this act of 
^tirder> which they thought must in- 
evitably lead to the discovery of them 
^Hr To prevent which, however, they 
^^tiermined to leave a guard at every 
^^enuc of 4he cavern, to assassinate Oi- 
^))zo and Eleanor, if they should at* 
tempt te escape, frooi this sanguinary 
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CHAP. IX. 

Trifles light as air, 
^re, to the jealous, confirmations strong 
As pnx^s of holy wiitr 

Sbakespeai 

No sooner had the banditti retired, ai 
Eleanor somewhat recovered from tl 
shock her feelings had sustained, thi 
their chief threw himself with inco 
ceivable agony at her feet, and implori 
for pardon—'* For know, it was I,'* 1 
exclaimed^, "who saved your life, at tl 
hazard of my own ! I drew my hither 
unsheathed dagger, (for my hands we 
not polluted with the blood of the u: 
fortunates,) and swore that I would stj 
the first liaan who ofiered to rob me * 

n 
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^7 prize. They did not molest you, 
^ndin the general con Fusion dnd distress, 
J escaped from the scene of horror, and 
demounting my horse, conducted you 
' here in safety In a few hours I was re- 
joined by Cauvigni and his followers.— 
Disappointment appeared on all their 
Countenances, the booty not havin«j been 
oF that consequence they expected ; it 
consisted only of two trunks, one of ap- 
parel, the other filled \vith deeds, letters, 
and a small ba^r^ containing some few 
pieces of gold coin. They opprobriously 
jeered me for my simplicity of entailing 
on- them a living witness of their late 
transaction. I was not myself insensible 
tothe^danger that might result from it; 
T^ut the most forcible appeal to my feel- 
ings was the inhumanity of depriving 
you, perhaps, of the fostering bosom of 
a mother." 

" Have I a mother?" now for the firit 
*ime ejaculated the afflicted Eleanor. — 
" Be not impatient,** said Oldenzo ; . 



'4 
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*'s«flfer me to proceed With the nairat 

and I will unfold all I know. Listen 

tentively," he continued^ ** for I 

read ui your fiittvre destiny that a h 

life of honour and happiness awaits j 

Such reflections as those I Iiave n 

tione4 actuated me then to write 

sentence .you have so fortunately^ 

your own sake, preserved^ lo which ] 

are ind^ht^ for the di$cov«ry of y( 

history," Qlrfen^po then went on to s 

,that alarmed for the safety of Efejii 

whilst she remained in the robbers'^ca 

and perceiving her health decline 

want of air and her accustomed noiiri 

ment> he therefore n^adean appiicatioi] 

a female cottager, who resided in a v< 

recluse part of the Apennines, and wh 

'he fixed on for the purpose of eludi 

suspicioti or inquiry ; and to this v 

man he confided the infant Eleanor, i 

til an opportunity might occur of I 

being restored to her parents^ withe 

endangermg the safety of the wretch 

cr< 



(tn CfevtQ which he belonged. OldeuEo, 

Di however, .being entirely indebted at that 

n period for his subsistence to the generor 

c^ 3ify of Cauvigni, (since dead,) after ^ 

4 few weeks^ found his means not siifiicieni 

'o supply the great demands exacted by 

^be peasant for the support of her Httle 

^arge, . 

^'It may now be proper ta inform 

you," he continued, ♦• of the misfor- 

^unes of your family, from which was 

''©ndered hopeless every attempt I mighl 

^ave been induced to ma-kefor restoring 

yoju to them, Cauvigni employed me to 

• 

inspect that truiik which contained the 
papers; some title-deeds to an estate in 
t^roYence, and a packet of letters, chiefly 
^n business, were its prinfipul contents; 
^Oiongst them, howeter, was one com^ 
**^unication which arrested my attentionj, 
■Vom being directed to a signior Di Vinci^ 
^f whose name and person I b^ some 
^Mght recollection when at Venice. As 
*Ue letter had been opened^ I felt no 

repugu;)itvce 
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repugnance in examining its content 
which were to this effect : ' That tl 
writer had been obliged to leave Ita 
with great precipitation, in consequent 
of having sent a challenge to the do« 
of Venice, who, he supposed, entertaine 
a<:riminal affection for his wife :' it the 

commented in the severest terms on tl 

—J 

dreadful passioii of jealousy, which h'< 
alternately exposed him to all the ho 
rors of despair and madness; it had f( 
ever ruined his prospects in life, ar 
forced him to become an alien from h 
country and his most valued associates. 
'* In another part of the letter," coi 
tinued Oldenzo, '' he admits that his su 
picions were groundless; ' that his lave] 
Juliana was as innocent as she was beai 
teous;' and that on being apprized < 
the cause of her husband's alienation fro: 
his home and children, she had entrusts 
the latter, three in number, to the cai 
of a relation; and alone, unattendc 
even by a single domestic, she ha 

flow 
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J. flown to him on the wings of love, 
I (being partly informed of the situation 
J. of her husband's retreat^) to prove her 
f fidelify." 

I With a faint smile of pleasure, Eleanor 

\ ^ow listened to Oldenzo's narrative; it 

^\i indeed, she thought, announce a 

nope of her future happiness ; a period 

Men she might, perhaps, be recognized 

• oy her family, and be permitted to love 

-^lontauban, the object of her nightly 

breams and daily meditations, without 

'^ar, anguish^ or alloy. 

** I do nor," said Oldenzo, *' exactly 
know where to find the letter at present, 
»o assist my memory ; but I can so far 
Tememberi that it contained, after those 
expressions I have repeated, an urgent 
J^^quest to this friend, as he purposed 
visiting the French dominions, to bring 
^iih him his youngest daughter. I. have 
J|o doubt/' he continued, " that you, 
n^adam, are that daughter ; and that it 
^as the ill-fated Di Vinci who had you 

ill 
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in charge on the njelancholy eyen'njg 
*haye described; for your father, In niei 
tioning you as the youngest of his chi 
dren, preceded.it by the Christian ft] 
pellaiion of Eleanor." 

'' Oh Heavens ! " she now interrupt! 
with agonizing eagerness, " and wa* 
you that murdered this benevolent frici 
of whom you speak?" — Oldenzo, wi 
extreme displeasure ai the questio 
answered-r-*' From the candour and;Xre 
dom with which I have related to youitl 
history of my early life, I could not su 
pose that you would have now to leai 
that assassination- is not, nor ever w 
(abandoned as I have been,) amOiH 
the catalogue of my crimes." 
' " Pray forgive me,'* she replied; *'l 
agitation of mind is so great, I known 
what I utter." Tears coming to her i 
lief, Eleanor, althougb i^nterrupted 
sobs, cried out,. "Think you — oh^ thi 
you .my father — ray mother, yet li^ 
to receive a daughter's blessing?" — ^* 

tl 
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j that I am uncertain," said Oldenzo; "I 
I can only inform you the most likefy me- 
f thod to obtain that intelligence: but 
. firs! to return to thfB communication per- 
used—it finished in the usual style of 
«iich correspondence, and was signed 
'Romano/ From the above statement 
;, ofthe unfortunate situation of tbeinditer, 
^ little hope remained," be continued, " of 
performing th^ just wisrfi I had entertain- 
■ ^^> signora, ^of restoring you to. your 
family, there being no clue to guide me 
to their residence ; nor had there been, 
to my knowledge^ tbe least inquiry re- 
specting the distressing cveilt which had 
occurred in the Af^nnines. So situated 
in respect to my little ^arge, and ru- 
minating on the slender means I posses^- 
^ for supporting it in a creditable man- 
' ner^ without incurring the danger of 
impeaching my associates, i was one 
evening, about this time, whilst thus re- 
flecting, surprised by an unexpected re- 
turn 
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turn of Cauvigni from an excursfe 
\vhich I thought, would have occiipM 
him for some days. 

' Where is the bantling ?' he inquir 
with eagerness; and on my answering, 
the peasant's cottage, replied — ^ ' 
quick, bring her from thence imm© 
atcly, for I can dispose of her, perha] 
before the dawn of morning ; there is 
equipage now waiting at an inn, abc 
two leagues distant — the genflemanr 
understand, is alone, and travelling p< 
into Savoy : to him then we wilt consi 
the infant, and as I purpose our bei 
masked, we shall ever escape detectio 
I eagerly caught at«this proposal ; Ci 
vigni supplied me with money to sati 
every demand, and for the sake of •< 
pedition, lent me his horse. I lo3t i 
a moment in setting off for the cotta^ 
and a considerable time before 1 ^ 
looked for by my comrades, I had 
turned,, and in my arms bore my li 

Elean 
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EleaHor, which> fair lady, then/' he 
i continued, '* I used sportively to term 

r you/' 

As the remaining part of the narrative 
has been already related^ by the count 
, AnseJmo, and which Eleanor, now in 
nearly the same words, with joy un- 
utterable, confessed, we shall decline 
giving it an insertion. It was with min- 
gled pleasure and surprise that Oldenzo, 
heard^ for the first time, of the noble 
patronage they had accidentally pro- 
Wired for her ; and exclaimed, ** How 
Wonderful and inscrutable are the ways 
of Providence ! — to think that I shouW 
be destined, by a similarity of afflicting 
circumstances, to be the preserver of a 
feioale, whom twenty years since I res- 
cued from a similar impending destruC" 
tion! Yet," said he, mournfully, '^from 
,iOy fortner romantic expressions of re- 
gard, i fear you doubt the sincerity of 
wy proffered wish to be your friend, 

and 
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, and conductor from this wretched dwcl- 
ling.-; . 

'* I fear nothing-/' replied Elcattor, ^ 
*' but for your safety ; the disclosure you 
ipade to the banditti of your hisfory, and 
the intention announced of departing, 
and quitting forever so ignominious i 
life, has irritated tham to madness— I 
read in their countenances determitied | 
revenge; and therefore entreat/* she 
continued, /* that you will not delay an ; 
instant; your further advice I shall crtve j 
hereafter; but oh ! on my knees, I '\ 
supplicate you to restore to freedom 
madame Rodolphus and her attendant; 
permit them to be companions of our 
flight/* 

'* Do not, I beseech you," said ©!• ? 
denzo, eagerly interrupting her, *' do * 
not importune me on a subject to whicK 
i cannot accede; that woman (if she still 
lives) has been t^he cause of all the ca- 
lamitieg that I have related to you : it v;as 

she 
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\ who excited her husband to treat 
th myself and my honoured parent 
tb ignominy and contempt. The con- 
nt routine of her life has been passed 
a course of the most flagrant guilt; 
B is an adulteress — that word, there- 
re, combines every thing, for it nou- 
ihes every enormity of which human 
ture can be capable. Her Intrigues 
e notorious; and to those who have 
d the courage to withstand her machi- 
tions, fiend-tike, she has never rested 
moment, until, by her damned arts, 
ey dre hurled headlong into the vortex 
destruction. Your pardon," continued 
e irritated Oidenzo, *' for the liberty 
' speech I use, when I say, that her 
Ty name has to me the power of a 
lisman, to excite rage, madness, and 
ivenge. ^ The power of a fine woman 
n cTur sex is beyond what you can pos- 
% conceive; and though known, and 
^erally lamented, it is so ordained by 
^ iiAmulable hand of fate, thai we shall 

^ eiiVvct 
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cither rise or fall. by that decree.?' He 

the eloquence of the speaker was si 

])en<lecl, by the abrupt appearance oft 

woman who acted as a domestic to t 

banditti — "Oh signior/' she excIainK 

^^we are all in an uproar; there's F 

lippo and Sorreno, Claudian and Pyr 

neus, flying in all directionsvafter ti 

fugitives; they have run away, ,inast< 

and nobody can«r tell whither — '* • It b 

came necessary to take breath ; and i 

that momentary pause Oldenzo calmly ii 

quired, " Who had escaped ?" — " Whof 

retorted the woman ; '^ bless me, don 

you know, master? Why, the fat lad 

and her thin servant — he got in; at tt 

keyhole, and took her out through th 

door; that is, she before, and he after- 

for by Saint Jerome, I swear they coul 

not both pass at the. same tinic/' . 

'* Heaven be praised !" now ejaculate 
Eleanor, ^- we can escape in safetyV'- 
^^ What do you mean ? this is an intend^ 
insult!"— ''Do not think so," she r 

pli< 
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plfed to that angry exclamation of Of- 
denzo, *' I only meant as I sgpoke, being 
assured, that from the confusion which' 
feigns^ iT is the favourable moment for 
ourdeparture; the confession ypu delv- 
ed this morning to relate to the banditti 
bas caused them to be as hostile to yoii 
asthiey were heretofore friendly. 1 heard 
one of the robbers whisper to another. 
and say, by your former assumed name 
ofMazzuoli, that you should never elude 
their grasp ; they continued in close con- 
verse for a considerable time, but I could 
fc^r no more." 

Oldenzo in part admitted the truth of 
ker reasoning ; yet as he had unhappily 
)ong nourished iti his soul this period, to 
^tisfy deep resentment for the wrongs 
he had suffered, and self-inflict the pu* 
^ishraent — that it should be thus, almost 
®^ thie instant of completion, wrested 
"*oin his power, infuriated him to mad- 
''css. This was not the time, however, 
^^ ifldxilge such fri^ntic emotions: life 

VOL. in. I vqA 
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and death stood in array -before him ; ih^ 
former 't^ be secured was only in in— 
'^tantaneous flight — the latter> he knew;^ 
' liiusi be the result if he iieshated. Signo— 
ra Rodi^ljiihus was again free, and armecS. 
with vengeance. '' By the common law 
tbf the land, she will behold with maligr^ 
?3nant joy," he Inwardly exdaimed, ''the 
rightful heir of the castle of Oldenzo ex.— 
'piritig on a scafTold." With this^ sudden 
^thought he now addressed Eleanor, say- 
ing, '' Angelic form ! I obey thy com.** 
mands; by thee directed, I am secure 
from barm ; lead the way — I follow." — • 
'Oldenzo took from his pocket his intend- 
ed present for the^old woman, consisting 
of a well-filled purse of money, witk 
which, and her hoarded treasure for long 
services, he advised her to adopt tb^ 

same ^course as himself-r-immediate t^ 

« 

treat, and alone, to escape detection.-*^ 
Oldenzo theti turned again to Ele^nO^* 
:and said — *' Wait but a moment, 'and * 
avill be with jou/' The interval of b^* 
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absence wa? passed in diemon^mtrcms of 
grarftade by Eleanor, to wfiom the ttt- 
^anthad just before commnnicated the 
intended plot of the banditti to assassi* 
Date them, now, she hoped, overthrown, 
by the escape of the other prisoners. * 
A slight expression of alarm was utter* 
cd by the females on the re-appearance 
of Oldenzo ; he had habited himself in 
the dress, of a vintager, and so disguised 
his face with the marks of age, that, until 
be spoke, they did not recognize him. 

" Come," said he to Eleanor, *' to clear 

• 

Jn safety this hateful dwelling, you must 
likewise assume/ a different character." 
The old woman instantly comprehending 
l^is meaning, took off her own straw hat, 
3nd placed it upon the head of £leanor, 
^t the same time saying—:*' It would be 
no loss to hei^; she had another." Her 
^hife dress was concealed by a long" 
'^lack mantle, and the delicate sandals 
^bich she wore being exchanged for 
^asant's shoes, Oldenzo and Eleanor 

1 2 \it^'Wi 



^egan their hazardous attempt of : 
ing themselves from these caves of 
Mid horror^ 
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^ IW o'er the rocky failLi we range^ 
^^^ tlangerotifl our cottr9«; but, in the brave, 
•■^^^^ «oumg« never fell*. In v«u» the strclim 
'^ ^timing iddtii whiri»| in vtdn the ditch, 
^i^« W,ta8, lh«««» dmh. Tb.,««^.t«p. 
^r« the poor diny iha|iherd cm^^ with carei- 
^^^ ellmbi to^ ovory twigi |ivai uf no pain ; 
^^t down wo sweopi as stoopi the fidcon bold 
^ ^ poonco his prey i then up th' opponent hilV> 
^y die iwiit motion slung, we mount aloft. 
^Q shlpst in winter seas, now sHding, sink 
Adown the steepy wavej then lost on high^.- 
Itid0 oh the billows, ana defy the storm." 

^^Y passed without intcrruptioEi the* 
^^ret windtogs of this subterraneous* 
^^ode. Oldenzo having now closed the? 
^or which led into the recesses of the? 
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Apennines, he, for the first time ainc^ 
his residence in those caverns, felt tli« 
throb of virtue beat in his heart-^an in- 
definable pleasure, which exhilarated and 
exalted the mind above all common puf'* 
suitSj formit^ it toiindertake the mo^^ 
perilous enterprises with noble courag<^# 
and self'4enyingmagnanknity : his timid 
compi^ion ejaculated a ferveat prayer 
for their muhial safety. Oldensso then 
respectrully offered ^h if arm to aistft Sl0* 
anor on her way ; she accepted it with 
alacrityi to anurd-^him of the confidence 
the had placed in his honour. Thus dii^ 
posed, he led her by a covert path t<F * 
hovel at no great distance, which w^^ 
appropriated by the banditti to the pi^*^ 
poses of a stable. It was not until th^y 
arrived at this place, and that Olden^^^ 
had seated his fair companion on one ^^* 
their besf mules, himself mounting an^^* 
ther, that he questioned her respectix^^S 
her future intentions, and whither sh""^^ 
was desirous of being conducted ? at tlr^^ 



«lrte fimci, intimarihg the pr6|}riety of 
wweeding as cauliousfy as possible — *' I 
ave pledged my word,** he continued, 

to do th^, ami to restore you in safety 
3 your friends, htjwevcr hazlirdous ott 
ly part the attempt ; for/* said Oldenzcy 
itha sigh, ''my life i$ in your keeping;- 
^iftember that P* 

•• Oh Heavens P' replied Eleanor with 
motion^ '* do you suppose me base^ 
though to betray you P The tru&t you: 
ftve reposed in me is so sacred, that 
€re I capable of such injustice as to 
i^tilge Hi may every evil await on me! 
-t not my daysi not nights, knovj^ ohe 
Nerval of peace !" This- firm and deci- 
de reply of Elea«oi% to remove the ap- 
rehensions of her conductor, raissed her 
ill higher in Oldenzo's estknation ; and 
^stlly interrupting these professions of 
Jelity, said, "1 am satisfied-^lead on, 
'eet enchantressy I folldw;'* 
•*To Santa Maria then,'* ejaculated 
Q deKgbtedEteanor; .*' that is^ my home; 

1 4^ Iknow^ 
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1 know no other/' — " If you meati th( 
monastery of that name, it i^ man] 
leagues distant ; so far, that I doub 
your strength to complete the journey.' 
'— "D^ not fear me/' she answered; " 
shall accomplish it with the utmost fa.-* 
cility.'* 

They com^menced their joyous way S' 
it was a grey jiutumnal mornings at th^^ 
close of the iseaison; th^ wind nighecl 
among the b^ech tr^tSi atid bweriiH^ 
clouds obiciirfd the mountaiA tepi^ ^^ 
thii adamantine sphere. The traek of 
country through which Oldeni^a »^ 
Eleanor were obliged to pa^^ to elud^ 
discovery^ was intricate and dangeroa^ ^ 
80 much ^Qf from the narrowness of tH^ 
road, which lay along the §ide§ of th^^^ 
stupendous cliffs, that they .were oft^ ^ 
obliged to dismount and Oidenzo ^^ 
lead the mules. The sides of the roci^* 
were often covered by trees and shrulp^* 
50 thickly interwoven, that the declivit^''^ 
which was of amazing depth, was hardl^J^ 

perceptibi^ *" 
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erceptible: the roaring of the water8>^ 
^neath^ as they rushed with tremendous 
olence through the chasms of the 
ountains^ and at intervals^ the faint 
»und of the huntsman's horn arising 
cm the vallies^ alone warned them of 
tcir danger. 

During this slow procedure of the tr»- 
sllers^ Oldenzb had an opportunity of 
^curring to his former discourse, re* 
pecting the most prosper method of' 
leanor's learning the fate of her unfor-- 
-inate family. Having often heard of; 
w benevolence of the confessor^ of 
«inta Maria^ Oldenzo had no objection * 
"* his being informed of the recent di»" 
^very, and that to him an application ^ 
^ould be made^ as to the most efficient 
^©ans of knowing ( if they still survived ) 
^^ residence of the exiles. Perceiving, 
^Wever^ she evinced some surprise atr 
t^ proposition, be said, "T understand- 
^^M gentle maid ;. yott Suppose such a 
^laration will be ihjuriqua.t^ my in- 

I 5 UtcsX.'; 
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terest; to avoid that, I recommend a 
trifling deception on your part^ by say- 
ing, that the fortunate discotery was 
tendered to you by a peasant in the vi- 
cinity of the castle of Olden^lo ;* then 
presenting to her the fated ktter of Ro* 
mano to his friend at Venice, and Uke^ 
wise the papers relative to the family 
estate in Lombardy, continued — '' With 
the possessi'on of these, your cause will 
be an indubitable right ; and that ever) 
prosperity may await on you and yout^ 
is my fervent hope, and to learn that, 
principal source of gratification durir^ 
the remainder of my life !'' 

On Eleanor expressing solicitude ^ 
know in what manner that life, whi^ 
was now endeared to her by such gene 
oiis feelings and accepted services, wouS 
be passed ? Oldenzo replied, '' Ffo^ 
the determination I have so long adopt^ 
to change the ^ssolute society I was 9 
the habit of associating with, I hav 
§MSk time to time^ remitted property ^ 
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lesuperiof 6r the tnofidstery in which 
^p^se the lamented remains of my ho- 
3ured father and to that I'eligtout 
nctuary I shall immediately repair^ to 
Ms my future days." 

The evening being ttow far advanced^^ 
id the pallid countmianee of Eleanor 
Noting great weariness^ Oldenzo pro*' 
osed to seek out an asylum to rest ' 
lemselves* for the night; which being 
ladly assented to by ^ia fair charge, 
^ey descended into a pleasingr romantic * 
ailley, dotted with several cottages^ sur- ^ 
i^unded with clustering vines, olives, and 
Noond trees. One dwelling, in partic- 
ular, attracted the attention of the tra- 
filers, from its peculiar^itaatness and ^ 
heerful aspect; an elderly female pea^ 
'ntwas seated 'at the door, spinning, 
^ning with great attention, whilst 
fJothcr, of younger appearance; was re»- 
^ing some account which frfeqtiently 
^^^ed exclamations q€ wonjiery and ap^ 
Gently much affected her e<impanion» 

1 6 b\AtTao, 
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OldenzOi perceiving Eleanor almost e 
piring with fatigue, did not hentate 
address the^isfiangera^ to implore veli 
for her : they had dismounted from tb( 
mulesj leaving them to .graze. in ana 
joining pasture> whilst they bent tb( 
course to thia habitation. The reqm 
of Oldenzo being complied with by i 
cottager, they were invited into the- lit 
abode ; and some refreshments of wi 
and fruit were instantly brought bg; I 
old woman for their acceptance^ wit! 
hearty welcome*. Eleanor,. In langus 
appropriate to her -disguise, thanl 
the peasant for her kindness; and tl 
untying the large straw bonnetj. wh 
bad completely shaded her face, she 
down at the table» with her conductorj 
the repast. The young person who I 
been engaged in conversation with 
peasant at the door of the cottage, i 
on the arrival of the travellers reti; 
into an inner apartment, now return 
^nd on observing ELeauor, she utte 



* scream Of jay, crying out—*' Hol^y 
Powers ! if here isn't my lady !" — " AI^ 
drude !" exclaimed the trembling Elea- 
par — *'this is a surprise ind^e^ i" 

*' Dear, dear me/* said the young 
Ionian, ( for she was really the ci^-devant 
Vdifing-maid of mddame Rodolphus^) 
!^ >vhat has happened to you, sig-nora, 
to cause sp melancholy q change in youp 
appearance ?*' - 

- It was now Oldenzo's turn to be ahrm- 
^^ supposing th^t Eliednor might, un- 
tl^inkingly, allude lo Ihe recent events 
^Hich had taken place in the bandit's 
^Ve. In that ponjeetwge, however, he 
^^^ mistaken, the nvost prominent fea- 
tttjre in the character pf the lovely girl 
■^ing that of great pjresence of mind, 
^*^cl a high sense of honour never to be* 
<raya trust reposed in her. With ex- 
^^eme adroitness, therefore, she ans\yered 
^he natural curiosity of the inquirer, by 
^yipg — ''I think I may ; express the 
^^e solicitude in regard to yaU| Aldrude ; 
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but as I see yon so ^ell> ,and seemingly 
so hdppy> I am content : as to myself 
I have changed my dress to this simpte 
garb^ to travet with more facility and 
economy, my circumstances^ as you 
well know, not being the most splendid. 
I am returning to the convent of Sant« 
Maria, and I have engaged this good 
peasant (pointing to Oldenzo) to aO^ 
company me." 

^ Where is madame ftodolphus?*' fea-^ 
gerly inquired Aldrude.* — *' At AreszOj 
I believe, by this time."— '^ Then you 
have had her permission, I suppose^ 
iSignora?" — " Certainly,** said Eleanor 
with diffidence> unwilling, however ne- 
cessary, to relate a falsehood—" my owil 
unprotected state, and the afflictive 
events which have visited n^y tnost valued 
friends, render it highly expedient for 
me to procure an asylum in that mon^s^ 
tefy." This explanation being perfectly 
tsatisfactory to Aldrude^ she began t<^ 
inform her^ that her present abode be^ 
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longed t0 the signior RodolpKas."*^ 
^^ Yes/' said the old cottager, •' and my 
liTOband and I are in his service) for vre 
artend to tfce vineyards^ and such like ; 
'l>titl be^r ibere have been sad doings at 
tlie castle^ my honoured lady — " and 
iv^ continaing. Eleanor, however, in- 
terrupted her, by inquiring with eager- 
ness of Aldrude, to what did her com<^ 
panlon allude? '^ But first,'* she said^ 
'^inform tai, where is the srgnior?"— 
*' At Turin/*— -'^ And whither have hh 
^HQplacable enemies driven my noble 
^aefactor, count Anselmo ?"— *' There 
^Uo/' replied the servant ; likewise say- 
'^g, *^ I know, signora, you wish to hear, 
y^t fear to inquire, respecting hts poor 
^ife, the countess/' She observed the 
^^H^owful and dejected looks^ of Eleanor 
^t this intimation, and said, *f Ah, my 
*^y, it is indeed grievous to think of her, 
^or every body is ignorant* of what has 
^^en her fate, there is such a mystery 
^ the v^hole firansaction j aome people 



184 AK8ELtfO« 

suppose she is dead^ whilst others assert 
that she was taken away from YzMeray 
on the very night you left it^ and is non 
imprisoned^ for the rest of her life« in s 
castle near Turin : but the most melzn* 
choly part of the story^ in my opinion^' 
continued Aldrude> '' is about h^ son^ 
signior Albert de Montauban — " At the 
mention of this endeared name^ Eleanoc 
became so greatly agitated^ as to requice 
the support of 01denzo> who gently chid 
her for this irresolution of conduct, say*- 
ing, " That if she indulged in it, it would 
totally defeat the opportunity, now af- 
forded, of learning the events which had 
befallen her friends during her absence.*' 
Notwithstanding this salutary remoiv- 
strance of her guide, it was some titn^ 
ere she could sufficiently command b^ 
feelings to listen to the afflicting intel 
ligence, that Montauban had been btl 
very lately at this very cottage, (tb' 
same which he visited once before 
during his search to trace j3ut the resi 



c6of Eleanor;) and that he had ac« 
inted the vintager^ old Zilio, mth 
disfortunes; first with hfe having been 
prisoner by the French army> from 
:h, through bribery, he had efTected 
scape; when> on reluming to hi^ 
ment, by accident he had met vrith 

m 

e travellers, by whom he was In- 
)ed of the distressful events which 
taken place at Valleroyi and the 
mm meaiurts whkh had bt en adopN 
>y the Flidmonteie government eon* 
ing the eeunt Anit Imo i in % itato 
lering almoit on pbreneyi tt the aup* 
4 death of his beloved mother* bo 
repaired to Valleroy; finding tho 
9, boweveri deaertedi excepting by 
iiouiek^per^ Theresa^ and one man 
int, ^ho had the care of it, Mont'^ 
n then hastened to the monastery of 
a Maria, to obtain an. interview with 
confessor J^odovico. No entreaty, 
petition^ however urgently request- 
pottld^iodnpetheiiaoi^ta admit fain> 

inta 
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into hiB presence^ aPrer the uhjutstiffabti 
behaviour be bad experreteed froii 
Montauban when at Valleroy. Tb 
young soldier then sought with franti 
grieF the abbess of the convent, to n 
late to her his severe .affliction; fc 
though his errors were numerous, y< 
they were more than balanced by tfi 
tender iove, the filial duty he had eve 
maniFested fowardi his mother, whom b 
venerated with the most exalted affectia 
and piety. 

The superior either did nx^U or pN 
tended not to know, a syllable respeo 
ing the countess Ansebno. Accordis 
to Albert's request, she waited on tl 
confessor, but on her return*, kmenti 
that s])e was alike unsuccessful, Lodovit 
having dismissed her, by saying, that I 
was astonished at the daring impartunil 
of Montauban, towards a man whom t 
had so shamefully and grossly insulte 
*^ Tell him,"' said the monk, '* that i 
my resolutions. I an inexorable;, and tt 

on! 
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Mif boieficiai adyice, of inttractioir, 
beoogbt toTeceive, is to endeavour at 
& mdical reformation or his own temper 
&ad behaviour^ for that often the ill- 
'governed disposition^ even of an indi- 
vIduaV invpJvea whole nations in misery; 
tty thtt!^ also," continued Lodovico, 
''that m the present instance, the events 
^Uch so sorely irritate his impetuous 
leeltngs have been^ and are^ in a great 
ntenur6| attributable to hiaown conduct ; 
bid him reflect on it, repent^ and returnr 
to bis duty,'* On receiving these ex« 
'^prtationai the unhappy young man re« 
tired from 8a«ta Maria; but unable to 
i^Iinquish a chimerical project he then 
. ^tertained, of his mother being, as welt 
^ Eleanor, tmmitred in the castle of OU 
<^zo, instead of rejoining his regiment/ 
^ontauban had continued his route thi« 
^W in pursuit of them. After several 
Unsuccessful attempts to gain admittance 
'"^to a place where he was inmiediately 
^^cognized^ from the similarity of cir* 

cumstancea 
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tumstances which had before attended 
the same undertaking, he repafired to 
the cottage orZilia, where, after the se- 
cond day of his residence at the vrnta^ 
gcr's, Eleanor learnt, that owing to the 
extreme fatigue he had undergone, and 
the distracted state of his mind, Montau^ 
ban was attacked with a dangerous illnen^ 
attended with delirium. Totally regard^ 
lessi therefore, of himselP, ^nd at the 
time Inienilblti of the dangeri htt had 
contrived one evening to elude the no- 
tice of the benevolent eot(egen« inj 
eecaped ] by what meanii or whither hN 
Intended to proceed, Ihey were perfeotlj 
vnoonacloua* 

This melancholy relation of her love 
ao deeply affected EleanoTi that for ae 
\eral hours she wept almost incessantly 
The old peasant entreated she would re 
tire into the other room, which was ap 
propriated by them for a bed-chambei 
end there endeavour to compose he 
barrassed spirits j. which being' gladly ac 

cegtei 
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cepted of« in the mean time, Oldenza 
. so ingratiated himself into the favour of 
Aldrude, that she willingly continued to 
inform him of the recent discovery of the 
villany of Rodolphus^ commencing the 
account by saying, " I was fearful of 
acquainting thesignora Eleanor about it, 
because I knew her tender heart would 
^ liave almost broke, to learn the melan- 
p' choly fate which has attended the un- 
^ known — the unfortunate prisoner of the 
castle of Oldenzo. Here," said she, taking 
fi^om her pocket a letter^ and opening it, 
*' this infamous serawl was found by the 
butler, which had accidentally been 
dropped by the murderer Finito; after 
be had completed the horrid deed/* 01- 
^cnzo read the contents^ as follows: — 



*' Are you watchful at your post? 
"^y vengeance is not yet satiated — If I do 
*^t lake care, the worm will turn again 
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on the hand which has inflicted tfa< 
served wound! My brain's on fi 
there's stirring work abroad — the ii 
tuous tide has almost extinguished ii 
I fear its course is tunning into aw 
channel; and therefore !'m not 
whilst one object belonging to — 
exists. Think of it — perform — an 
assign one half of my estates ovc 
you for ever. Do you compre 
my meaning?— perhaps not. I 
then explain more fully— If your 
sbner is alive on this day months 
master dies." 



*' Damned villain !" now exclai 
the enraged* Olden zo^ '* thou shalt 
this aggravated enjormlty in thy long 
tended career of wickedness shall 
thee headlong to the depths of perdii 
I will proclaim thy infamy to the w 
civilized world; for to thee and t 
alone is attributable all the misforti 

w 
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rUch liave awaited on the family of an 
Mdenzo.^ The astonishment that was 
xcited in Aldrude by thes^ expressions 
•f the supposed stranger was very great ; 
be more so, because from its style and 
urious import, it bespoke no ordinary 
ondition — such language befitted not 
^oFan uneducated peasant; she now^ 
lerefore, began to style' him by the 
onourable appellation of " signior/* 
tny lord/* and such like ; and lost no 
tne in endeavouring to satisfy her cu- 
osity, particularly as she whispered to 
Idenzo, '' There was no person within 
taring, dame Zilio being busily em- 
loyed in attendance on Eleanor. I am 
Jre," continued Aldrude, ** by your 
anners, signior, that you are some no^ 
'e lord in disguise." Old^nzo, how- 
ler, prevented all meditated inquiries 
y saying, *' My good woman, if you 
'c actuated by humanity, hasten with 
e this very night to the castle ; I will 
itre an entrance—- the murder may not 
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yet be perpetrated ; and therefore 01 
exertions in behalf of a fellow-creatu 
may be crowned with success." 

'' You have so much the appearan 
^f a gentleman, signior," said Aldru( 
*' that I could not have any possible c 
jection \o shewing you the way ; but 
to the poor man, he is dead enough 
this time, you may rest assured ; the b 
ler himself told me that Finito I 
decamped, which gave him courage 
venture into the eastern tower, to lo 
for the prisoner, yet he could not d 
cover the least traces of the murder." 
*' How far is it thither?" inquired ( 
den^o; and on being informed by. 
drude, not more than a^league, heme 
urgently than ever entreated she woi 
accompany him part of the way. Fir 
ing that his determination was fixed, i 
drude no longer hesitated; and havi 
acquainted the old cottager with the c 
cumstance, to prevent exciting any i 
easiness to her or Eleanor, theysalli 

fo 
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forth on this irew a'dventure of Oldenzo, 
in hopes of yet relieving the poor un- 
fortunate. 



»■» 
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CHAP. XI. 

Great is the power of eloquence : lp%t never is it ^ 
great, as when it pleads along with nature ; and the ci*** 
prit is awliile strayed from his duty, and returned to *^ 
agaip with tears. Sterk ^ * 

The walk to the castle wound up a ver3^ 
steep ascent, through a small wood of 
pine trees, elm, and sycamore, whos^ 
broad-spreading branches almost oc- 
cluded the light of heaven. To obviate 
this difficulty, however, Aldrude procure^i 
two lanthorns, one of which she present^ 
cd to Oldenzo, and taking the other her- 
self, fearlessly led the way. Loquacity 
was her principal forte, and from tb^ 
great taciturnity of her companion, sh^ 
now had a favourable opportunity f^^ 

display! ^S 
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'splaying it; commencing to this efFect, 
^atshe formerly had considerable doubts 
f the prisoner being her own husband, 
wt that supposition was now at an end, 
*ving lately received n letter from him, 
^ apprize her of his having enlisted into 
^ Piedmontese army, and desirous of 
eing her, as* soon as possible, at Suza. 
'drude said it was her intention to do 
, and that she purposed leaving the 
►f tage of Zilio on the succeeding morn- 
g. She then paused a moment, and in 
low tremulous tone of voice, • said. 
Stop, signior, do you not hear the 
itlering of horses' feet ? and by the 
Lind they cannot be faroflT." — '^ I should 
pposc not," answered Oldenzo, indif- 
fently, whose mind was deeply revolv- 
g the ^strange events which had so 
ddenly separated him from his disso- 
tc companions, to a fresh acquaintance 
th a' world in which he had expe- 
-nced nothing but srorrow and distress. 
Oh dear, oh dear, thiy are apprdach- 

K 2 ; \vv« 
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ing very fast upon us/' reiterated th 
terrified Aldrude; '' we must put ot 
the lij^hts, or we shall certainly be kille 
downright." . Oldenzo now convince 
that these were no illusive fears, assente 
to her wish. They concealed themselvi 
amongst some underwood, and the hors« 
men having slackened their pace, owir 
to the very rapid descent that led ini 
the valley, they could distinctly he 
their conversation. One of the m^ 
said, *^ The work goes on bravely ; and 
say, my boys, I think we may now affe 
the same consequence as our great vc 
iiistcrs of state often are obliged to"^^ 
having well filled our coffers, polite 
resign our situations, in preference 
being turned out, which certainly wou 
not be so genteel or agreeable to su^ 
dasliing fellows as us." 

A loud laugh from his companions a 
rompanied this proposition, withsayin 
'* Our dastardly captain, Mazzuoli, 
' Oldenzo/ as he is pleased to term hi^ 

sel 



self. Is a dead man by this time — think 
you he is not ?*' — '' Oh yes," said another, 
*' that you may depend on ; Sorreno has 
tal^eh good care of that." The horsemen 
then quickened their pace, and the coast 
being again clear, Oldenzo and Aldrude 
pursued their route towards the castle. 
The agitation, however, xif Oldenzo, on 
recognizing, by the converse of these 
inen, his former dissolute companions, 
^ as distressful in the extreme. Some re- 
cent act of barbarity, it was certain, had 
been perpetrated ; and Oldenzo dreaded 
^l^e fatal consequence which might enSue 
^^> himself from their atrocity. Too soon 
^ere all his fears realized — they had now 
^^rnost arrived at the extremity of the 
^ood ; a sudden burst of light broke in 
^Pon them, which illuminated the whole 
surrounding country. Oldenzo ran for- 
^^i*d, and on a rising plat of ground, 
s^vv, with terror indescribable, the most 
/^^ble and ancient seat of his ancestors 
^-^^^iiing with unextinguishable fury: that 

K 3 solid 
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solid pile, which, had for ages proudf^- 
withstood the harock of besieging apmie^ 
and the more destructive force of th^ 
warring elements^ was now mouldering 
into dust, (perhaps by a single inc^n^ 
diary,) to '* leave not a wreck behind."^ 

*' Base villains !" he now exclaimed iri 
a distracted manner—'^ you have indeed 
completed the hellish act, and struck ^ 
death-blow at the unfortunate Oldenzo! 
when instantly he fell prostrate on th^ 
ground. The terrified and astonishe^:^ 
Aldrude, regardless of the afflicted st^t^ 
of "the supposed stranger, set forwar^^ 
with all speed towards the castle, to lear^K 
the cause of this sad event. She w 
soon met by several of signior Redo 
phus's servants, and a number of tlu 
peasantry ; they had been endeavourin 
to quench the flames, by bringing wat 
from a neighbouring fountain ; it burn ^i 
however^ with such rapidity, that ^^ 
assistance was four^d to be fruitless ai^^ 
unavailing. Tlie utmost consternati^ ^ 

reign^^ 



refgned anrongsf therrt, particularly with 
the do/nestics^ wh6 by this afflicting cir- 
cumstance had been deprived of every 
comfort ; for in their alarm and haste to 
quit thfc scene of terror, they had not 
saved one article of clothing, or even 
nibney to procure it. Every one offered 
his opinion, as to what course he should 

(pursue, but none had resolution to abide 
l>y it. With almost one voice, there- 
fore, on their meeting with Aldrude, 
they appealed to her for advice ; and in 
answer to every interrogatory she made 
^o them respecting this dreadful event, 
^hey all agreed in the same story, that 
from the strange noises heard in the 
^^stle for some hours previous to the 
fi^'^, there was no doubt but that it had 
"^en first plundered by a banditti, who, 
^^ escape- detection, had effected the 
diabolical art of an incendiary. They 
^'-'pposed Finito, who had .been missing 
*Or some days before the conflagration, 

k4 • ■ ^gs 



and his master^ the signior Rodo 
but at length, having exhausted i 
rhetorical powers, she offered to a 
her fellow-servants to the cotts 
Zilio, who would be able to direc 
perhaps' relieve their misfortunes, 
proposal was^ ii^adily assented to 
whilst these people were making tl 
of their way to the vintager's, Ol 
who had somewhat recovered the 
his feelings had sustained, again di 
his course to the scene of devastate 
terror, to be a melancholy witness 
last surviving remains of the castle 
ancestors. The flames, from their : 
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In gloomy, fixed despair, Oldenzo, 
^ith measured step, walked round the 
expiring embers of this once noble 
building. The eastern tower, tottering 
on its base, now fell with a tremendous 
noise, which aroused him from his apa- 
%• In convulsive a^ony, Oldenzo 
clasped his hands together, and raising 
Ws eyes to heaven, exclaimed — *' This 
punishment is just. Omnipotent, all- 
gracious Being ! thy will be done!" and 
continued, " Where now is all the vaunt- 
ed power, the boasting of an ingrate? 
For my crimes, a dereliction of the 
paths of virtue and honour, has Fate thus 
decreed to blot out from the world for 
^ver the name — even the slightest re- 
membrance, that there once existed a 
lamiiy called Oldenzo ! 

" But," reiterated their unfortunate 

offspring, ^*if my iniquity is thusviisitcd 

• y an avenging arm, how much greater 

•^Jll that power fall on the head of Ro- 

**^Jphus, the usurper, who has been the 

K 5 pnm^T'^ 
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primary cause of it all !" To an imagf '• 
nation so disturbed as Oldenzo'i, y^t 
verging on the brink of good or evih 
no firmness or stability could be expect- 
ed; A mind long accustomed to scenes 
of vice and intemperance, requires the 
most desperate remedies, to recall so fa- 
tal a delusion of the senses. Such a 
scene as was now presented to his sight 
appeared, therefore, as a warning angely 
to excite him to enlist under the banner* 
of virtue. Oldenzo wept over the con- 
secrated ashes of his forefathers — but still 
that weakness arose rather from subdued 
pride than simple, unaffected grief; fo'- 
never had he before banished the hop^ 
that a time would arrive, in which h^ 
might be enabled to wrest from Rodc^l' 
phus these domains, and io be acknov^* 
ledged as the rightful heir. Grjevoi-^^ 
was therefore the disappointmerit : th^^ 
fate of the object which first drew hi ^^ 
to this scene of devastation was now lik^^ 
wise decided; for even if the unkno^^^ 



. 



l^Jid escaped from the hand of the assassin, 
^^ had most surely perished in the flames. 
Thus reasoned the forlorn Oldenzo, and 
as the night, particularly cold and gloomy, 
Was far advanced, he began to retrace his 
way to the cottage of Zilio, which, after 
much difficulty, he effected. In this little 
dwelling were now assembled the servants 
of Rodolphus, listening with extreme at- 
tention to the old vintager, who address- 
^himself to each of them, in advising 
what' course they should pursue. The 
^our men-servants were then sent oflP^ 
two of them for Turin, and the remain- 
der for Arezzo, to inform madame Ro-* 
^olphus of the melancholy evwit ; whilst 
t^^e women, three in number, were to 
^tay at the cottage, until they learnt 
^heir mistress's pleasure respecting them. 
Oldenzo, on his entrance, had been 
''^fantly conducfed by Aldrude to his 
^'^iable charge, whom,' after their mu- 
*^al condolence on the recent event, 
*^^ urgently entreated to prepare for de- 
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parture. Eleanor, however sh 
wish to linger in a place now 
so dear to her, from having sc 
been the residence of Montaub 
the probability that he might 
return to it, yet admitting th< 
that such delay might prove o-f f< 
zo, she offered no excuse, and w 
fore soon equipped to undertake 
long day's journey; they then 
/ grateful leave of the benevoler 
• gers, and departed. 

The morning being fine, and 
part of the road extremely goo 
forded Oldenzo an opportunity i 
municating the suspicions he ent 
respecting his former associate 
their conversation in the wood 
preceding night, he had no dot 
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'gflomjnious death. Suth ever is the fate 
of those who minsjle with the dissolute 
>Dd unworthy. " Alas !" now mentally 
?jacnlated Eleanor, " what evils has the 
l«ad of poverty brought thee to ! it has 
tifled all those latent^ powers of mind, 
^Mch must in time have been successfully 
xerted for your good: the want of resolu- 
lon and industry is, I plainly see^ the source 
f your misfortunes, for which there is 
oremedy.''^ She looked piteously at 
Je object of them, and lamented it was 
ot at present in her power to return the 
indness she had experienced from GU 
tnzo. " But," continued Eleanor, '* if 
!>U think it advisable to leave Italy, in- 
sad of pursuing your former deter- 
ination of repairing to a monastery^ 
ance, perhaps, may bring you into 
^ society of the honoured being to 
^cm, you say, I owe my existence ; do 
t shun him — relate your hapless story 
confess your fault; and if he has a 
^rk of generosity in his naiure, my fa- 
ther 
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Kude rise the rocks, with fragrant flowers he< 
Terrific ruins nodding o'er the scene V 

A painful idea now rushed on her 
membrance ; she abruptly discontin 
this descriptive style of com'posit 
and concluded, in broken measure^ i 
vt deep-drawn sigh, whilst again look 
towards the monastery — 

" There, on the harp, a sweet Cecilia plays> 
And melts in air the sdrrows of her days." 

" And who is Cecilia ?" inquired 
deriZO, — " One of the sisterhood of Sa 
Maria, a lady whom I tqnderly love 
revere," replied Eleanor. — ^' The bj 
is familiar to me, yet I cannot exa 
bring to my recollection where I 1 
heard it: to what family does she 
long?'' said Oldenzio.— *' Of that I 
ignorant ; from some local misforto 
as I understand, it has ever been ke 
profound secret.'* 

'' Oh, now I remember ; Rodolj 
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had a sister; so '* he was continuing, 

but Eleanor mournfully interrupted him, 

by saying, *' She is dead ! Aldrude re- 

-counted to me her unfortunate history; 

the lady Rodolphus, however, had a name 

■ritnilarto ray own, Eleonora." — 'M know 

at," answered Oldenzo; *'but in compli* 

ment to a favourite deceased sister of her 

- mother, they likewise added to it that 

of Cecilia/' 
■ "You astonish me!" — ^' Yet is it 
true,'* he replied. — " Heavens !" now 
exclaimed the agitated girl, ''what a deep 
laid scheme of iniquity must then have 
ieen practised on her! yet you'll pardon 
^e, signior," again continued Eleanor, 
■after a short pause, " if I say, that from 
, "''ecollecting a variety of circumstances 
attached to the history of the lady Ro- 
dolphus, you certainly are mistaken." — 
" It may be so," answered Oldenzo, ra- 
^Iier disconcerted, on his word being 
doubted. They had now arrived almost 
^iose to. the convent gates; he therefore 

saidj 
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said^ " I congratulate you, fair maid, ofi ^ 

the completion of your perilous adven«. 

tures, and take my leave." — " Oh ! do i 

not bid me farewell/' she replied, '*un- j 

til you acquaint me when I shall have the 

satisfaction of hearing from you." — 

^' Should fortune smile upon my endea- j 

vours to do you service, I will certainly j 

communicate that happiness; but if i 

otherwise," continued Oldenzo, .'Mhat i 

no favourable account can be recorded i 

either of your family or my own destiny, 

I will not trouble you." Eleanor now 

again timidly reproached her conductor 

for his want of confidence, and. for the 

idea she thought he entertained of her 

heart being indifferent to the misfortunes 

of others. After much persuasion, fear- 

ing, likewise, that he should make her 

really uncomfortable, Oldenzo promised 

to write often ; and to elude suspicion or 

inquiry, the letters were to be signed 

under the feigned name of Philander: he 

invoked every blessing to attend on her, 

then 
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. ilien rangp the bell for them to admit 
; JEleanor into the convent, and with an 
affectionate adieu^ departed. 
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n.end. The story of Mrs. Woodly is not ill connected, Ihc de« 
velopment of sir James Stretton*s character and villainy is well 
managed, and xbt Jinale just as it should be. Georgiana is aa 
clec^ant little witch, and Sydenham a vety worthy ^ne fellowi 
highly deserving the good fortune which the author has bees 
pleased to bestow upon him, by giving hini so lovely a wife li 
Georgiana. The best-drawn scene is the discovery which ii 
made of Mrs. W«odly being the wife of lord Bellmont and tbi 
sister of lord liiverstoa." Critical Review^ Sept^ 181i 



Sln<8ielmo; 



OB, 



THE DAY OF TRIAL. 



A ROMANCE. 



IN FOUR VOLUMES. 



IT 

MARY HILL, 

AUTHOR OF THE FOREST OF COMALVA, ^'C^ 



To Uve with fame, 
Hm godi allow to maJDy ; bqt to die 
Ymk eqaal Initre, i» a Ueoing HesreD 
Sdecttfrom all the cfaoioeit boons of fltfc^ 
And with ft sparing haod on few bolowi. 

OLOTEIU 



VOL. IV. 



LONVON : 
PRINTED AT THE 

FOB A. K. NEWMAN AND CO% 

X<lJ>£2fHALJU8T&m% 
1813. 



e 



A N S E ]L M O. 



CHAP. I. 

The darksome pines that o*er yon rocks reclin*d 
Wave high, and marmur to the lioUow wind ; 
The wandering streams that shine between the hilfe; 
The grots that echo to the tinkling rills ; 
The dving gales that pant upon the trees; 
"Tlie kikes tliat quiver to the curhng breeze-— 
^o more these scenes my meditation aid. 
Or lull to rest the visionary maid ; 
.But oVr the twilight groves and dusky caves^ 
L.ong-sounding aisles and intermingled graves^ 
Black Melancholy sits, and roond her throw3 
A deathlike silence, and a dread repose ; 
Her gloomy presence saddens all ihe scene^ 
Shades ev'ry flowV, and darkens ev'ry green. 
Deepens the murmur of the fidling floods, 
And breathes a browner horror on the woods. 

Pope, 

JL HE interval of anxiety now passed hy 
Eleanor, as to the reception she should 
meet with at so unexpected a return to 

1 vox, JV. B \Vi 



3 AK«£LMO. 

the monastery, was soon terminate^* 
-she was instantly recognized by the coB* 
^entuals with emotions of the truest 
pleasure. They conducted her to the 
abbess, who likewise tenderly embraced 
her; and the congratulatory looks whi^ 
were exchanged from eye to eye, con- 
veyed more real joy to the heart of Elea- 
nor, than the most studied compliments 
or protestations of regard could possibly 
have imparted. However great was ib^ 
curiosity of the sisterhood to learn tht 
events which had happened to Eleanor 1 
during her residence at the castle of Old^ ^' 
zo, yet, onpercei ving her faint, and fequ ^r* 
ing re^t, they humanely forbore tb^^ir 
inquiries. The abbess herself attend^ 
the lovely girl to her apartment, whe^^^* 
according to the strict observance mai^' 
tained in Aat convent of devotional 0^" 

« 

crcise, prayers were read by the superic^^* 
in which Eleanor joined with pioua af*^ 
unafifectcd fervour. The voice of tf*^ 
abbess i>ften faltered during the servio^^ 
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^^d at times became qaite inaudible, 
^eaoor felt the utmost solicitude to learn 
^he cause of these emotions, fearing in- 
disposition was the consequence of them. 
At the conclusion of the vespers, she af- 
■'^tbnately inquired respecting her 
l^ealth f tQ which the venerable devotee 
Replied — '' Not quite so well, my child, 
^s when you left us; lowness of spirits 
^an infirmity, however,Iam often subject 
*o : I shiall be better to-morrow/' — A tear 
^Me down her cheek as she expressed 
^hat opinion — another followed; and 
therefore finding herself totally unable 
'^ repress these sensations of sorrow; in 
^Hent grief ihe left the apartment. 

''Alas!" £leanor now mentally ex- 
claimed, " what ap unfortunate being I 
^nn !...^iver in pursuit of iiaf^nessi, look-* 
^^ng forward to some distant good, whichj 
^Vcn whtm obtained, . flies from me 
*^^ifter than the velocity of departing 
'^^ghl-^returns^ and tfaeoi is^Iost to me 
^^t CYcrlV Th'» rcflectibn; ftom tbe a^t 

B 2 'p^i^TsX 



^ico, was too true^ she thought, to 
of the least doubt ■: her fears repre 
he was dying,and that shesbould ne^ 
liold him more. — " Cecilia too," sh 
•continued — "Unkind Cecilia, not t 
come me on my arrival ! nor even 
press a wish to see me ! Alas ! hoi 
time and absence weaken, nay som 
obliterate, the oiost endeared* i 
ships!" 

So passed with Eleanor the t 
Slight ; unable to sleep, and yet so 
requiring it, her agitation at leng 
came so excessive, as to determin 
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door, however, was fastened ; and bein^f^ 
ful of drsturbing her, Etbanor seated 
ielf near the ceH, to wait until Cecilia 
aid be obNged to attend the chapeL 
U lengtb the faint rays of moroing* 
ke through the gratied windows of the 
nastery. The matin-bell rang; and' 
conventuals were beginning to pre- 
e for their pious avocation^; Eleanor' 
in listened ta hear if her friend had* 
en ; she knocked softly at the door — 
ed her by name, bnt no answer was>^ 
rmed — repeated it* several times^ well* 
>wing that Cecilia^ if she neglected' 
nding the customary devotions, would? 
rive a severe reprimand from the su-^ 
ion Several of the nuns now ap^ 
ached> and on observing their young* 
iciate alone^ they requested she would 
E>mpany them to the service. ^' I thanki 
\/* said Eleanor, ^ but I am waiting to^ 
«d your sister Cecrlisr."— '* Have yoa. 
n into the cell?'*' inquired one of 
in.—*' No,** sj|^ replied, ^ Icanno* 

J 3 oWvsw 
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obtain admittance ; the door is locked.*' 
~" Oh, then you had bejter come with 
us," said an elderly nun, Jooking sign^ 
ficantly at her companious, '' for it i* 
very probable CecUia is already there/' 

Tears filled the eyes of £leahor, assb^ 
was now obliged, however re.luctaatljT^ 
tc^ follow them. The remisBQess of be^ 
friend not attending to her religious du-^ 
ties, she recollected, had once before 
subjected the nun to a severe puaiA*' 
nient, which Eleanor knew, from bcrT^ 
present ill state of health, she would oov^ 
be less gble to endure. On their en^ 
trance iato the chapel, in vain did tb^ 
aviis^ble girl look around to rtcogniM t^- 
holy fister. Unable to cQOcetl her^t^^ 
appoiotof^nt;^ shie whimpered to one oCtl*^' 
rnina — *^ I toW you, Agnes^ . we shdu^* 
not find her he«e ; it was cruel of us n^ 
ta. awake her;'* and continued— ''Iiidfii^^ 
l must rdturn to the cell, for I caan 
bear to think Cecilia should again su 
through; my negligem^/' They wer^ ^ 



AN8EI.K0. . T 

t. Eleanor therefore glided with* 
C swiftness fo re-enter the convent; 
just as she had approached the door, 
Qonk Lodovico's appearance arrested- 
progress. He questioned her whither 
ivas going ? The pleasure, however, 
iding that her fears^ in respect to the 
th of the confessor, were groundless, 
ived her for a nuHiient of the use of 
dh ; at length she said, with much 
ation---" I am on- my way to Cecilia; 
not believe she has.heard.tlfie matin* 
;" and continued^ — *' Will you per- 
tne, hfoiy falheiv to acquaint her it is 
'eivtime ?" Lodovico dniddeied. 
nor went on, rather impatientfy--^ 
le neglect will not be overlooked by 
isperior, and the ponishment I know 
vere." 

be monk turned pale, trembled, and 
ighold of her hand, said, with much 
tion — '' My dear child^ I ca^no^ 
nit that yon should suffer for the 
ts gf otheis: attend ta your own 
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duty ; that will be found a sufficient oc- 
cupation, believe me" This admonitionf 
proceeding from the confessor, urasquite 
enough to prevent Eleanor from pursa- 
ing her intention. With downcast eyefi 
and in deep confusion, from this sala- 
tary reprimand of Lodovico, sheregaiacA 
her seat. Prayers commenced ; but the 
mind of Eleanor was too much occu- 
pied by uneasiness for her friend, to 
pay that deference and composed atten* 
tion which is due in a place of religioui 
worship. 

On the service being finished, the 
monk Lodovico again addressed heri bj 
saying, with a peculiar dejectedness of 
manner— -'' I have to thank you for yottf 
letter, which I duly received : 1 am ptt' 
pared to solve all your doubts, yoor 
perplexities ; and therefore I requesti ^ 
soon as you have tendered your obeisance 
to the abbess, you will attend on me—* 
he paused for a moment, and then con- 
tinued—*' for I have much sad news to 
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citomunicate, which^ however unwilfing ' 
.' Tmay be to cause you uneasiness^ I must' 
divulge : it is the express^ and perhaps " 
last command of your benefactor/' said 
lodovico, '' the unfortunate count An- 
i. sclmo/* At the mention of this revered 
[ ^me, Eleanor burst into tears. The so^ 
fcmnity with which the confessor pro-- 
^unced the latter sentence deeply af- 
fected her. Fain would she have solicited' 
^0 know likewise the fate of the hapless* 
: Almeria: the words di^ on her lips; and 
she could only reply, in obedience to* 
^^e monk's request — " I will attend youj- 
^^iy father/' They then separated, 
^^eanor instantly Waited on the superior; 
"^^ Was refused admittance : the following 
answer she obtained from one of the at-» 
^^^dant nuns — ^ The mind- of the abbess 
^ ^oo ill at ease for her to receive any 
^*5itors whatever/' 

l^^his intelligence confirmed the^ pre- 
^^timent Eleanor had previously enter-- 
^'Hied of some dreadful event having re*- 

B 5 cc\A\^ 
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ce&tly happened at the monastery. ] 
extreme agitation^ she now bent h 
eoorse to the cell of Lodovico,. SHsp^ni 
being more afflicting than actual evi 
The confessor was studiously empIojK 
in writing ; but pn her entrance^ afoa 
and led her to a seat. PerceiyiDg it 
emotion of the amiable girl^ he m 
with much humanity^— 'VMy dear cbil 
pray compose yourself; reflect that ^ 
are all born to suffer ; and that those wt 
meet their fate here^mth the most hmn 
lity and resignation, will receive a bright 
reward hereafter ;" and continued — ' 
am finishing a letter to the count, whc 
I suppose you know is yet a resident 
Turin ; a few minutes leave, therefoi 
and I am at your service." Eleanor bow< 
acquiiescence, and taking up a book fro 
the table, went towards the window 
peruse it. Not one line of it, howevi 
could she comprehend, so confuftd ai 
desultory were her ideas; closing t 
tolume> therefoce^ and on looking f 

war 
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IV ^Kftttds Lodovico^ she observed his manly 

^ouatehanceoppressed with grief; (Hen, 

on some silent cgacu-lation of pious fer* 

vour, would he raise his eyes to heaven, 

Apparently to implore for mercy. The 

tetter was at length finished ; it was placed 

car^fuHy in his writing-desk; and then, 

^ith a heavy sigh, did Lodovico exclaim— 

^ Thus is one arduous task completed ! — 

^d only knows how I shall be able to 

^J'rainate the other!" Most piteously 

*oe monk now addressed his young pupil, 

^^ «i voice which he did not intend should 

*alf cr, but yet it trembled through every 

^'^M fence — "Cecilia/* he apostrophized 

' '^' that hapless nun, your dearest friend, 

'^^y child, is lost to us for ever !" 

** Not another word like that, for the 

'^^e of Heaven !'* replied the agitated 

* ^anor. Lodovico was silent. She con- 

^ tied — " Oh, my poor adopted sister ! 

^3^ untimely death is indeed an afflictive 

^^^^ke to your Eleanor !" — " Too sensi- 

"« beiBg,*' exclaimed the monk, *' you 

js 6 ^te 
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are not fitted for such a world as this; 
iflconsiderate mortal ! you strew your 
path with thorns^ leaving not a single 
flower to mingle with the noisome weeds. 
Be more temperate ; learn of me- to quell 
these wild infantine expressions of sor- 
row ; they are ridiculous : for never caa 
I believe/* said Lodovico, *' the reality 
of a woman's grief towards her own sex; 
it is dissonant to nature^ and can there- 
fore only take its rise from aflTectatioo. 
As a man/' continued the monk^ " I doi 
in truths lament her hapless fate; for 
know ihat 1 adored Cecilia — left my 
country, home, and every friend on 
earth, to pass my days in her society. I 
was not destined for a monastic life; n0i 
no I" he continued — " the world afTordcd 
too many sources of pleasure for me tO' 
have relinquiiihed it at any price or allure- 
ment, but that of a wounded heart! 
Every happiness then faded before my. 
eyes ; pleasure turned to pain, and day 
changed to perpetual night. If t/ou af*. 

feci 
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t £uch frantic sorrow/' said Lodovico, 
1 addressing the trembling girl, '^ then* 
k^t must mine be ? Yet you cannot 
>rceive such enthusiasm in me. I bow 
signediy to the Supreme Director of 
'ents! Time is precious> and surely 
at in weak laments; controul, therefore^ 
^ur childish weakness^ or instantly 
thdraw." 

Eleanor sufficiently felt this rcproofr 
It uttered not a wordr She sat motion- 
is; and therefore, the monk perceiving 
I injunction was attended to, after 
ute considerable time passed in mutual 
snce, in softer accents he thus con- 
lued — '* From the friendship which has 
bsisted between you and Cecilia, it« 
^y perhaps be needless to inform you, 
It she was the only sister of the present 
;iiior Rodolphus, and the lawful wife 
count Anselmo of Valleroy." — " Eleo- 
i^!'* was now just breathed by his au- 
tor. — ''Yes," replied Lodovico, ''her 
^iden name, Eleonora Cecilia Rodol-^ 



phus; and from the sitniliirhy of y 
Christian appellation, the time, the cir^ 
cumstances attendant on your discoTer^ 
when an infant, the count is convinced 
you are the ofHipring of their i)l-fate^ 
union."—" Oh no !*' she exclaimed^ with* 
a peculiar, degree of spirit, '* do not be— - 
lieve it, holy father ; for with the story 
of my birth and parentage I am already- 
well acquainted — of that, however; raort^ 
hereafter : pardon the interruption; X 
beseech you to continue the relation, fo*^ 
I am lost in astonishment.^' Lodoviec? 
proceeded, therefore, to inform he 
'* Tl\at two-and-twenty years since, the 
were privately married (by the form^ 
confessor of Santa Maria) in the tempi 
of Vallcroy ; that the document which a(? *" 
knowledges it, signed by the partic^'^ 
with the name and seal of the priest whc:^ 
officiated at the ceremony> lay concealer 
in that building." 

Eleanor now ventured to inquire tb^ 

leason of such profound secrecy i wbi<^'' 

the 



^t monk instantly satisfied, by saying — 

That Anselmo was, by the command of 

^ hwfether, betrothed at a' very early age 

toanother. The remaintng part of the nar- 

1*^176, as lio^ related by Lodavico, the^ 

i: Mder is already acquainted with, except- 

1 ^og the disclosare of the monk'6 aflfeetion 

^ for the sister of Rodolphus, who had in« 

^odoced him to his family, for the ex-r 

'pitss. purpose of soliciting the hand of 

^ beautiful Eleonora. On this subject 

^^ expatiated, therefore, wifli peculiar 

feeling; particularly the severe disap- 

J^ointment to his hopes, on being ap-* 

PJf*ized, from her own lips, the unalien* 

^^le attachment she felt towards another. 

" U now appears," said Lodovicoy 

irom a manuscript I have lately found 

'•^ the. temple of Valleroy, written' by 

"^^^welf, that all her sufferings have arisen 

'*^H»( too faithfully obeying the injlinc* 

^-•c^n of secreeyji in respect to her mar- 

^^age with Anselmo. Every noble feeling, 

^^diearly prized by the virtuous of her 
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own sex — ^reputed honour, character, an 
daty^ Eleonora reflected on as trivial^ i 
comparison to that of offending the tosMM" 
she loved. Fatal passion^ most laments- 
able to the poor enslaved victim !*' coa— 
tinned the monk> his spirit rising as he' 
s^oke ; '^ for Rodolphus> enraged at the 
supposed dishonour committed on bis 
fiimilyj without listening to the aid of' 
reason, his sister's tears or entreaties, ita-- 
ploring with distracted grief for forgive- 
ness, in a paroxysm of revenge, amount-" 
ing to madness, conveyed her, by night> 
to this convent — related to the abbess* 
the villainy of his friend, Theodore An— 
selrao, and gave the most peremptory or-^ 
ders for Eleonora's strict confinement ; 
and after the customary probation, by 
command of his father, (as he said,^) she' 
was to receive the veil. Suffice then to 
say," resumed Lodovico, after a* short* 
pause, '^ that the hapless fair one, bdic^" 
ing herself neglected by Anselmo; wel* 
knowing it was pity, not love, which h^^ 
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consecrated their iinion^ a>dthe grief 
she felt for the death of her infant, (of 
^Mth, however/* said the monk, *' in the 
<>pinion of count Anselmo, there is 
great doubt,) Eleonora was led like a 
'- Jamb to the sacrifice, and the world 
closed upon her for ever. 

" A few months afterwards, accidentally 
'JJeeting with Rodolphus, he informed 
o^e of the melancholy event of his sister 
^^ving embraced the veil, but which was 
'Elated with malignant pleasure ; and I 
^^derstood it was assented to by all his 
^tftily, to prevent publicity to their dis- 
S>*«ce. Rodolphus then observed to me, 
^^at the outward garb of friendship was 
^^Ul retained by them towards the inhabi- 
tants of the castle of Valleroy, the elder 
^^unt Anselmo having lent his father 
'^^'ge sums of money, wtvich he had not 
^ne power to repay. He then acquainted 
^® with the report circulated by him of 
"'^ sister's 'deaths to elude alt further in- 
luiry; emphatically repeating, * Yes, 



fihe is dead, to Anselmo ; but not ao frnf 
revenge — for tlial he shall find will be 
alrve for ewcT I* Mocb more Rodolphnsk 
Vttered/' contimied the monk, " but it 
is too dreadful to relate to you, my chil£ 
1 perceive you are now almost exhausted 
with painful attention to this sad historj.^ 
I must resume it another time/' Eleanor 
would fain have requested the Gonclusioa 
of it, because she- stilf suffered the most 
afflicting suspense, respecting. the fat$ 
which had attended the unfortunftte nufltt 
Yer» unce the reproof which tho had re* 
Mived £rom. the confesiar, timidity £ro«^ 
veiUed h«r from inqiiiriiig.. 



CHABi 
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CHAP. II. 

Xjet me wipe off this hcmourable de«r^ 

That silveriy doth fAogress oa thy clieekj. 

'Sdy heart hath melted at a kdy*s tears, 

Beij^ an oirdijoary inundation t 

But this •fSusioo of suoh manly drop^, 

Tbis ihowVj^ blowfi up by ttmp6»t of* thd squlv 

Thitt hid I Nta (htt vAuUy top af boii?*n 
Figured quite o'tr wbb bunii^ metoors. 

f 

Loi»oviea having now rested for a few> 
miJiutd^ flnatty elosed bis letter to the 
count, »nd read severtd prayers. On ob» 
serving the anxiety #£ the amiable girl 
to bear the remaioing part of the narra- 
tive, he tbiis again continued — " All my 
expostulations to calm the antipathy Ro- 
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dolphus felt towards Anselmo^ as he fouifi^ 
so many arguments^ in his opinion, to- 
justify it, were unavailing. Al the periai^ 
of my meeting with him/' said the monkx 
'* I was on my way to visit a relation 6t 
my deceased father, at Loretto ; Rodol-^ 
phiis, therefore, cordially invited me to* 
pass a few days at the castle of Oldcn£o : 
I accepted of it ; and there, for the first 
time, was introduced to my rival,'the pre^ 
sent count Anselmo. He was habited Ikk 
deep mourning ; and on having obtarnedk 
leave of absence from his regtmentj bi^ 
thought it his duty first to pay his rt^ 
spects to sFgnior and madame Rodol^* 
phus, to condole with them ob the I 
of their lovely daughter. Anselmo'^J 
looks were so expressive of unfei 
sorrow and inward distress of mind, tha 
I instantaneously was prepossessed in hi 
favour; T© my astonishment, every ii*-** 
habitant of the castle received him wift* 
the most specious marks of friendship * 
Deceit I had not been accustomed 

pr^i 
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^actise, therefore could not suppose it 

^ould dwell in the breast of another: it 

lulled all my suspicions, in regard to the 

^wfore-meditated revenge of the young 

•Rodolphus; and 1 departed^ith the hope 

I that all their animosity was sunk into ob- 

I "Jivion. For some months afterwards/' 

■continued Lodovico, *' I led a sad desul* 

"tory kind of life : the form of Eleonora 

l^ursued me wherever \ went; and I was 

"^uly miserable. The death of, arbout 

■*'>at time, the confessor of Santa Maria/de* 

termined me to supply his place, which, 

-through the interest of my noble rela- 

*^^ves, who offered no objection, I became 

^hat you now behold me," said the 

'''^onk, ^' a religious devotee. About 

'^nat time, I received an insulting letter 

'""om Rodolphus, ^ho was offended at my 

'^^ving embraced a monastic- life. The 

Principal tenor of it alladed to his sister, 

-Oi^vijjced I had only accepted the holy 

■^**ice in the hope of gratifying -^ihen 

^^^lionourable passion. . Such a false as* 
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sertion I treated with contempt, and W 
^er saw Rodolphus more. Thus, thef^ 
fore," continued Lodovico, *' expired 
my amity towards the brother of Eleo- ,] 
nora ; but, in exchange, I have enjoyc4 
for more than twenty years, the prondtf 
distinction of his sister's friendship. Ste 
has been a prey to corroding grief and 
illness ; and without incurring the charge 
of egotism, I think I may say, thatbot 
for me her lovely form must long since 
have sunk under such accumulating vol^ 
fortunes. 

" On the death of the elder count An- 
selmo/' ' resumed the monk, after a short 
pause, rendered necessary by the agitation 
he evinced in bringing past events to 
remembrance^ " I was requested by* th« 
afflicted son to officiate in the awful c^' 
remony of consigning the revered t^ 
mains of aii affectionate parent to th^ 
4omb erf his ancestors. From that 1*' 
mented period, the present count Ansel- 
mo has reposed in me the most unlimit^^ 

i 



^odRAence, excepting on one subject, 
bat of Eleonora^ in whicb^ from a sense 
)f deUcacy^ I %ras equally silenf. 
^ The various passions that lead the 
nind of man to action, the peculiar tem- 
wrand disposftibns of those/' said the 
nook, '' which, Iram an extensive know- 
e4ge and acquaintance with life, fell 
mder my- notice, I accurately surveyed .; 
Qd the result of such laborious study has 
tten, and still -continues to be, that aH 
uman nature is concentrated into one 
rinciple, namely, ambition; although 
ifferent schemes are practised, and dif- 
^rent ways pursued^ to reach this en- 
led pinnacle. In the character of Ro- 
olphus, I observed a daring intrepidity, 
pparently united with extreme avarice, 
judged, therefore, his ambition was to 
cquire wealth and power, *no matter 
^ow attained. I therefore," said Lodo- 
it^o, "thought it my duty^o wairn count 

^^i^lmo of apecio«isappearancea-*-to ask 

• « 

"B iov^n heart whether be merited the 
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eulogies which were consrtaiuly laviiheA 
on him, if it would not stand tlmt orde^; 
then he should beware, agreeable to the 
old maxim, that ^ false friends are the 
most dangerous foes/' 

''How unfortunate/' now interrupted 
Eleanor, " he did not take that advice I 
for I am sure Rodolphus cannot be his 
friend/'—" I am afraid rt will be proved 
so," resumed Lodovico ; '' yet if thii 
letter, which I shall send off" this evening 
by express, does but arrive in Turin one 
hour before the =trial of Anselmo com- 
mences, the evil, which we so justly 
dread, may be averted, and the couat 
again restored to liberty and life ; but, 
as to happiness, that, sines a late event, 
I think he must ever despair of/' 

The monk then continued to inform 
Eleanor, that the communication -she bad 
written to him, from the castle ofOldenzOi 
he had lost in the chapel, and that Cecilia 
had discovered it : on perceiving, theft- 
/ore, the hand-writing of her absent friendi 



she made no scruple in perusing its con-> 
,tcnts; and there learnt, for the first time, 
the sufferings and imprisonment ofcount 
Ansclmo. *' The matin-service had con- 
cluded, and i had just returned to my 
cell/' continued the monk, *' when the 
nost terrific screams to appal the imagi- 
narion were heard to proceed from a dis- 
tant part of the convent. In the utmost 
slarm, I hastened to the abbess, to inquire 
the cause ; the superior, however, being 
in a lower apartment, and engaged in 
converse with one of the nuns, had not 
heard it ; yet on my mentioning the cir- 
cumstance, she said tremblingly to her 
attendant — 'Where is Cecilia ?' — ' !n the 
chapel,' said another; ' we left her there,* 
^' Alas ! I fear then,' exclaimed theabr 
!>«, ' the intellects of our hapless sister 
^re again disordered ; pray seek for her, 
^ my weak senses will not be able to en- 
lure the afflicting sight.' In an agony 
Jot easy to describe," continued Lo- 
lovico, '* I then instantly ran to tte 
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•chapel, and the first object I beheld was 
Cecilia^ extended on the pavement near 
the altar, almo&t covered with blood; and 
ia her hand was clinched the fatal cause 
of this dreadful shock to ]|er feelings. 
The pathetic manner," continued the agi- 
tated Lodovico, '* in which you dweU 
on the sorrows of/ your benefactor, and 
^he commiseration expressed for the sup 
posed death of Almeria, whom you un- 
fortunately styled countess of Anselmd, 
enraged herio tpadness. Scenes of woe 
iiave, in a great measure, become fami- 
liar to me; but such another sight, asl 
on that day witnessed, I would jiot endure ' 
for the wealth of worlds. J 

• '* At length, however,*' resumed Lo- ^ 
^Qvico, to his weeping auditor, whose i 
distress was the more unsupportable from .| 
the consciousness of havingbeen, although 
innocently, the occasion of this dreadful 
jtxentj " having somewhat recovered the j 
first sensations of horror, with the help 
of attendants^ I bore the bleeding, . dis- 
figured 
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figured form of the once beautiful Ceci- 
Im to her chamber; the ghastly wound 
from which the blood flowed so copiously 
was on the back part of the head ; I was 
therefore convinced it had 'been effected 
by herfall^ and not^ as I had before ima- 
gined^ self inflicted. From my possess- 
ing a knowledge of surgery," said the 
monk, *' I had hopes of her recovery ; 
the wound was dressed, and by skilful 
expedients, the sanguinary effusion sub- 
sided ; but for four-and- twenty hours she 
lay quite insensible. The abbess at- 
tended her with the most assiduous care, 
and for near a week scarcely left the 
chamber. On the seventh day, the deli- 
rium returned with increasing violence ; 
she raved incessantly ; and all our endea- 
vours to calm these paroxyms were un- 
availing. With a commanding aspect, 
and a peculiar firmness of voice, (which 
now confirms me," said Lodovico, '* from 
recent circumstances, that in tkose mo- 
ments of derangement the mind was not 

c 2 tolaUg 
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riot ally bereft of reaison,) Cedlm ex* 
'daimed— ' Do yoti know who I am?— 
perhaps not — then 111 inform yoti, as it 
may induce you to afford me better treat- 
ment; I am the countess Anselmo ! and 
any other, who shall dare to aspire to 
my honours, is an impostor:; for, with 
va voic€ of ' Jhunder, I will proclaim my 
wrongs — the villany which has torn me 
from my husband 1' She then continnel 
— ' Anselmo is innocent ; they shall not 
murder him, though legions of men and 
^angels were, with one uplifted stroke, to 
deal the blow ; for know, good people,* 
she exclaimed, with more composure, 
* that I am an Italian.; and therefore will 
not suffer the annals of my country to be 
stained with so foul a blot !*' 

*' Oh Heavens !" now interrupted his 
'trembling auditor, '^ and is it from my 
letter alone that she has learned the mis* 
fortunes lof the count Anselmo?" — "I 
grieve to 'say it was ; for you may recol- 
lect,'* said the monk^ ''on your entrance 

\wto 



to the convent, the particular request 
ou received from the abbess, never to 
ention>on pain oF her severe displeasure, 
he name of your benefactor; this restric- 
ion was likewise extended to the rest of- 
"^e sisterhood, who,«I believe, religiously 
^vdhered to it. Yet do not weep, my child," 
<ontinued Lodovico, on observing her so 
effected ;'' faults unintentionally com- 
mitted are not censurable ; if they were, 
I likewise stand convicted, and am ac" 
countable for allthe misery which must- 
surely attend on the hapless Cecilia.--* 
Distressing, most lamentable event!'*' 
now exclaimed the monk, '' for in defi- 
ance of all eonstdenltions of 'the future ' 
peace and welfare of count Anselmo^ the 
holy vows she took to dedicate her re- 
maining life to the service of her God, 
and to be in amity with her fellow-crea- 
tures, Cecilia has discarded from her re- 
membrance, and has broken through all 
rules decorum, or the least appearance of 
female gentleness, (so truly prized by a 

c3 NVC\>\^>»* 
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virtuous woman^ ) f o act a part vrhich must 
bring with it everlasting condemnation ! 
—My brain maddens at the idea!*' conti- 
nued the agonized Lodovico; ''fori have 
now to acquainty ou that Cecilia has fled 
from this holy sanctuary, this -peaceFul 
retirement, to set the world on fire. By 
every account that I can hear," said the 
exasperated monk, '^ she has flown into 
Savoy, toTurin,the residence of Anselmo^ 
and her brother, stgnior Rodolphus/* 

'* Merciful powers!" exclaimed Elea** 
nor, in extreme agony, *' and where is 
the present wife of Anselmo, his beloved 
Almeria? is she not likewise there ^'' 

''No,*^ replied Lodovico, ^' thank Hea- 
ven, I have prevented that. Almeria^ 
that noble, highly-gifted woman, issdll 
atValleroy: on my honour she implicitly 
reposed, and I have not deceived her. 
To elude the indignities prepared forhe^ 
by an unjustly incensed nations-dragged » 
perhaps, to a loathsome prison for a sui> " 
posed crime, the bare mention of whic ^ 

woul-"*** 
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i^ould have annihilated her existence— F 
proposed a sleeping draught,which would- 
have that effect for a cerrain number of 
hours. The? cause of this singular pro- 
position was, I then explained to h«rx 
from having been apprized of the clamour 
raised against Anselmo, which might 
equally doom her, for a while, (until jus- 
tice again assumed her rrght) to endure 
the same sufferings ; and then concluded 
3vith representing it to be, the decisive 
command of the count her husband : she* 
instantly obeyed ; and thus, by the ima- 
gined death of Almeria, have I saved her 
from destruction. But yet/' continued 
the monk> '' such is the fate of man, that 
*^we are all born to trouble;' I fear, even- 
with that good, it has its attendant evil ; 
for during the confusion which reigned 
at Valleroy, on the deporting the sup- 
posed remains of Almeria in theceme* 
tery beneath the temple, through forget- - 
fulness on my part," continued Lodovico,. 

^ the door which leads into the domains 

* 

G 4' Vit 



82 



Asaztiio* 



of Valleroy, I have since founds was^left 
unfastened; by that way, then, must the 
Wretched nun have escaped—'* 

Eleanor now interrupted bim in the 
narrative, by saying—" It is most pro- 
bable ; for I well remember Cecilia's 
mentioning to me a subterraneous* pas- 
sage that led from this building to the 
castle, and her determination to attempt 
its discovery.** 

. •' That she has undoubtedly eiTected 
then/' said Lodovlco/^ through the neg- 
ligence of the servants who relieved the 
abbess in her humane Jittendance during 
the nun's illness; for on that very uight, 
the iwomen being overcome by sleep^ 
Cecilia was lost to us/* 

The monk then continued to acquaint 
ber.jthat emissaries had been sent oflT in 
all directions to arrest the flight of the be- 
wildered wanderer; but that excepting 
one man, who Iiad received orders to ex- 
tend his search as far as Turin, the remai nw 
der had returned all alike unsuccessfjuK 

Lodovico 
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Lodovico having now come to a con- 
clusion of ihe history of the unfortunate 
nun^ was so weary and indisposed, from 
the exertion of renewing a subject so 
near to his heart, and painful to his feel- 
ings, that the most important communi- 
cation which the confessor had to relate 
to bis fair auditoi*, respecting hen^If, was 
obliged to be deferred until another op- 
portanity. 
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CHAP. III. 

The silent hours steal on. 
And Daky dackness breaks within the east. * . 

Shakespeau* 



Hope, of all passions, most befriends us here ! 
Joy has her tears, and transport has her death ; 
llope, like a cordial, innocent, though strong, 
Man*s heart at once inspirits and serenes. 
Nor makes him pay his \visdom for his joys ; 
Tis all our present state can safely bear — 
Health to the frame, 4md vigour to the mind, . 
And to the modest eA chastised delight ; 
Like the fair sumnVevening, mild and sweet ; 
Tis man's full cup— his paradise below. 

YOUNC. 



On the succeeding morning, Lodovico 
visited Valleroy, to pay his respects to 
Almeria^ who, by the monk's advice, to 

elude 



ANSELMO. S9 

elude suspicion or inquiry, had retirM 
with her attendant to a remote atid^hri- 
therto uninhabited part of the castle. 

There appeared on the countenance of 
Lodovico a faint ray of joyas he entered 
ihe apartment of the recluse, which was 
welcomed as the harbinger of pleasing 
tidings ; nor were they deceived in this 
idea, humanity being a distinguished 
trait in the character of Lodovico ; arid 
to those under the pressure of misfor- 
tunes had he always endeavoured to cheer 
by some presentiment of returning hap- 
piness, that would result from undeserved ' 
affliction. He therefore cautiously ab- 
stained any intimation of the late . dis- 
covery respecting the history of the 
hapless nun of Santar^aria; the commti- 
nication he had to rewewas one of trae 
joy and best comfort to the bosom of an 
affectionate parent. Lodovico announced 
to Almeria, that her son -was no longer 
a prisoner to the enemy,, having been 
exchanged (although twice taken by the 

c 6 French, ) 
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French^} for an officer of superior rank; 
and that be was then> by command of the 
Piedmpntese government, on his way to 
the capital, to be invested with the ho- 
nours and title of his lamented father^ 
general de Montauban : and then con- 
cluded by saying, that from the penitent 
behaviour, and, he believed, real conten- 
tion of Albert, for his former unjust con- 
duct, Lodovico had at length admitted 
him into his presence, given him assu- 
rances of his mother's safety, and accord- 
ed to the youth his sincere forgiveness. 
Tears of pleasure stole down the pal- 
lid countenance of Almeria, whilst she 
expressed her thanks to the monk, em- 
phatically exclaiming — " To Heaven and 
you, my friend, am 1 alone indebted even 
for existence ! in my imagination, the 
veil of iniquity is now gradually remov- 
ing,* the period fast approaching, when 
the wrongs of the innocent will be re* 
dressed, and Almeria once again be 
happy!" 

Lodovico 
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Lodovico pftrtook of the joy he had 
created^ yet more urgently repeated than 
-, ever -the necessity for some time longer 
.•concealment of the fair recluse. 

" Believe me," said Almeria, " I will 
most cheerfully submit to every privation 
that may lead to the restoration of my 
. friend's welfare." 

*^ Incomparable woman ! " now exclai m- 
<ded the confessor, ''were all your sex like 
you, the golden age would be again re- 
turned to earth, and every mortal enjoy 
the friiilis -of it; so certain is it^ that 
pre-eminent female goodness must, in 
- time, allure the most obstinate of man- 
jund to follow in the same path of virtue." 
On the return of Lodovico to the mo- 
. nastery, he learnt, that during his absence^ 
a stranger had arrived at Santa Maria, and 
there left to the care of the abbess a sealed 
packet, directed to count Anselmo of 
. Valieroy. 

The superior, in her descriptioh as to 
' the bearer of it^ said he was the epitome 

of 
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of every thing which was wretched, a 
that his ghastly look and forbidding a 
pearance had instantaneously struck I 
with the dread of having encountered 
assassin. The few words he had utter 
were a mixture of French and bad Italia 
and those spoken^ seemingly, with gre 
fear^ whilst he expressed his disappoin 
ment at not meeting with the count : 
Valleroy, who, he was apprized by tl 
servant, had long since departed for Savo 
but that any letters directed for him we 
to be left at this convent-^" After tl 
explanation,** said the abbess, '* I wish 
the stranger to wait until your retun 
but that oiFer was instantly rejected ; 5 
he hesitated to leave it— -then walked 
few steps — again returned — and at lengl 
whilst regarding me with a Rx^ed and ii 
ploring look, said, in a very low tone 
"voice—* I crave your charity ; a morsel 
bread and a little water, for I am almc 
famished !* — I lost no time in the suppl 
ing his wants/' continued the abbess; '^1 

appear! 
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I appeared grateful for it ; and on having 
enclosed the provisions in a kind of waf- 
let, which hung at his side> said — ' God 
bless you^ holy/nother! may you always 
be thus enabled to relieve the distresses 
of the poor!' and then departed.'' 

*' Is there not a likelihood of discover- 
ing the abode of this mysterious stran- 
ger?"—" Yes," replied the abbess, to this 
question ofLodovico% " I should think 
tbere is a probability of learning that; 
for the porter says he saw him not a quar- 
ter of an hour since, seated, a very short 
distance from hence, by some chesnut 
trees, inspecting the contents of his wal- 
let; but I must .first inquire," she conti- 
nued, " if you have seen the man whom 
I sent after you to Valleroy ?" — Lo- 
^ovico replying in the negative, the ab- 
bess said—'' I am sorry for it, because 
'^^ has in charge the letter you delivered 
^^ Pietrp, for count Anselmo at Turin : 
^^ has been SiOddenly taken il)^ and could 

not 
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not proceed any further than Sienna ; it 
is therefore returned to you." 

'* Untoward eventi" exclaimed the con- 
fessor. Not a nomen^ was then lost by 
him in seeking for the messenger. ^ He 
again retraced his steps towards Valleroyi 
and^ in the way thither^ by the descrip* 
tion giyen^ Lodovico supposed he bad en-- i 
countered the person who had been at \ 
Santa Maria ; theiirst object; ho wever^ was 
to regain the letter ; which succeediDg; 
having just after met with the peasant wbo 
bad it In charge^ Lodovico^ on again jM^ 
ing the mendicant, (for such he mightbe- 
truly called^ from his pitiable appearance) 
now inquired if he had not been fte 
bearer of a packet that morning to the 
adjacent convent? the mati, hesitatrogfyi 
replied in the affirmative. — '* You appear 
distressed^ my friend ?" — '' I do not #- 
pear it, I am so," retorted the stranger^ of- 
fended at the inquisitiveness of the qaes- 
tion.-— The confessor aduaowtedged the 

receipt 



i 



receipt of the letter^ which, he said, should 
be carefully forwarded; and then, witb 
much courtesy, invited the man to return 
to the monastery, for the purpose of rc- 
%var3ing him for his trouble. — '' I tliank 
you for the first,*' he replied ; " but as to 
the latter, such sort of professions I have 
often received before, and as often been 
disappointed ; I therefore shall not crust 
i^ain/* 

' Lodovico> however, did not give up the 
point—" Come, come, my friend," fie 
laidi " we are at Qrowi purposcfi I believe 
you 10 be a wel^wisher to the count, the 
i«ne fti myiHelf; who ordered yoUj then« 
to bring the padket ?"«-*' Have you a 
right to ask the question ? tell me that, 
and I'll answer you." 

To such a rude expression the monk 
Would not deign to reply ; therefore re* 
commenced his way to Santa Maria. But 
on arriving at the gates of the convent, 
5>e was not a little surprised to obsen^e 
that the stronger bad closely followed him. 
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Lodovico stopped, to' permit the man hF 
approach, supposing it from a wishfo 
apologize for his late behaviour.—'' Mjr 
motive for now accosting you, holy h* 
ther," he said, in a more softened tone 
of voice, *' is to know where I may find 
count Anselmo?** and continued^ "*I 
have many enemies; nor was I surcyott/ 
might not be one of them> until now that 
I am convinced you really belong to tbii 
place/* 

Lodovico easily forgave the uncoulh-- 
r ess of the stranger's speech^ from the 
hope that some good might result froBt 
it. The former offer was repeated, M^ 
gladly assented to. The man followed^ 
the monk into lhe convent ; and after 
having partook, with much eagerness, the 
fare which Lodovico ordered to be pro- 
vided, said, " If you will tell me, the abode 
of the count, I can be of service to bin. 
I dare not teU you who or what I am; but 
thus much I have to say> that the benefit 
1 shall render him, he may return to me; 

for, , 
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% in truth, I am very poor and wretch- 



*> 



There was such .an ambiguity about 
lis Hi3n> that Lodovico thought, instead 
r rendering service to tliis distinguished 
monage, he might, perhaps, be a most 
ingerous opponent; yet as it was ne- 
sary to expedite the delivery of the 
Hers toAnselmo, and as fear sometimes 
Pevents the good which may be attain- 
ble by a boldness of enterprise, he re- 
olTed in his mind the expedient of send* 
rg thia man, in company with the bearer 
Tthem, to Turin. At length, after hav« 
ig maturely deliberated on the subject, 
le confessor offered to employ the stran- 
tr, if he supposed himself sufficiently 
idued with strength and courage to un- 
^rtake so perilous a journey. The man 
iving ascertained his expences were to 
i defrayed, accepted the proposal. 
Lodovico then immediately sent for- a 
^ighboUring peasant, in whom he bad 

great 
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great confi(Ience> to accompat 
stranger ;^ and on imparting to h 
tnission mth which he vrould I 
trusted, most peremptorily ordere 
on no account whatever was the 
ger to obtain possession of the 
directed to C0unr Anselmo. Thi 
sant having completely satisfied the 
en that point, two excellent mulce 
instantly prepared, to convey tb« 
iiito Savov. The winter had nom 
menced, with uncommon leverity 
fherefore to defend the tntvelterl 
the dangeroui eflTecti of this pi 
atmo8pbejfe« the mountains of sno 
ice over whieh they musrnocesaarit 
Iiodovjco provided each with a c( 
great thickness, which totally envi 
them. The stranger, in particola 
pressed his thanks for this coverinj] 
continued, in a kind nf half wfais 
''. thus disguised, I. shall surely i 
detection ;'* — rthen speaking aloud ^ 
intended oompanionj said-*-^^ If an 
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ins should assault me^ don't you offer 
[N^escuej but press onward, and leave me 
#my fate." They then departed. 
V-On thesucceeding morning, Lodovico 
Ma ibng and interesting conference 

Bh Eleanor; to whom, with extreme 
BCtance, he was obliged to impart the 
Pfnmands of her isppposed father, the 
ptliHt Anselmo, and to read over that 
bit of his^etter in which he strictly en- 
Uned the necessity of Eleanor's embrac- 
K'tfae veil. Lodovico perceiving, from 
Ik^ pallid looks of the poor girl^ and the 
pMbibHiig which pervaded her frame^ the . 
nnror she felt at such an intimation^ 
Ifdj whilst tenderly taking her hand — 
^Jle ;not so alarmed^ my child, at this 
ptolution of your benefactor ; he is ap- 

rEedof your unfortunate prepossession 
favour of the son of his beloved Al- 
leria; to avoid* the horrors attend- 
ki' on such an union^ supposing,, as he 
btm, your near consanguinity to the ob- 
stotof your affection, is alone^ therefore. 
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the motive of such a rigorous decree;*' 
— The shock which at fii-st her reeliogi 
sustained^ on hearing this intelligeocd 
chased entirely from remembrance 
history of her birth, recorded with 
apparent guileless simplicity by Olden 
— -" Yet," continued the humane confi 
sor, " if any doubts remain on your mi 
as to the truth of Ansel mo's statem 
however convinced he is at present 
your being the daughter of the unfi 
nate Cecilia, by which appellation, 
the monk, '^ from being long accustom 
I inust still call her, I will be the firrt 
acquaint the count of his error^ and 9^ 
suredly the last to persuade you to I 
mode of life repugnant to your feelings. 
*' Wait but a moment," said the ap- 
tated Eleantn*, •^ and I will bring you tta 
nvost ample proofs that my noble bene^ 
factor is indeed deceived/' She then ifr 
stantly repaired to her chamber for tin 
valued relics of a lost parent's love, thi 
tender assurances of paternal afiectiooi 

it 
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^t a moment when his own life^ if the 

^. place of his retreat had been discovered, 

would have been the forfeit — the fated 

.: -letter^ written by the exile to his friend 

t_at Venice. 

L "Here!" exclaimed the anguished 
LSleanor^ on her rejoining the confessor, 
g; and presenting him with the melancholy 
». evidence to which she had alludeil, '^ read" 
i: the contents of this letter, holy father. 
I, No exalted lineage can I claim — of no 
a oble parents am I descended; my life 

'f_ has been embalmed, and^ I hope, pre* 
^ served, for the dear delightful pleasure of 
^ imparting a ray of comfort to the decline- 
^ ing years of a poor and wandering exile ! 
* Tfes," continued the weeping girl, " I will 
. seek my father ; although supposing me 
\f dead^ yet will nature usurp her empire; 
^ and the foundling Eleanor, the object of 
« a noble stranger's bounty, be once again 
N.; enfolded in a parent's arms, and enriched 
ivith tl)e proud inheritance of a father's 
love!" 
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* The monk listened not to these wp^ 
turous' exclamations of his companion—- 
these too-oft delusive dreams of expectant 
happiness, so often indulged by early 
youth : his whole attention was engrosBcJ 
in endeavouring to discover the hand 
which had written the signature^ Romaho- 
Twice did he peruse the letter — was not 
satisfied — a third time, and it spoke con- 
viction, from a variety of past evcntt 
now rushing to recollection, that its ctf* 
diter was but too well-known to him; *' 
mist clouded his eyes-r-tears of compunc*' 
tion almost erased the name; but it had 
previously written itself on his mind, to 
be remembered for ever. The paper fell 
from his trembling hand, whilst, with- 
stifled anguish, he exclaimed — '* Oh, my 
brother!" 

The scene which followed was truly 
affecting — surprise on the part of Elea- 
nor flt such a declaration, and sorrow 
withLodovico foi* former indkcretioDSi 
repented of, but not forgiven. These 

contrariety 
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contrariety of emotions^ with some slight 
difference, alike agitated both. 

On his regaining, however, son>e com- 
posure, to learn the cause and develop* 
ttent of so strange tm OTCcurrence, Eleanor 
I ^ "«iit;umst»ntiaHy related the event she had 
:* ttet with ^t Ike robber's cave, yet care- 
' f«l!y •concealing ^he name and person of 
^b ^f9ho hid rnformed her of it ; only 
[ '**ying-— '^ That the robbepbcing touched 
'^th remorse at his past conduct, restored 
V "Ae papers, of which isbe was fiow in pos- 
■sessioii'.'* 

' The ^astonishment of Lodovico cQuld 

freely be exceeded, when, on now 

^^mimhg the cbtltents of the other pa- 

I per, he' found h to be a document of 

^^at very estate, respecting which oc- 

<Jbrred the. fatal mhunderstandi^ig that 

'^^d at length scff^^ted him from his 

^^J'other, now more than twenty years 

^ce. Lodovico then read aloud the 

'^Howing lines, 4vWch were inserted at 

Vol. iv« D the 
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,*y Suffer not jany longer 
considerate desire of gain^ in comj 
"with the weight of xnoral obligati 
idivide two hearts^ bound, by natui 
;to assist and help each other. Iiic 
sent^to you the contested claim^ 
has unfortunately occasioned thee 
tion between us. Of its legality 
liave been mistaken ; bul never, J 
in that great principle o^ duty, whi 
lamented father inculcatedinto our 
ful breasts — * Forgiveness. of injuri 
fraternal love/ 

^'HyppQMTus Ro] 



t. 



/ 

I* 



ANBELMO. I ^1 

ef k Lodovlco %vas already^ acquainted, 
saying that he had received such an inti* 
mation from his brother, (who was the 
eldest,) through the medium of his soli-* 
citor; but which« on hearings of his being 
exiled from his country, he had refused 
to accept. The monk then continued to 
express his surprise, at the acknowledged 
4iffinity of Eleanor to their family, not 
having been apprized that it consisted of 
more than onq son, whom he had learnt 
was an officer in the French servicCi and 
z daughter, named Constantia, at present 
residing in a convent at Franlcfort, the 
widow of the, late baron de Holsteii). 

" Heav^i)s!" now interrupted Eleanor, 
'' the very lady Lauretta informed me 
had beea so benevolent, to her parents; 
yet I understood she was sister to the 
baron ?" — '^ It was so report^** replied 
the monk, " their marriage not having 

4 

beep, made public, Xo prevent the loss of 
an imqnensre estate, left to him by a rela** 

D 2 tion. 
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ttian, WHfcllliad cAHged DeHdlstem to a 
istate of celibacy.*' 

It wouTd be difficuhto describe the joy 
'dt fhe confessor^ as he ^aw exclaimed— 
** Ko eartHf tie, my dear child, cania- 
creasethe Idve, the esteem, 1 have ever 
'borne to you, for the Inirstimable quali- 
ties of mind with which you are so amply 
endowed! No, h is impossible! The 
-only proud satisfaction I^hall feci, if A» 
recient discovery proves au the tyticj is, that 
1 have somewhat atoned to Hyppolitufi 
for my youthful errors, from having beea 
so many years preceptor to his unknown 
daughter. To effect a reconctliafioa 
with myl>rother,*^ he continued, "is now 
^tny on]y ^ish ; Heaven knows I have oftea ' 
endeaivoured to learn the place ^f his re- 
treat, to have that wish accomplished^ . 
l)utasoTten been disappointed.^ Most : 
anxiously, therefore, did Eleanor now 
^odk forward to the period in which she ' 
might expect a letter to arrive irom 01- 



« 

3enza> to satisfy the doubts ycf entertain-- 
ed by the confessor respectinghcrhistory,- 
tind likewise to remove all her own fears,> 
atid relieve herself from the terrors ( should 
the account prove tt^ey i» obeying the 
^commands of Anselmo» 



i 
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CHAP. IV. 

» 

9tr ong affiictjon gives the feeble fofcel 
Grief tears his heart, and drives him to and fro^ 
In all the raging- impotence of woe. Pope*s XloKEl* 



Oh, how thou hast with jealousy infected 
The sweetness of affiAnce t shew men dutiful f ^ 
Who 80 didst thou : or seem they grave and Iwnt^^ 
Why so didst thou : come they of noble family f 
Why so didst thou: seem they religious? 
Who so didst thou : or are they spare in diet. 
Free from gross passion, or of mirth or aneer. 
Constant in spirit, not swerving with the blood; 
Gamish'd and decked in modest compliment. 
Not working with the eye without the ear. 
And but in purged judgments trusting neither? 
Such, and so finely boulted didst thou seem. 

Shakespba*** 

In tedious expectation^ and in alternate 
hopes and distracting fears of the futur^' 
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TV movedf on the heavy Jiours to ther 
'vely Bleanor^ imniarked, for a cofHsider- 
rfe time, by any incideivt worthy of re- 
irdr But not so was it with her nobler 
itron ; liis fbrtimes had nearly attainec^ 
eir crisis* WeTeturn^therefore, to counr 
isehno, b» the night preceding' thar 
entful morrowy which was to pass ort 
m the irrevocable sentence of condemn 
tion or acqjuittak 

From the ieffects of long confinement^ 
(Qt-up air, and corroding grief for the* 
as of valued friends,, who/^poisoned by. 
e breath of envious rumour," had now,. 
^ thought,, almost to a man deserted : 
vct^ Anselmo was butthe shadow of hisr- 
radp self— a woeful change — quite fiiK 
ti,. subdued by fatal, unreasonable de«^ '. 
ondency ; for where was fled the mind 
lich once so brightly shone, and was 
Jberieficially ejterted for his country's^ 
>od — that could i^ipart^ with such ex-^- 
'ling softness, comfort to the weary:^ 
etchi and bounteous ipeliof to the diis : 

D 4 tt«Sfc^ 
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tressed one ? AIai» ! if tte desdmt bm 
eminence, and the applauses losf oft 
vain ingloriouit world> are so painful to 
the heart of tnan^ and. destructive to bi» 
pea€e> better it were to stifle in itsbirtlt 
emulation's glowing, passion^ and dare 
only to be poor, if so you may be hapj^. 
Thus reasoned the distinguished few, I ' 
niay say, philosophers, who alone ob- 
served and lamented that so great a mifti 
as was formerly displayed shouidri ot)W 
want the nourishment itsaxopioualyranv 
deredfto otbenr-^rtlurmd^ bacifc on'itselfr 
ta support the sinking soiil^ the vitd 
spaiik. almost extinguished: in theirtn^e^ 
ceiebmtedt wnrhoTJand statesman^, couirt 
Anselmro^ The real effect, bowevei^wbicllP 
bad: pxnduoed. this^ md tocholy alteratioHr 
was far beyond their power to illustrate r 
it lay oontealed in the inmost recess&not 
bis he^rt, and, like a o6nsmnjng« fire; de^ 
priced irof 'all mdrtol^ energy— ^ 

^ Quicquid anor jgsBit, noB^est^coatemnero ^utum.^ 

The 
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The fibofewBAtttice of the R6iMfi poet 

vras too truly verified in the unfortunate 

subject; of our memdifs; Amelpo was a 

sh^Q toi'tbe tek*y passion whiclr in' early 

yoMh be bad so vehem^ritly exclaimed 

agidiM* ^ Hitf love for Almeria waiB nn* 

bonnded-^^is that point only was he vuU 

ntnblt; there reason bore no sway, her 

dictates were^ Unheeded ; and thus iiiflti-** 

elu»Bd by that rtilmg power, the fear, the ^ 

dr/^:dC his being! Heprived of this cele»* ~ 

tkl' at^bit^ess of his existence, annihilated « 

every noble patriotic feeling with which ^ 

he had' been t6 conspicuously adorned.^ 

The prophetic voice-of conscience,' that ' 

inward monitoc of the soul,- produced ^^ 

cotkvictioa, the most invincible to the 

nijndof Anselmo, that let the event 6f this * 

3^ftil trial beadverse or prpsperousi misery ' 

^ould be hisonly portion, fon— "Almcria' « 

^ould be lost to. him for ever !"— Coun* 

^^1, therefore, iri the present state of his - 

^ind, however mildly given, or exerted^ 

J) 5 for 
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for his good^ mdst be ineffitrent and' uo- 
availing. 

Luzzara, who was in constant dttettd^ 
ance^ observed, with deep-felt p^Oy Ae 
ravages which this mental malady had^« 
fected in the constitution oF his noble 
prisoner; in his haggard counten^e/' 
despair seemed to have fixed her ever- • 
lasting seat. The mitery of Ansdlmo ia-^ ' 
sensibly communicated itself to thecosi- ^ 
passionate breast of this younjg^ c^cer, 
who, on having been tutored in the rigid 
school of adversity, commiserated, and 
was peculiarly sensible to the misfortunes 
of his fellow-creatures; vain was noWi 
therefore, his every endeavour to assume 
an appearance of cheerfulness ; a presen- 
timent of some evil that would happeni 
of dreadful import, was too truly to be 
imagined, from the lowering gloom which 
hung over his spirits. As the period ap 
proached for the removal of count An- 
selmo-to the senate-house, the depression • 

greatly 



AirSBIMO; 59^' 

greafly increased; tremulous ^ were' his 
accents/ and' at times^ from the excess of ' 
emotion almost unintelligible: 

Anselmo faintly expressed surprise ar 
the non-arrival of any letters from Tus-- 
cany ; which Luzzara accounted for^ by 
saying the late severity of the weather? 
bad rendered the roads^ of this mountain^*- 
ous region nearly impassable* A* long: 
pause then ensued, the count being en- * 
gaged in reading- Plato's^ Immortality of' 
the Soul. The evening being far spent>« 
there was not sufficient light to continue^ 
this abstruse yet consolatory subject of -^ 
ite profound author ; Anselmo laid dowoM 
the book> and ra%g for lights; in the inr*i 
lerisii he again spoke to the officer-^'' Is ' 
Albert de Montauban arrived in Turin ?'^* 
^^'^ Heis, my lord/' said Luzzara, " and* 
With him his uncie, St. Omll^; they were^ 
desirotisof paying Ibeir respects to you,**'. 
lie continued, ^' but they have been adr? 
Arii^d to wave that:ceremQny,.as it might 
Iw prejudicial to your interest/* • 



'^ Aam yottj ascqiiaiDted? with Monlai^': 
ban ?" then inquired Aiiselnio; to vrhichr 
he was replied^— ^' Most intimately ; wes 
have foiTgbt in the same- ranks tog^hefi 
and.have often. divided the palin of hard**- 
earHed^' glbryi : he is a.brave y outh^*' pen* i 
tinned Lu22arai. *' and.his merits are de*-. 
servedly; appreciated hy his; royal high^-. 
ness';. for it is through the strong recomt . 
mendatibn of: prance Eugene: that he is to 
be restored to the now dormant title oft 
hisi^ncestors./* » 

*' Pbor boy !** i^ghed Anselmo ; " Lanr 
pleased, to hear of his worldly, honoursf— 
fer as toihis love> he is a$. unfortunate as. 
I am in<mi]]e!'' — in- allusion ta the sup- 
position^ of Eleanor having; by this time/, 
embraced the veiK. 

Tiiis desultory kind oCconversation^w^ 
now interrtipted by the servantsi estraoce 
with li^htifTy and' with tbem^ Gondolpfa^ 
the other ofiker> to relate the intelligence 
just arri Vied: in Turin of the de8<rw:tion 
of Rodolphus^s oasjfle by an^ incendiary ; 

likewise 



m Ufeciredimtonceltf bjsvrifetind 
to: bapving. been attaekied. by. a ban^- 
Ml their jotirney to Ar^2?o; that 
ad'^Aeapcd from the robbers* cave^. 
At the former,, from the- ill-treat«^ 
Aie bad received^ was. not long^ ex^* 
. to survive. This informatfon re- 
the count firoiir. his itientaP stupor 
hastily inquired; '' Where is my 
^r ? Are you sure she is safe ?'* 
^]pb^: replied^ that .sigliBor Rod ol- 
servahty who had brought the news, 
m1 that he. had seen the young lady, 
feci healths at the cottage of Zilio; 
hat she: ^as. then om her way (ac^ 
tnied by an. old peasant,) to the* 
nt of S^ntx' Maria. Anselmo being 
atisfied respecting the safety of his 
Bed daughter,. the officer continued 
orm binii that in consequence o^ 
tafr^ssing intelligence, ; \rhich hadi 
y* affiffot^ Rbdolphos„ the f rial' was> 
deSmodfor mniieidays longer, be' 
a'printSipallwitiiesB inlikvotit of the 

prosecut\o)a> 
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prosecution; The coUtit iiHEtantly start cicTi 
up from hisseat, and exolaimed'WithvicK 
lence — *' Bodolphus mif accuser! the raair 
whom I have raised ro'Wea1thaiidlK>iioiits 
almost unprecedented^8-Ae to strike tbe^' 
death-blow to Anselino> count of Val-- 
leroy?^' 

*' I have understood so^ my lord: Conci* 
ni^ our eldest senator/ was my informant 

*' Base villain !*' now ejaculated Ansel* 
mo^. almost bereft of reason: ;- and con- 
tinued with fury-^'* A second hydra is let 
loose> to suck out the Hfe-blood of my 
soul ! unparalleled treachery !: was it for 
this I have so long supported the plebeian 
wretch^ and saved his almost ruined fa*- 
mily from the horrors of \fant and misery^ 
Assassin! thus to stab me in thedaiiy 
with such inventive cruelty— -where ii(>' 
hope of aid isnear-^— no means^of proving' 
my innocence of the dreadful crime laid' 
to my tharge, Bt the bane mention of 
which every pulse of me oirdl^ witk 
horror r-rrl' My noble, lord l^' injemipt* 



ed LutUanc, *' I beseech you calm- these 
\itilent emotions of tlie mind ; they are 
trittypernicidus in their eflfetts^ and are ' 
bow most certainly useless and unavail- 
iifg/^ In an agony of despair the count 
tWn threw himself on a couch^ bitterly ex-^ ' 
claiming— i-** Oh ! too sure these dreadful 
paroxysms will end me ! My brain can* - 
not long endure such complicated suffer^ 
ings!*' 

"Pardon me, my lord/* said Gondolph tf, 
'* if i hare spoken the truth too boldly, 
unpleasant often to hear, yet always ser- 
viceable to him who will listen to it. Ro- > 
dolphus terms his present conduct — * a 
sacrifice of private interest for the public' " 
good !* In imitation of the Roman Bru- 
tus, he walks about the streets of TuriPj 
exclaiming to the gaping multitude — 
• This I have done for my country I* To 
junify his now undisguised resentment - 
towards you, my lord," said the of- ' 
ficer, *' he has glossed it up with an old • 
grievance, the story of an ofily. sister^ '- 



6t Al^H&HO.f.. 

viho, he say% died through youronex^ 
ampled cruelty^ — * She fell/ says he^ ' »■ 
the poor lamb does under the kfkife.ot, 
the butche]>*-meek, generous^ ^d umvi^: 
pecting, in her last momenjbs bre^tbiDj^. 
only ardent lo¥e and compassion towaidi^ 
the destroyer of l>er peace^ who> sfoaa- 
wearied of his conquest> bad flueg b^r Uke 
a loathsome weed away." 

For the first time, then^ Anselmo heai^:! 
that the Secret which he had so lotig ie« 
tained in his breast was now divulged;, 
and to the mystery of that proceedings 
{his private marriage with Eleonora>) all. 
bis past and present sufieritigs were to b^. . 
attributed. The officer continued his^ia* 
formation by saying — ^* That Rodolpbu* 
urges^ therefore^ this breach of friendship 
as a sufficient motive for hisresent men t — '* 
— *' Yet/' interrupted Luzzara> *' byUi 
recent conduct, he proves himself to be 
DO more worthy than the aggressor; Sat 
how comes it that this man> who can bosst 
so loudly of Roman virtue^ did not en^ 

deavour 
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aijtoiir llol iinitdttt' tiieir example,, by 
«[i3y' ai^wtng his wpongs at the time 

cotmmtmentj instead^ of instilling, by 
ent, slow degrees, the poisbit which was^ 

length to annihilate the devoted vie* 
m?*' — ''Aware of those arguments being 
ptated, and the unfavourable light in 
iiich such long concealed revenge might 
ppear>*' replied Gondqlph^, " be has 
ikea pains to impress oni the pnblic mind 
16 horror he evetr now feels, at publish- 
\gta laiii^nilaUe » disgrace on the name 
r aRndolpKus; and that nothing but) 
ieloveef jaiticc^ so^isibiied in:&isn»» 
ire^ could have aBtoated the deter mim^. 
cai;o£'proclakBing to tfarworid; {ftdtok 
Mmisg iAisisecbndrdielinqiicnci^ ^peas«!> . 
gr the count Aiisdnio>:).:tfAt .tfae:ido£: 
ey^ere cherisbioig sus tfte luibnti^ dfipei><' 
ctioti.was:athMrt>ii lfypsGHCffta)&^' : > '^^ • 2 
Aiffielaib: deigiietl no^ioMMiwiMthe'ia^t 
Ieid::liiudtfii^ilritf^l)l98Tinxa«^ tsiie^i 

iarer dnd vendor of the poblte j|tWs>;ii 
£s p«oud^pl;fen^tifl0iof tiiiilfiMli^^ 
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had, until now, ever defended htm from 
the society of such contemptible charac- 
ters: his opinion of 6ondolph^,wassooa 
formed, that like too many others, con-^ 
stantly employed to serve their own pur- 
pose, he closely viewed.and reflected who . 
were likelv to be the favourites of for- 
tune, and those alone was he inclined to 
respect, and pay homage to — " Real wis- 
dom, however,, in that," mentally ejacu^ 
lated the count, as he again took up the . 
book, and began to re-peruse bis favout* . 
ite author, permitting the officers to con* 
tkiue their conversation^, unjiiitrrupted' 
even by a single remark.: . . . * > .. 

At the proposal of Luzziara^ \thof yim 
fearful of disturbing Ansefano in his8tiidy«. 
they retired ta a distant part of tiie cbam- 
ber, and spoke the following in so lowji 
tone of ' voice as^ not to be overheard by . 
theur noble prisoner :: ^' Rodolphus pro- 
mises to m^e iraportantt disclocaaresoni 
the day of trial/' 

_^ fieisonallgr 2'V iaqnind Liiztun^ to*; 

this 



llife intimation of Iiis companion.—'' It 
vfius, I understand/* said Gondolplid, " in* 
wisti to liave remitted them in writing, 
but' the, government would not admit 6f 
such evidence; Rodolphiis will there- 
fore be obligated to appear in person; 
yet/' he continued^ " if one may judge 
by appearances/ 1 do not think ouf pri- 
soner will live to see that eventfbl day ; 
and perhaps it is better (at least such' is- 
the opinion ofihis relatives, ) that it should 
be so ; for to be publicly arraigned and 
condemned for the crime of murderi will 
threw an everlasting stigma ion the name* 
of an Anselmo.^ i . * ■. 

/* That is your opinion ; riow hear 
mine/^ said the generous Luwtirz^ ;his : 
eyes brightefned up with the sublime lire : 
o£ philanthropy and enthusiasm in the ^ 
cause in which he was interested Y ^ My ; 
prayer to the righteoufi God of heaVen* ] 
hm been, and shall be, that be may live tv^ 
yes/* continued Luzzara^ with peculiar ^ 
firmaess^ on. p^ricdving the ixicredulityi:: 
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of bis companioiij •^ that AnSflany ma^ 
live 'till he has made his enemies bis^ 
footetoo]/ crushed them t9 the eartb, 
thai not an atom may remain to blast witb 
unfruitfulness the bdunteous soil: of dn 
omniscient Creator!"' and exclaimed-^ 
'' By mercy atone was falle» man saved, 
from the vortex of destrnction ; anditia 
bv that divine attribute and beneficent 
example we are tatigbt, to extend it ia 
like manner toothers: for i&lilmomentary, 
perhaps, transgression frorti the path o£ 
duty is to be thus visited by never-dying 
vengeance^ with n^^t a hope of fwgivcDeflV 
then ^ was the Saviour of the w6rld bom 
in- vain.* My life I wouldr £reely sacriflc«i 
as-aipledge for the' noble Ansblmo's in*' 
noc^ce \ I Fe\'e#e him with all the bsxSf" 
ties of my 6oul>" comihned the undaunted^ 
yottth r *^ I only fear it is an honour to<>^ 
great for so ixlsigntficantr a betbg as Cof^ 
neliiKl Luzzarifc 16^ aspirin to^;. for mos^ 
surely fromi sucbanact would my me^ 
Buorj! evecbe esabalmedi^b; the teiffs anct^ 

Iqv^ 



\ 



>vc of a grateful country.**—'' A roman- 
ic idea that, "brother soldier/' said Gon- 
otph^; ''JttfiJLQUPt.y^iU not find many 
►f your way of thinking, depend , .on 't;" 
nd then, on taking his leave^ ironically 
loncluded — ^' Addh, signer JBaldoria! 
\on jUca questo graisia, k:he vene pentirtfe.*' 
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CHAP. V. 

What our contempts do often hurl from us 
We ivish it ours again ; the present pieasm 
By revolution lowering, does become 
The opposite of itself. Shakes] 

GoNDOLPHE, on his departure fro 
mansion of count Anselmo^ instan 
paired to that of Rddolphus^ where 
confusion and dismay^ arising fn 
late inteUigence of the destruction 
castle of Oldenzo^ and the mela 
fate of its hostess^ whose life was 
dered to be in imminent danger. ' 
officer announcing to Rodolphus ti 
trial was deferred for some days 1 
on account of his indisposition^ 



i, ^^ At ^ny other time than this^ I 
Id have borne the loss with patience ; 
that the news should arrive tt the very 
aaent when my mind is torn with iein- 
Ai, by the«extreme agitation I feel for 
issue of the event you speak of^ drives 
to inadness ! yet^" he continued with 
emess, ^' 1 supppsey our prison^ fares 
better?" . . 

MIell never.ljoldup his head again> 
:.assu4?ed of that/'said Gi;ond<>lph^ ; 
} you pecceiye^ signior^ that ill deeds 
er prosper — they ^re sure to be fbniid 
one time or other : all Turin is in an 
oar^ there are such ocular proofs pf 
vHiainy : for one Her^ianus tells the 
^le that ive knows the men who were 
-4 by the x:ount .to assassinate Mont- 
•an at CagUari !" — ^ Aye, does he say 
'V inqtiired IjLodolphus ;: ^ I. should 
yiq ;&ee the bravo;" and.coQtinued^ 
istice inus< he attended to; and t^er^- 
?, however I may inwardly lament the 
^ of Anselmoj yet. indulgence, ^pu 

kuovr» 



knoil^^ JnsQchia cause d9s fhis^ Waif] 

' prejudrcia-t ko the liiteiH^ts of 'TrutiMti 

—--'*' Certainly, ibost noble^ wprighl 

• • • ■ 

iiior!** exclaimeA tiis 'fla^tertiig* afdfl 
'•*^ifew much gooii'^ccrfii^«y* ioiprdh 
man ! htmanit^ shttfl, 'heTH5cffbnf»d 
tny motto, as I he^r'-sb great tuiadvd 
for iu Oh no, sigrttoc,** *e ^cdntini 
'^ you could not suffer yourtenderf 
ings to an individual to' Obtain the ti 
lership. over your iritegHtyy j-ou'Wc 
i&se all the fame yOri'have€o juaftly 
Quired/'— " You thi'rik so ?"— '' I i 
and advise you to actljoldly, for'A 
are many in fatdiir of -oiirr prisoneri* 
*' My Ycry 'worthy friendi'Veplicfl? 
'dolphus, *' and vrho are they that arft 
lost to character to palliate suc^ 
enorraky ?"—;'' Why^ *fliere-s one cal 
St. — " — ""' It cannot fee ! '^ he interrup 
^th vehemence ; ** Ihere aire no ^aint 
such a d— — 'd cause as 4his; feat 'go- 
name them all, that should I ever oi 
ihje villains, I may note tfcem." 1 

audi 
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sndden emotion of anger in Rodolphus 

Was rather unseasonable before the wary 

Gondolph^, who scarcely ever failed to 

tlirn such intemperate behaviour to his 

own advantajje. ** My noble master/' he 

^7 at 

then jeeringly exclaimed, " a list ! why 
ybu would be wearied before I could men- 
tion only one-fourth of the ragamuffins, . 
half-men I may say^ some with one leg, 
and others with none — pensioned soldiers, 
' who have fou^jht under the command of 
Anselmo; then there are a number of old 
^omen, of no service whatever, who 
3re always chattering about what they 
^on't understand ; ihey talk loudly enough, 
you may be sure, in his behalf; for as 
^he count has had so great a predilec- 
.tion for the fair sex, he therefore cannot 
*^^I to remember j ast times, and now 
P'^ases himself by su{;porting these an- 
^^nt sultanas — most of 'hem widows who * 
• ^^e lost their husbands in battle, for 
^^y have always a prior claim to his at- 
^^tion." — *' 1 want breath to aT\s»>;e\: \Vvv^ 
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impudent fellow/' murmured Rodolphu 
— '' Well," continued the relafer, *' I be 
lieve my account is tolerably accurate, ex 
cept that 1 have forgotten to enumerate i 
my list a number of the younger branche 
of great families,^ who have more read 
wit than money, and who, having bee 
accustomed to partake of his good chee 
regret the loss of It — they, therefore, ar 
vociferous ill their eulogiums; now mak- 
ing up the sum total of Ansclmo's friends^ 
they arc all a miserable crew, I assur 
you, signior." 

To the inquiry of Rodolphus, if theft 
young men had access to the count? tlm 
officer replied — '^ Not one, since the lat 
restriction of the* senate." — '' My advice 
has been taken tlien !" mentally ejaci» '^ 
latcdlwxlolphus; and thenspeakingalom 
said — *' l-j rnptain Luzzara yet in attend 
once ?** — *• Oh y s ; the model,'a8 I ca^ ^ 
him," he continued, "of Don Quixoti 
who intends <»:oin;^ throu2:h the honou: 
cf beiiig susj\end<id by the neck inste* 
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of his prisoner !" A sudden pang now 
shot through the breast of Rodolphus, 
which, although momentary, seemed to 
have cleaved his heart in Iwam. " I think" 
youare much altered of late, signior; yoa 
look very ill ; this sad affair, no doubt, 
perplexes you — you will be glad when 
alljs over.*' — '' I shall indeed," replied 
Rodolphus, with a deep sigh, to this ques- 
tion of the officer; ** fori have not known 
what it is to enjoy an interval of rest these 
many years." 

'' Do not suffer your spirits to droop," 
said Gondolph^, ''when the haven of con- 
lent is so near: follow my example; I 
never shrinjc at any thing — but want of 
money; soldiering is a y)oor. trade, sig-^ 
nior; all vapour — no substantials to be 
acquired in it; obliged to live by our 
tvits — glory is but an empty sound — it 
^%vont bring us a good dinner, which we 
so often stand in need of." 
* ^* My worthy friend," replied Rodol- 
phus^ perceiving his drift, and thinking 

E 2 ^V 
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it essential to his interest to purchase a 
favourable opinion of this loquacious fel- 
low, *^ accept this trifle as a token of 
my regard for your inestimable qualities/' 
A small purse of gold was then presented 
to Gondolphe, who received it with all 
due humility, and reiierated promises that 
he would be his most zealous advo- 
cate, and devoted friend,, for ever and 
for ever: he then took his leave, well 
satisfied with the success which had now 
attended him, as it had often done before 
. on similar occasions. 
-. On the departure of the officer, Ro- 
dolphus instantly sent for Hermanus,with 
whom he wished to consult on the dis- 
astrous intelligence received from Tus- 
cany. 

'* Before we commence that subject, 
however," said Rodolphus, on meeting 
with this man, '^ I am desirous of relating, 
for your interpretation, the following 
dream, which, although I am by no means 
superstitious, has appalled my imagina- 

lion 
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tion with horror." Hermanns was all at- 
tention, and Rodolphns thus began: — • 
" Methought last night I was in the east- 
ern tower of Oldenzo, and as the neigh- 
bouring steeple struck the hour of t wel ve, 
the moon/which had before shone with 
uncommon splendour, at that instant be- 
came red as blood ; the stars fell from 
their altitude; and the forked lightning, 
followed by tremendous thunder, rocked 
the battlements, and made the earth trem- 
ble beneath me; the rain fell in torrents, 
overwhelming the surrounding plains with 
all the agitation of a disturbed and mul^ 
titudinous sea ; the tower was rent in 
twain, and this once-massy structure, the 
admiration of several centuriesforstrength 
and beauty of sculpture, became reduced, 
in one moment, to the single space, pn 
which Ifested ! A female form," continued 
the pallid and trembling relater of- this 
singular dream, whilst every nerve seemed 
unstrung at bringing the vision again to 
his recollection, ^' vested in robes of 

£ 3 >«\\\X^v 



78 A^SKLUO. 

white^ then arose from the waters, accom 
panied by the dreadful sphj/nx ! whos< 
rocky bulk seemed ascending, by degrees 
unto the heavens ; at whose appearance, 
by the groans I heard issuing from beneath 
the ocean, forewarned tone of a terrible 
death ! The monster ^ grinn'd horribly a 
ghastly smile,* and gnashing his teerb, 
advanced to devour me. I endeavoured/' 
continued Rodolphus, '' to cjill out for 
help, but speech was denied me; the 
woman, by her uplifted hands and sup- 
plicating gestures, seemed to implore far 
mercy; the savage then uttered this ora- 
cle, as with, the blow which he struck at 
his defenceless victim she again sunk into 
the deep — ' How shall he obtain mercj, 
on whose shield is enorraven — etenialdiS' 
cord on earth — annihilation of an hcrC' 
after?' — the monster then roared out with 
fury — ^Rodolphus, tremble, for thy hour 
is come!* an arrow that instant shot forth 
from Heaven buried itself in my heart; 
and from the excruciating pangs it gave 

mc^ 
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me, with all the horrors of perdition in my 
view, I awoke to have announced to me, 
that in one circumstance this troubled 
phantasy was verified — Oldenzo reduced 
to ashes ! " 

" A brave man knows no fear!" now 
exclaimed Hermanus; '^ nor is it for me 
to tell you, signior, that such phantoms 
of the brain, illusive hornors in sleep, at- 
tend alike on all, according as the mind 
is agitated by mental or bodily indispo- 
sition ; that they are (and ought to be) 
justly derided by men of sense, residing 
only in the breasts of the foolish and the 
weak." — '' Read this/' replied RodoTphiis, 
giving into his hands another letter, which 
he had received just after the departure 
of the officer, a domestic having arrived 
only that morning with it from Tuscany, 
" and then say if the prophecy is not, in 
part, veritable ; I desire of you to ex- 
pound the remainder/* The communi- 
cation wps indited by the daughter of 
Rodolphus, (lately married to count Mar- 
tini, }dated Arezzo,and was to the foUow- 

e4, ^ \«v^ 
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ing effect: — ''That with the utmost grirf 
she had to acquaint him of the untimely 
death of her beloved brother, whoj from 
learning the melancholy ac<:ident which 
had attended her mother an*l Eleanor, on 
their journey to Arezzo, had instantly set 
o(T in pursuit of the robbers; and on 
learning that a suspicious character was 
observed to be taking his route to- 
wards the sea-coast, and in the direction 
of Grossetto, Ernestine repaired to that 
to^vn, and there heard of the same per- 
son having set sail a few hours before, in 
a vessel bound for France, and that he 
had taken his passage jn the supposed fic^ 
titious name of Oldenzo. The same night, 
therefore, in a very heavy sea, the u«" 
daunted youth embarked in an open boa^ 
with the hope of reaching the vessel, at^^ 
arresting the robber's progress. Jus^ 
however, as the craft came alongside th^ 
ship, and one of the rowers vociferated^ — ' 
' That's he, signior ! the man we suspe^ 
is now seated on the gunwale, ^nd ^* 

lookir^ ^ 
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looking towards you/ the boat sWamped, 
and Ernestine Rodolphus, this unfortu- 
nate young man, having drifted beneath 
the vessel, perished ! the two men to 
whom the boat belonged were, however, 
saved, through the exertions of the sai- 
lors of the ship, and had likewise their 
craft restored to them, to carry back to 
Grossetto the melancholy tidings/' The 
letter then concluded with the intelli- 
gence of the dangerous illness of her mo- 
ther, in consequence of the severe afflic- 
tions which had lately visited theirfa- 
mily, and that she was not expected to 
survive. Hermanus having perused this 
account, gradually folded up the letter, 
and on returning it, Rodolphus exclaim- 
ed — " Now then, say if horrors do not 
niultiply on me ?" 

'^ The unlucky planet which presided 
at your birth," said Hermanus, '* certainly 
^gain hovers over you with destructive 
i nflueice; nevertheless, be resolute ; do- 
mestic woes must not find an entrance 
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into a breast, when honour, life, and every 
worldly advantage, is at stake ! you have 
impeached the count Anselmo— a man of 
ail others, from his retent popularity, the 
most dangerous to attack, the duke of 
Savoy, his royal cousin the prince Eu- 
gene, and indeed 1 may say, the greater 
tiumber of the court party, being secretly 
inclined to favour Anselmo; otherwise 
the trial would not have been deferred 
for three months beyond its stated period. 
In the conduct, likewise, of Albert de 
Montauban," he continued, *' there is a 
great mystery; he is arrived in Turin, 
with his uncle St. OrvilM, and has de- 
clined the intended honour of the go-' 
vernment, convinced, as they seem to be, 
of the unjust imprisonment of his late 
father — the bestowing on his^ remains a 
public funeral ; instead of which, at the 
youth's particular request, the body is io 
be conveyed to the chateau of Montau- 
ban, at which place is. to be erected a 

splendid mausolieumj to contain thesa- 
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cred relic^ahd to perpetuate his memory." 
Hermanus inquired^ '' Where is your pri- 
soner, signior?" — ''Where he should 
be," replied Rodolphus, in an angry tone 
of voice; ''in heaven> I hope.*' — "That 
is well,'* retorted the other; " then what 
have you to fear ?** — Rodolphus answer- 
ed — '^Myself! I am languid ; my strength, 
which, Atlas like, could once have borne 
the globe itseff, now has scarcely sufficient 
power to raise a gossamer!" 

" That proceeds from inaction,'* said 
Hermanus ; "strength and spirits are only 
acquired by exerting them : you have 
long studied the minds of others — now 
then pay attention to yourself; leave off 
the sedentary employment ofwriting,sig- 
nior ; words will flow fast enough, when 
the occasion, and your wholq vital inte- 
rest depend on it, Anselmo, however, 
once dead, and I question not, grievoMS 
as may have been your wrongs, and his 
turpitude, but that you wijl repent of it; 
for it is a ju^t remark, ' thai we feel not 
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the value of a friend until we have lost 
him;' I therefore repeat, that you will 
lament — " — ''Never!" interrupted Ro- 
•dolphus; '' revenge has so completely 
entwined itself around my soul, that it 
must be satisfied before I can taste re- 
pose. You say Anselmo was my friend; 
I say he was my foe ; for did I not hear 
the public boast he made, on retiring 
from office, that but for him, his bounty, 
my circumstances were so deranged, that 
I should have been ruined past redemp- 
tion?. Is this the way to bestow a boon, 
conferring a momentary gratification, 
and casting an everlasting stigma and.dls- 
trust on the receiver, that the world may 
have notice to hate and avoid one, when, 
at the same time,'"he continued, "the 
real motives for such generosity, through 
shame of publicity, must lie concealed? 
the barter — a sister's honour ! Nothing 
but his life can expiate my revenge, and 
then may eternal furies haunt him for the 
hellish deecU" . 

'*You 
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" You are now too warm, signior;. if 
you rant thus in the senate, the cause, 
however just, will be lost; and the blow 
you design to strike rebound back again." 
'' Do not drive me mad — totally be- 
ueave me of everv sense !" exclaimed Ro- 
dolphus; ''I repeat that, on my pirt, the 
evidence is written, well known to all/* 
— ^' So much the better," replied Her- 
manns; ''and now then, signior. Til take 
mv leave, until the dav after to-morrow, 
Friday, nine o'clock, which hour precisely 
I will be here, to attend on you to the 
senate-house." — "Thanks/' answered Ro- 
dolphus ; " I'll to bed, and sleep till the . 
wished-for morn ; so fare you well." 

From the preceding conversation, it 
may not be amiss to observe one leading 
feature in the character of Rodolphus, that, 
in the general acceptation of the phrase, 
he admitted no confidants; his mind, 
and real motives for action, were always 
closely concealed in his own breast; 
Herman us, therefore, knew no more than 
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%vhat he had just related, as well as whaf 
he had done before — that the count Afi- 
selnio was guilty, and he, Rodolphus, the 
aggressed. So biassed in the favour of the 
latter,and having received from him many 
tokens of friendship, Herman us was as- 
suredly devoted to promote the interest 
pf his patron. As to the expression 
which he -uttered in inquiring afrer the 
prisoner of Oidenzo, and the reply, (on 
hearing the death of the unknown, J "That 
is \^1I ;" considering the account given 
of him by Rodolphus, "that he was an 

• 

assassin, and his most bitter enemy," was, 
therefore, in some degree justifiable. For 
in a known bad cause, Hermanns hadsuf- 
Ccient sense not to be well aware 

— — " Men that make 

Kiiir^ and crooked malice nouri^thment^ 

Dare bite the best/' 
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CHAP. VT. 

'Neither man nor angel can discern 

Hypocrisy, the only evil that walks 

Invisible, except to God alone. 

By his permissive vi^iU, through heaven and earrl^; 

And oft, though wisdom wake, sn^picion sleeps 

At i/visdom^s gate, and to simplicity 

Resigns her charge; while goodness thinks no ill. 

Where no ill seems. Mii-roN* 

EFORE the appointed hour agreed be» 
veen them, Hermanns was at the house 
f RodoJphus. On the entrance of the 
liter, he said, in a cheerful tone of voice 
-"The day begins propitious; the sun's 
right radiance ever animates and ilhi-* 
lines my soul : but you are, here be- 
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honest anger, just revenge, to assert 
maintain the crgnity of mankind." 

In the hall, they found already. ass 
bled prince Eugene, Albert, now mar 
ofMontauban, St. OrvilM, and eigl 
the senators. Rodolphus met them ' 
a firm step, erect attitude, and a cou 
nance on which were portrayed the i 
gled emotions of horror and manly g 
for the occasion which had thus broi 
them together. The articles of impe 
ment being read, the principal sen 
thus addressed Rodolphus — '' We un 
stand, by your evidence, that you f 
acquit the late general Mantauban of I 
ing been in the leas! accessary to the j 
lication of the libel for which he was 
prisoned ?" — " I do," he replied ; *' 
it was written bv count Anselmo, for 
most insidious diabolical purpose of 
juring the fame, and, in the end, of cau 
the death of that much-lamented cha 
ter." An expression of disbelief a: 
the truth of this statement was no\* 
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-fcred by St. Orville; but on his being in- 
sfantly'silenred by the council, the sena- 
tor continued — ''You have brought three 
men, as witnesses in favour of the prosecu- 
tion, who will prove they were employed 
by an agent of Anselmo's to assassinate 
general Montauban in the castle of Oris- 
tagiii iy — '' They are at hand to swejff 
it," answered Rodolphus. The bravoes 
were then called into their pVesence; 
and each of them sv^ore they were 
tempted by a person in the service of the 
count to perform the deed, which they 
all declined; and to prevent publicity to 
the circumstance, they had each been 
presented by this agent with a handsome 
sum of money, conjunctly to bind them. 
over to secrecy. On the question being- 
put to them, in what manner they were 
to gain access to general Montauban? 
they replied, through the means of one 
of the officers belonging to the prison of 
Oristagni — Marsias Luzzara ! They were 
now interrupted bysignior Orvill6, who 

apologizin<^ 
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apologizing to the senators for thus agai» 
iritiU'Jing himself on their notice, ex- 
claimed — ^' The hand-writing of the libel, 
most venerable judges, was traced out, 
by several persons, to be that of a former 
inhabitant of Cagliarr^ named Luzzarai" 
Several voice^B now cried out — '* Where J 
is the man ?'' to which one of the wit- 
nesses answered — " He fled, immediately 
after the death of Montauban/' — "You 
mistake, Zucco," said another ; '^ Marsias ; 
Liizzara, you know, died of the fever/" 
— *■' I stand corrected," replied his com- 
rade ; ** yes, honourable gentlemen/' 
he continued, " Luzzara is dead, sure 
enough/' 

" It was reported'so to the governtnent 
of Piedmont," exclaimed the eldest se- 
nator; and continued, by addressing St. 
OrvilM, ** you judge then, signior, that 
this man we speak of was the author of 
those scandalous papers?" 

'^ No, my lord," he replied; '^thepc^ 
son I allude to bad, for many years, been 

' a resident 
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resident at Paris; on the receiving suf- 
cient information to convince me that 
e was the author of the libel, I instantly 
^paired 4o that city, for the express pur- 
lose of having him taken into custody; 
>ut unfortunately, by some means or 
ther, he learnt that intention : the vil- 
iin, therefore, escaped detection. 1 
oubt not, however,*' continued St. Gr- 
ille, '^ that the Luzzara who these men 
ssert was to favour them in executing: 
he diabolical murder at Oristagni, was 

relative to the infamous character of 
^hich I speak; although to me, and se- 
eral other friends of the lamented ge- 
eral, he then, in the most unequivocal 
lanner, denied any connexion with him 
hatever." 

" If we are to believe the assertion of 
lese men, hold it in the same degree of 
uth as entertained by signior Rodol- 
bus," exclaimed a senator, *^ who has, 
ith infinite trouble and pains, traced 

r 

lit the leading points of this mysterious 
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transaction, ivhich ultimately occasioned, 
by unparalleled treachery and iniquity, 
the death of the lamented general 4c 
Montniiban, theti must we, eVcr follow- 
ing the strict course of justice, doom An- 
selmo to die! the past services which our. 
noble prisoner has rendered to the coun- 
try as a warrior and a statesman — the be- 
neficial effects we have all experienced 
from his consummate wisdom and policy 
for the good of the commonwealth-r-and . 
his boundless charity to the distressed, of 
whatever denomitiation, domestic or fo* 
reign, must, in the present instance, be 
erased from our memories, and divested 
of all partiality. The honour of our 
country, respect to the relatives of the 
deceased, ail demand that the life of An- 
selmo should be sacrificed to the manes 
of the lamented iMontauban ! The law of 
equity," he continued, '' equally dooms 
to suffer the supposed participator of 
that horrid transaction ; yet, from the 
acknowledged merits of the brave vouih, 

v(Ko, 
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o, I observe, is now present in this au- 
st assembly, I hope, my nol)le lords, 
Hr clemency will extend so far as to 
Tten this just law, respecting the coiin- 
s Anselmo, to confinement for life 

the neighbouring convent of Santa 
ara." 

With considerable agitation, trembling 
nest to dissolution, the son of the hap- 
s, unfortunate Almeria, 'how arose, to 
dress the senate in behalf of his mother* 
here is there to be found a child who 
Hild not, in such a cause, Jose his last 
op of blood to save a parent ? Albert 
gan — ^* Most high and reverend lords, 

pity hear me ,' and should I, in the 
urse of my speech, by any thought- 
58. or inconsiderate word, offend this 
gust assembly, pardon, oh 1 pardon 
y such slight deviations that may arise, 
d attend only to the importance of the 
bject — my mother!*' be paused, with 
tivulsive emotion surveyed his sur- 
iinding auditors, and then continued — 
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*' You have, or have had, all of you, mo- 
thers, by whose pangs alone you were 
first nurtured into existence. Many, I 
doubt not, have experienced maternal 

^ love, from lisping infancy up to man- 
hood, and prize it beyondall otherearthly 
enjoyments; to those then," ejaculated 
the trembling youth, whilst unconscious, 
involuntary tears stole from his eyes, and 
bedew^ed his manly countenance, 'Mnow 
address myself; for my mother I adore! 
she is my guardian angel on earth ; and 
without her, life would be a dreary void, 

^ a forlorn, uninhabitable desert! In the 
same degree that 1 venerate ray maternal 
parent, did she love my lamented father! 
Gratitude alone, my noble lords," he 
continued, '^ cemented her union Vrilh 
count Ansclmo; convinced of his inno- 
cence, she reveres him with ali the facul- 
ties of her soul. No one,'' he continued, 
" was more averse to her marriage than 
myself; it is certainly departing from 
that strict line of delicacy, which ought 

te 



to be inherent in the female character, 
for any woman to reenter the connubial 
stace; and such my sentiments would as- 
suredly have been the same with my mo- 
ther, had her mind been sane» and hfl$ 
heart Ie«s susceptible of the claims of pity 
apd avowed obligation. Such, however, 
b^ing the C09e, I hold it as my bounden 
diity 6Q far to plead, at the same time, for 
CQUfU Ansdmo,^ that he may be permit- 
ted to. appear before this honourable tri- 
bunal,, toi i ** Montauban was now \n^ 
terrupted by a senator, who replied-— 
•f This august assemblage offered the pri- 
soner that, indulgence; it was peremp- 
torily declined, count Anselmo exclaim* 
ing, ' That such a procedure would be 
an indignity, an avowed insult on his ho- 
nour; for that he, Anselmo, was born to 
co.nf^mandr— not to obey/' 

*' Yes," ^id another, ** and he conti« 
Duod with haughtiness, ' I expect not re- 
tribution from. men, but from mv God! 
before the judgment-seat of Heaven alone 

▼DL. IV, P Vi'l^ 



stinate detertmnation of Anse'lm 
■exclaimed — " A1»s, nj noble lo 
fear then thar all the misfbrtanH 
'hive attended your pr'noner ar'nc 
unconquerable pride; too great j 
ness In his own opinions, and abox 
cession — a failing which is ever pi 
stive of envy, and therefore hasdraf 
.bim all this weight of woe." 

A smile of assent bow appeared 
xountenance of Rodotphus, whilt 
low lone of voice be ejaculated — ' 
to a proverb^ pride is ihe source 
<vil !" 

Montauban asain contimied. 1 



that ^ genentl fell a victim to tlie feVeV 
wfaicli Tftged af that period, with unex* 
amfyled fmy, at CagKari. A senator then 
fuclaimed — '* It is Tor the intent lie wjll 
miSet, not t<ie deed !** 
' AH^ert, with iiYcreased spirit andflrm^ 
lie»,-thea resumed — "Where are the 
ft-iendsi cf count Anselmo? is there not 
eae "to be found in this distressing junc* 
ture who wiH plead in his behalf f are 
Ihciy all terror-struck, and meanly shrink^ 
9t this hour oftrial, from standing forward 
an support of the man, who, but for hhi 
i>oiinty, they might have been consigned 
to penury and every wretchedness? Ire- 
|>eat, is there not one person, even in this 
exalted seat of justice, whom loan chat 
ienge as having received the most signal 
Inarks of favour £rom the unfortunate sub- 
ject who has occasioned the meeting of the 
]>resent council? Let me 109k around,^ 
continued Montauban, with commanding 
dignity, ^' and endeavour to seek the 
Visbed-forbeiDgofmys«iurch;''hepaused, 



169 AV9f^lim<K 

fod tHjBti fiKiiig his ^yjQs on BedolpfMiiib 

again riefiumed'^'''Yes> itiialfK>t^bMa ia 
yaiii ; hr if qoy nmmory doeik not qnite 
f{|il tHj^, !^ver th/9 mosi 4lis(mgiii«hed bf 
the count's friendship- «i. the prosectiar 
i^lbe pc^^^alacti^lMT-i^gnKNi^QdoIphiJs; 
^n i/ou ihfin, signiorp I call ; and entreat 
thai th^ lamentabljs error* of hts youth, li 
>vhich has been long ^i^ atom^ for by Ic 
IKevere .repentance, and f ha beneficence |i 
you have receive at bis hands* may now 
}>e extefiiiated, atui indeed buried for 
^ver in oblivion ; that however justice 
inay be your aim, and sole deaign in this 
action, yet tbat you ^vjl! submit to the 
f»pnate the itecesisiiy of longer considei^ 
^tion, ere the irrevocable sentence panel 
for the execution of cauni Af^ebno ! To 
forward that humane intention I bow 
tddress myself," he continued^ '* to this 
united assemblage, to request they will 
order into their presence the officer who 
ibas the noble prisone^r io charge, captain 

C<>T^liu9 huzots^sif wjiose late brother; 

Marsias 
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llAirsiiEts Lo^^ara, presided at the castle of 
O-fstagBi i be is^ no doubts acquainted 
with many of the proceedings Which t(M>)k 
l^laceat that lamented period^ atid there- 
fore bfe evidence may be of ser<'^ice." 

*• We wHJ ^send for him/' aaid a sena«- 
for ; but on his oi-dcring ^ne of ihe aU 
tendants for that purpose^ Rodolphus ex« 
claimed-^'Ml is false a^ hell! Mail^iafc 
JLiiaMra never had a brother!" — "He 
iiimaelf toldtne so/'retorted Montaubati; 
'* «nd JM the word of a man of hte kc^ 
knowledgtd honour I place «Very reli^ 
aiice/* 

*' I i(^*li wy flifat he Ke^ r '^jdcnlMed 
Hodolphusy with fwry; " and if he wefe 
hei^^ rd strike him to the grdiind fcft 
daring to utter so base^ sr6 notorious A 
falsehood !" Thes6 exclamations caused 
gome degree of Surprise and suspicion 16 
the senators ; one of them addressed llo* 
liiolphus^ by saying — '* You are warm, sig- 
ntor; the subject appears to irritate your 
feelings/* 

F 3 "It 



" It dock so, and with reason.^ Aft 
explanation was instantly demanded as td 
the meaning of the latter sentence of R(h 
dolphus? who replied — */ I will gi^e it 
you then/' Passion, discarded by reasoni 
like a vessel without a pilots was now set 
afloat on a tempestuous ocean, to beao 
alone and unberriended^ the buflTetingsof 
the ^torm, ever the sequel of such intern* 
perate conduct: •* That stripling/' contt* 
Dued the enraged Rodolphua, " who de- 
signates himself by the amumed appetli* 
lion of Luzzara, at the sight of whom 
every nerve of me tremblea with horroriiib 
to my everlasting shame while I announce 
it, the blasted fruit of the loves of Tbeoi* 
dore Anselmo and the late EleoBora Bo* 
dolphus, my wretched sister V^ 

Powerless would it be to describe thi 
effect of this communication on the miodi 
and countenances of his surrounding au« 
ditors. In half-formed sentences^ such as 
^' Luzzara the son of count Anselmo l^ 
the order of nature so reversed f— how 

dreadful! 



^{readfun — a father imprisoned by his 
t)wn child f— surely Providence, the un^ 
erring hand of ivtsdotn/slept^ the moment 
'^hen such ati act was perpetrated I" — 
whilst others exclaimed with agony—* 
*' Never, oh ! oh !. never can we-^dmit of 
<uch evidence as that I — it would tnrn us 
into45tone to allow so great an injustice!'^ 
Rodolphus perceiving the commisera* 
lion this discovery had alike effected on 
<lill^ he thought it proper, in » more sof- 
tened tone of voice, to announce to the 
senators, that the youth was perfectly uh^ 
consciouB of his^ relationship to count 
Whifselmo, having been brought up by a 
^departed friend of his in complete igno^ 
ranee of his real birth and connexions ; 
and that he, Rodolphus, already lamented 
•the warmth with which he had spoken^ 
/or at the unfortunate impulse of that mo^* 
tnent, be had betrayed a secret which it 
liad been his determination evep to have 
kept inviolably concealed. 
/ The president of the council^ wlio was 

. f 4 himself 
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himselfa father«iMi4 iHefefDreluieWiifi thi 
most sensible manner, how to fbel for 
another, iiovr said, oii the t»)tichfsiori f^f 
the lalter communication of Rodolphus 
— ** It- certainly behoves us to be very 
carerul of the maimer such a disckttore 
is to be unfolded to count Anselmo; and 
more so to the youth who isso deservedly 
the object of our compassion. Fof his 
welfarej'* contij^iued the sendtor, " I 
judge it to be <k( the first conscqwnce 
that he should, before another is appeiiit*' 
ed to the situatiooi be ak^uainted with 
bis hspless history ; yet that must be ef» 
fected in the gentteat manner^ for too 
audden a discovery of sueh importance^ 
and the circum^ancei which led to iU 
might occasion so great a shock to the 
Jeelings of the young man as to terssi^ 
nate bis existence ; or if not that, to ex^ 
cite him, at length, to the deptlorahte set 
of suicide ! For perhaps," continued Ihe 
president, with convulsive emotion, *^tfaa 
same moment th%| you anndsince to bim 

the 



the impottant secret, tire ^otdbf junieif/ 
may be pending over the headiof Aji^Imd> 
and their ^rst ismbrace prove the kttf foti 
this^orld!'' • 

An officer now entered the hall, and^ 
delivering a paper to the president, said^^ 
*' The bearer of it was in waiting to te^ 
eeive their comftMindis/' On having pOf'^ 
used it> he presented it to hh nearest 
colleague, saying, ^* It is from the duke;" 
and then speaking to the officer, ordered' 
that the remainder of the communication*^ 
which the bearer had in charge was tb be^ 
brought ifttd the senate fbr inspectloti.* 
During this process^ a pr<>fdund silettie^ 
reigned in the assembly ; the co*i^and' 
of the president was prompliy obeyed }< 
the officer shortly returned with a sealed^ 
packet, which was instantly opeiied, itnd- 
engaged the attention of the|>t^den<r 
fi>r a coDsidetable tiiiie> uMb66mptivA6d 
by a single remark. At length; h^w^e^r, 
he addressed the senate to the foUowii^ 
efifect:^'^My }4)txl«> and revttrdtftt tf t^/ 

r5 uiott^. 
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niorSj it is with peculiar heartfelt gnh 
tificationj thai, from these Gominuiiic»» 
tions now before ine> I have toaQnounoe 
to y Wj by a most fortuitous oecurreflce^ 
the discovery of the manuscript of the 
libel^ and >ta author^ which fully prores 
the innocence of the lamented Montati- 
ban> and the truth of his statement to the 
government of Piedmont— that on bi& 
journey from Rtvolt to thiit place, he ai> 
diden tally- found the packet, which cqd« 
tained several copies of the work in ques« 
tion ; and induced. by a fatal curiosity to 
carry them home, to inspect their coa^ 
te^s, to tiiat single incidei^t all the g^ 
neraVs future misfortunes are tabealtri'^ 
bated* The ways of Heaven/' continued 
the president, *^ were certainly never 
more dark and intricate than in themounu 
ftti event of which I speak; it proves, with 
a truly melancholic reflection, ' that nol 
always on the guilty head descends retri'^ 
butive vengeance ;' peculiarly i% is so^ 
from th» present instance of the unex« 

am|iled 



ampled sufferings^ and ultimate d^atb^ of 
410 brave, 8o good a man, as the late ge^ 

m 

tieral de Montauban ; he is, no doubts 
however, rewarded for all his miseries on 
carthi by an everlasting reign in the man^- 
8i<m6 of the blessed ; and the only repara* 
tion, therefore, in our power, is to confer 
on his son, wha lives to emulate his fa- 
ther's virtues, every honour that the go- 
vernment of Piedmont, the bounty of si 
liberal and grateful people, can bestow, 
to repair> in some slight degree, the heavy 
loss he has sustained in the untimely death 
of his gallant father.^ 

A vociferous demand now proceeded 
from the council again, to learn -the name 
and abode of the vi llai n who composed the 
, infamous libel. — ''Marsias Luzzara!'' re* 
iterated the presMent. — ''^'Where is be?** 
inquired several of tho'senators* Signior 
Rodolphus now arose from his seat, and with 
great trepidity, and evident marks of con- 
fusion painted on his. countenance, re- 
plied—'* The author of it i» dead IV— ^ 

f6 ''No^ 
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•' No, no 1" exclaimed otIierRf : " yon al* 
lude to the officer of that name whp diecl 
of the fever at Cfigliari ; ve mean and 
desire to know concerning the man whoo( 
St. OrvilM traced out as a resident inj^ar 
ris." — "He is dead likewise^" repeatj^ 
Rodolphus. 

The utmost confusion vras now mw^ 
Tested in the senate, whilst.witfa one v<mc9 
they cried out — " We don't believe it; 
it is all a subterfuge, an artful contrir 
vance, to elude insulted justice!" Othert 
then vociferated — " Luzzara ! send for 
captain Luzzara, the office^ who has io 
charge the count Anselmo/' 

During this tumult, the president, oft 
observing he could' no longer command 
attention for perusing the remainder of 
the communication, was entirely passive; 
but on hearing captain Luzzara unaai* 
mously called for, he then ordered ontf 
of the attendants to bring that officering 
mediately into their presence. The up* 
roar instantly ceased^ aa awful sileacc 

reigned 
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relgaed in llie.hall ; not a single word was 
$p<^n until the return of the attfadanf> 
tvibo^ foliowed by another appariently a 
6tffii\9er« )iDw entered the senate, v^beny 
on finding themselves disappointed in 
th^irffxpectation^ they again called out 
for "Lu^zara— we want captain LuzzaraV 
The aCtendant officer spoke softly to the 
person who had accompanied him, re» 
questinjg hjm to address the judges; and 
in following that advice, the stranger 
threw off his disguise, consisting of a 
large black cloak, which intirely enve^ 
loped him, atid exclaimed-^'^ Behold the 
man!" 

A dreadful imprecation was uttered at 
this moment by some one of the assemi^ 
biage, but to identify the speaker of it 
Vas impossible, through the confused 
noise, tit^ displetoure manifested by the 
tieiiiitor^at the non*appearance of the per« 
ton they sent for ; several of them de^ 
ft)andiii[g that both the officer and his 
i^tnpaht^ should be immediately taken 
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into custody. The man now agam ad< 
dressed them, with increased spirit and 
resolution — '' I am Luzzara ! the only 
one who has an undoubted ri^ to tke 
name/' 

" Damned fiend !" exclaimed Rodol« 
phus^ in violent agitation. ''You vt 
grossly imposed ouj my noble lordsf tiiie 
fellow is a counterfeit^ an abominable 
rascal, who ought to have been dispatch- 
ed to the gall ows long ago." - 

'' Dispatched I should have been/* re^ 
torted his opponent, '* but from the inter- 
position of a guardian angel, who visited 
mc in my doleful prison, and poured the 
balm of consolation into my iieart/^— * 
This kind of altercation, however, was 
unallowable in so exalted a court of jus- 
tice ; the senators informed the man, if 
he had any secret to disclose, or commu- 
nication to relate of consequence* it most 
be alone addressed to them. Having now 
effected a hearing, the man commenced 
to unfold his history, particulaiiy . that 

part 
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»art of it which related to the subject in 
[uestion— the prosecution of eount An- 
elmo ; -it occupied the attention of the 
enate for more than two hours^ and the 
umanary of the information was to the 
bllowing efiect :— 

^ That about three-and-twenty years 
inee, his father^ Marsias Luzzara^ being 
;hen a resident in Paris^ obtained an in- 
troduction^ with the present signior Ro- 
]olphu3j who was likewise there^ to pre- 
;ent^ for his inspection, a topographical 
survey of the island of Sardinia^ the 
opinion of that gentleman, in literature^ 
being highly estimated with those in the 
profession. The consequence of the 
introduction was the commencement of 
a^ friendship, which subsisted between 
them until the period of his father's death, 
five years sin^e, on his voyage to his 
birth-place, the island of Sardinia. In 
accounting for this mutual friendship^ 
the man said it was to be attributed alone 
to one affecting circumstance^ which todc 
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place a fthort time after their acqoaiiit* 
ance— an urgent request of signior Ro- 
dolphus for his father to adopt as his awor 
the infant (as he expressed it) of a sister, 
whom, by her imprudence^ the derelic^ 
tion from the path of virtue^ had fa^IIf 
consigned her to all the agonies of re*^ 
morse^ misery^ and despair, and wbicb 
terminated only with her life. The re-^ 
quest was acceded to; the child vw- 
brought to Paris^ christened by the name- 
of Cornelius Luzzara, and was nurtured 
by his parents, with all possible solicitude- . 
and unremitted attention. 

** Some years afterwards^"' continued'^ 
the man, (but whom in future we shall 
mention by the appellation of Luzeara;) 
^* Rodoiphus acquainted his family, en- 
joining at the same time profound secre* 
cy, with the history of its real father^ 
count Anselmo of Valleroy ; at the same 
time uttering a dreadful oath, in vowing 
an everlasting revenge towards the sc». 
ducer, who by that act bad involved, his 

once 
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once revpectabfe family in indelible' dis- 
grace: that Rodolphus then exclarimed — 
' The life of Anselftio shoirld lofi^ snnce 
have been the aloneinent for his baseness 
and unexumpled treach^ry^ did ndt para^- 
mount ttiotivea of local interest render it» 
at that period, unadvisable, and pregnan>t 
>vilhoert«tn danger;' alluding to the great 
obligations which he was continually re- 
ceivinir from the count Anseltno; but 
cdncWidcd with imyin§, that not aU the 
ccknirwkd|;«d favourti 10 benfdBcentty 
«onfimtfd| totfld palKate the criroei or 
jhduiot kitn to foi^ive it ; that Anselroo 
aTyted hm$ Rodolphusi as hh fricndi but 
that: there ^biild arrive a tkme when be 
ifftxM find blm bra bitterest foe !" 

On tht senators now becoming da- 
fnorotis to bear the conoluaron of the 
Mtratiive, as» from the Sulien si'tence of 
ibod«>lfibua,:it testified sufficiently the ao- 
OMflraicyjof the stateaneot, Lus^zara, tfaere^ 
lore, 'bowed to thisicoiniisaftid bf the coiin^*, 
IBi, andTiftisfaed as follows :-~'^ That the 

limited 



Hshed, and dcHvered into the h 
that genttemaa. It is neefssary tt 
-coolinued Luzzara, " that previiMi 
occurrence I had obtained, a shoi 
the castle of Oristagni; and abt 
period I was cordiill)r invited by 
Rodolphut to pass-a few weeks « 
in Tuscany. On my departure t 
residence* be requested me to. 
charge a small parcel, consisting, 
nl copies of the work, which wei 
left at the mansion of count Anse 
Turin. I observed to him that thi 
vas not directed; towbicb Rodol 



^' fttta an innate fear of some evil that 
t^ould appertain to it. Rpdolphus^ how- 
ever, assuring me it was the particular re* 
queist of count Anselmo to peruse the 
workj and as from my acquaintance with 
his steward^ Rubinelli^ it might easily be 
conveyed into the^ hbuse^ without the 
knowledge of any person whatever, t 
consented ; when on— my arrival about 
a league distant from Turin, I Was beset 
by robbers : I contrived to escape from 
them, but unfortunately^ in the scuffle 
ivhich ensued between us^ I lost the parcel^ 
the result of which has proved so fatal to 
the lamented general de Montauban.*— 
Being midnigbtj I was fearful of return^ 
ing to the place of combat, and not stip* 
posing it likewise of any material conse^* 
quence^ I contented myself with writing 
to signior Rodolphus, to acquaint him 
pf the accident, and pursued my journey 
to Leghorn, instead of Turin^ to take my 
passage for Sardinia. The answer I re^ 
ceived from Rodolphus/' be conti^ued«. 

ij W9L51 
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*' vfai truly alarteing ; the letter Bttft^i 
that I must observe the md&t i^nkd »• 
lence respecting the circumstsnce> or my 
father's life would be the sacrrfice; at 
the same time at:kiiowl-edgtng him alone 
as the author of it, and apprizing me of 
the hapless event which had since occur* 
red through my negligence-— the impri- 
-sonttient of general de Montauban. This 
tetter had but just come to hand/' said 
^usiiarai with extreme emotioni ** when 
I was doomed to behold the misery I bad 
80 unintentionally occasioned«-«*tbe order 
from the Piedmontese government, to 
prepare apartments in the casti^ for a state 
prisoner; scarcely aniiaiunced»'rre it wtfl 
followed by the arrivtd at Dristagni of 
the unfortunate general de Montaubam 
The agonies I endured in taking charge 
of that innocent^ most worthy character 
are inexpressible. Suffice it to aay/^ 
continued the agitated Luzzaraj " that my 
evil genius stiU actuated me to keep the 
fatal fliecret, aiid even to deny any rela<« 

tioQship 



iKVSELWOU 117 

tuNMbip to' my real family. Too late 
^M Qiy discovery of the lamentable error 
of' that proceeding ; for on the departurt 
of madanie de Montauban for Turin> Ro- 
4o}phu89 the man/* ho exdaimed, *' that 
now, by consummate frauds apparently 
is securely seated in this exalted court of 
justice^ by unexampled viilany, treachery 
unparalleled — yes, I repeat it/' said Luz- 
Tara, on observing the violent agitation 
^f Rodoiphiis at the$e exclamations/' that 
coid'blooded villain, dreading the dis* 
closure of his iniquity, attempted to have 
assassinated the hapless prisoner of Oris* 
tt^gni ! his real revenge, however, being 
directed against the count Anselmo : the 
bravoes, on receiving an ample recom- 
pence frCim the agent of Rodolphus, were 
in^formed tbat it proceeded from the count; 
and under his name they obtained admu- 
taoce ioto the castle, for the purpose of 
accomplishing tl^e horrid deed f " 

•' I *m driven to madness t'^ now eja- 
culated Rodolphus, with fiiry.-r-^^ The re- 



Bfiafndef bf his 5tory m\\ cool youthen,'' 
retorted Luzzara, contemptuoudy regaid^ 
ing him ; and then turning to the sena* 
tors^ who appeared horror-struck, he con* 
tinned— r^' Indeed, my noble lords, I qieak 
the truth, and to which I call on my God, 
as an irrefragable, alUsuflBicient witaeas !'^ 

'' Go on — we believe you," they una* 
uimously vxKiferated. 

'' The barbarous design failed," conti« 
tiued again Luzzara ; " for at the very 
moment the assassins entered the apart- 
ment, to complete their sanguinary pur- 
pose, the lamented Montauban breathed 
his last sigh ; in my arms be expired^ 
With savage brutality the murderers tore 
me from bis pallid corpse, and having 
gagged and bound me, through a subter* 
raneous passage which led to the sea- 
shore^ I was forced on board a small vessel 
belonging to their crew, and conveyed to 
the castle of Oldenzo, wJiere^ by order 
of Rodolphus, I was immediately thrown 
into a dungeon^ and treated by his mi- 
nions 
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tkml^'Wifh the greatest crirelty. .^ I never' 
nHf my barbaroirs persecutor but once, 
od that was iti a short ^period a Fter my im« 
Hrisonmenty to tnrorm me, in the most 
xMitemptuous maiuier, of the death of my 
ktber, on hts iroyage with his adopted 
bir, Cornelrits, tt> the island of Sardinia, 
aying*^^ That he was glad the ofd feilow 
vas dif^patched, as dead men ^uld teH 
lot^lesl' 

The'couneil now interrogated Luzzara^ 
f 'his father was apprized of the general's 
mprisonmt^it, for being the supposed 
Mithor ofihe work? to which be replied 
*—'♦ Not in the least; be only knew that 
officers of just ice were in ^pursuit of him 
Per ha^^.ing written that publication ; but 
•IS to the unfortunate result, from my un« 
tfiUingness to afflict my fatberj <he was 
totally unconscious of it/' 
.:^'By wh^ means did you come into 
tbeposseSMon of these papers now before 
us ?- '— o-^' Through the miraculous inter* 
position of Providence^" said Luzzara> 

to 
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to this q^iestion of the jenate. '^ About 
two months since, an^ngel Ui human form 
visited me in my dread abode, and tett* 
derly commiserated my situation; before, 
however, I had;suSicieQ6 lime to acquaiot 
her with my hapiess lot^ the suflferingsl ' 
eadnred, Finito^ a desperado who acled 
the pert of a jaileo on hearing the sonnd 
of voices,^ came instanlly into the pri« 
son ; the lady (whom I have since leaml 
\ya$ then a resident in the castle of 01- 
denzo, and whose name is Eleanor,) for- 
tunately effected her escape; in her alarm 
she took away the light which Finito was 
accustomed to leave at the door of the 
prison until his return, I afTeoted insa-' 
nity, and likewise counterfeited all the 
agonies of a dying person ; he therefore^ 
threw off my chains, and left me to my 
fate; but from being, as I suppose, dis* 
concerted at not finding the lanthom, 
aod inclined to superstition, he neglected 
to fasten the door ; when, .a short time 
after his departure, by a wdden. thought, 

do 
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an instantaneous impulse, I was induced 
to try it, and to my unspeakable joy, I 
found the barrier to my long-cherished 
hopes was removed ; the door opened 
at my touch. I returned, however, 
into the prison^ to gather up the scanty 
fare which the wretch had brought me, 
and to take from their cdiicealment a 
small purse of rial toes, that I had in pos^ 
se^ion on being first taken, and which the 
bravoes suffered me to retain ; and I theA 
effected my unexpected, unIoqked*for 
^deliverance. For more than two days, 
however,'* continued Luzzara, ^' I was in 
momentary fear of being- retaken, not 
being able^ through the intricacies of thb 
castle, to make my escape from Oldenzo. 
In the day I lay concealed under some 
old hangings, and in the night again re- 
sumed my endeavours for that purpose : 
at length, having wandered about the de- 
*serted rooms for a considerable time, I 
heard the sound of a female voice in an 
'^adjoining apartment. The moon shone 

*^ VOL. IV, G N^f^ 
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eery bright, and by her rays I observed, 
ibehind the scattered remains of a fallen 
painting, that one of the pannek of the 
jwainscot was appropriated for a door; 
tlirou^h its crevice^" continued Luzzara, 
*'I distinguished the wife .of Rodolphus; 
she was seated at a table^ reading aloud 
3 manuscript, and appeared extremely 
.interested in the performance; shortly 
nfter wards she closed the papers, and on 
depositing them in a writing-desk, left 
4he chamber. I then succejeded ,in re- 
moving the panne), entered the room, 
^d as it^occurrexl to me the manuscript 
anight be the fatal one written by my late 
.father, I slightly inspected its jcontents, 
and found I was not deceived. Suspect- 
ing, therefore," continued Luzzara, *' the 
treacherous conduct of Rodolphus .to- 
wards count Anselmo, as yet existing, the 
impiidse of the raomeoi directed me to 
tretain (them,; :I concealed the papers 
.beneath .my fcoaf, and through another 
>4joor from whkh I had entered, gained 

an 



afi access into the inhabited part of the 
castle. On my descending into the great 
balU I witJi much difficulty succeeded ia 
unfastening one of the windows^ through 
which I escajjed 'into the court-yard ; and 
after wandering about for soxi»e time, 
xrarefully eluding the observation of the 
centinels who were on g^iard, I scaled its 
mutilated walls, and descended into the 
fbrest in safety ; from whence, my noble 
lords," said Luzzara, " after many peril- 
ous adventures, too tedious to enumerate, 
I arrived at the castle of Valleroy, for the 
purpose of presenting those papers to 
count Anselmo, and to unfold the ini- 
quity of his supposed friend, signior Ko- 
dolphus. J there learned the bs^less fate 
which had already attended its possessors; 
' I sealed up those important documents, 
^hich I knew must, on being peru^ by 
the members of this honourable boiiSK:^ 
effectually release the noble prisoti^r 
from his unjust confinementj and I then 
proceeded (as directed by his servants) 

<5 2 \^ 
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to the cionvent of Santa Maria, tvhere all 

letters directed to the count \vffrc td 

> . ■ .. . » . 

t>e delivered to the care of lh6 conieff" 
sor Lodovico : to that holy lather I owe 
great obligations/* said ' Luzzara ; " he 
relieved my want$, and i^mployed me, in 
company v^ith another person, to bring 
the packet, with other letters foj count 
Anselmo, to this city. We arrived in 
Turin yesterday evening; and on. our re- 
pairing to the count'smansion, there learnt 
that the noble lord had been just convey- 
-cd to the senate-house. I lost no time 
In hastening hither, and obtaining an in- 
terview with my foster-brother, Corne- 
lius. 

'' To him, most august senators,*' con- 
tinued Luzzara, ''I recounted my misfor- 
tunes, and the purport of the letters and 
manus^ri^ I had in charge for count An- 
selmo. In following the advice of Cor- 
nelius, instead of preisienting the impor- 
tant cbihmunication to that injiirea per- 
fionage, I thi^ morning repaired to th^ 

'^^'^la.ce, 
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palace^ and laid them at the feet of the 
sovereign ; and it is by the royal duke's 
express command that I have thus appear^ 
ed before this reverend coAncil, to stale 
my wrongs, and to obtain justice. Before, 
however, I conclude my statement, I re«- 
quest yottr attention to a letter, likewise 
contained in that packet^in my late father's 
band^writing, dated at the island of Asi^ 
Dara, wherein, amongst other particulate 
he urgently entreats signior Rodolphus to 
lAake known to my foster-brother his rest 
birth and relationship to count Anselmo; 
at the same time, praying that aU tbean*' 
mosity of Rodolphus towards the count 
might be buried for ever in oblivion." 

The astoni%liment and horror the evi- 
dence oX Luzzara excited amongst the 
assembly was beyond all precedent* Iki 
the coutitenances of Albert de. Montau- 
bah and St. Orvill^ was observable Jhe 
most poignant grief, yet mingled with 
an inexpressible lopk of the inward e;(- 
citation they felt at sucb g diaclosure, 

6 3 ViK\cK 
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whicb proved what they had so nobly a^ 
fterted^thatAnselmovrasinnoceor^hischa* 
racier free from every blemish ! Sorrow, 
howev^, preponderated^ from the melan*^ 
eholy idea that a single person^ only one 
individual^ should have had the powef) 
the talismani(rrnfluence, to plunge sotnany 
worthy characters in severe; distress^ ancl 
the deepest misery. From the scrutJ- 
nising looks of the senators towards the 
object of it, the miscreant Radotphufl^ 
they seemed to say» '^ Observe the viliftinl^* 
and with th^ celebrated English poe^ 
aught havjt excliiimed*-^ 

^ Lot me nd his tg^Bi, . 
Dmt whtn I »Qt« imother man like Ui%. 
ImAynvoldhW 



Fain^, however, very Mnt$ wtre all these 
traces of expression to that displayed in 
the countenance of Redolphus^ to del^ 
neate which, in its proper colours, all 
hnguage faiis. Suffice it to aay, that 
every diabolical passion, un^rtbe names 



of revenge, gloomy madnessy tod fixed 
despair, held their combined empire, the 
everlasting scat of wretchediiess and 
eternal horrors! hislivid and ghastly feav 
turesi lowering brow, eyes beat to the 
ground, and arms clinched, dravm so close 
to' the body, that, apparently, they ap* 
peared shrinking into nothingness, vere 
"the* only signs manifested of his guilt; 
for speech seemed utterly to forsake hinrr, 
even breath appeared suspended, beeonv* 
hrg a livmg statue ! '' 

The eIde8^ senator now read* aloud the* 
royal mandate sent to them, in the duke 
of Savoy's own hand^writing, purporting^ 
*' That if the members of that honourable 
house placed the evkience of Maraias 
Luzzara in the same degree d'eserving of 
attenticMi as^it^ appeared to their sov^ 
rergn, then would they, the senators, ad* 
mitting it as truth, without loss 'of'time^ 
adopt such means as in their wisdom^hey 
may think fit, to punish theofienderj and 
set the guiltLess free/' 
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, ' '' We do believe it; we are convinced 
•of the truth of it !'' unanimously reiterated 
the members. " Should^ however, the 
least doubt remain on your minds/' again 
continued the senator^ '^ respecting its 
accuracy^ which I think the silence of Ro- 
dolphus sufficiently testifies, here is a 
letter written in his own hand, directed 
to one Finito :*' it was then read and com- 
mented on as it merited ; and on the'ur 
questioning Luzzara by what meanfr be 
procured it ? ( being the one in which 4vas 
^x^dplphus's order for his assassination^) 
4ie : answered, by a former servant of 
Rodqlphus, a woman of the name of At- 
drude, whom Luzz'ara and the peasant had 
mH on their journey to the capital ; she 
was travelling to Suza, and had recounted 
to them the whole transaction ; on being 
•Apprized by Luzzara^ that it was he who 
.had been confined in the castle of 01- 
denzroy Aldrude evinced the greatest joy, 
!&nd readily gave up the letter as a proof, 

if 
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if any further vrere needed^ #f die THImy 
if its inditen 

The penonsd attendance df oonnt Aa^ 
iselmo was now ananimoudy requested by 
the senate^ that he tpight be acquainted 
^th the woaderfnl chain of events whicb 
had effected hts ]ifaeEation> and Ivstore^ 
iiim to alt his former honours.^ ^'Mf 
noble lords," exclaimed • LMzara^ /' the 
irount is already appriEcd of it ; that part 
•of it> the disclosure respecfi hg Gorneliumu 
%9as xpade by me last night, and since, » 
f iindtenstand, by signioir Roddphus ; the 
«eene which followed that explanation 
/wtw most afiecting ; the jsjoky fell proslraie 
•at the feet of his new<^found parent^ and 
^ considerable length of time intervepeA 
fcefofe we cotild restore Cornelius to ani-* 
^nation, and a sinse sufficient to ackhQWf- 
^dge and return thjs honour which was 
bestowed on him — a father's blessing aqd 
^mbrace/^ " i.-?i-. » .*; 

^ At this moment <k>unt Anselmb leritfl#- 
k^d the senate; be was leaning ':on>ilus 
* ; G 6 ^^"^ 
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«nn 0f oaptain 6ondolphi6> not b^g ablk- 
to walk without support, from the weak 
and mnaciated state he Was reduced' to, 
m consequence of his. long confinemeat 
andmental sufferings. Intptofound reve- 
rence the senators bowed, as this ditfm« 
%uisbed personage iapproadied^ thein» 
^bidh was Teturned- by the count, \f\& 
^faat dignified composure ^n'd deference, 
so eonspicixnisly inherent in. th^ noUe 
ftmiiv to which he was alUed. On A&* 
selmo being seated; the assemblage: of 
these honourable members requested he 
would receive their heart-felt cengratu^ 
btions on his liberation from* so unjusta 
bondage; at the same time, deeply lament 
n)g thait the attendant of a. domestic food 
skouM have . involved' an innocentand 
kighly*respectable family (alludiojg to 
that' of Montftubau;) in.sucb.severo misr 
fortunes^; 

Ifte count- was absorbed in griefs whiitt 
with faltering '^ccMftti^ and in a very low 
tone of voice, he e)aoulated<~^l The fatal 

secret 
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-secret is ill part, I understandj revealed , 
as an act then of justice to tKe nuemory of 
a departed and much-injured female tn^st 
be paramount to all Focal interest^ I there- 
fore now disclose the remainder; yet let ' 
me premise that di^overy' by saying, 
ibat filial obedience, fear of Vosing valu*- 
«ble friends, and some degree' of pride, 
perhaps, were the motives for the pro«- 
tracted concealment of announcing to 
the world that the sister of the unfortu*- 
nate Rodolphus, the lovely Eleonora — ^ 
here the count became so agitiated, as 
scarcely to be able to continue the reci^ 
tal; after a short pause, however, he again 
exclaimed — ^'Eleonora (whose virtuesand 
misfortunes will ever be embalmed in my 
memory, with tears of the deepest c6rt»» 
trition) was the lawful wedded w^-of 
Theodore Anselmo, of Valleroy." 

A sudden pang shot through the hearir 
of Rodolphus at this confession y yet did 
not a single exclamation escape h^d lips, 
to conceal the evident emotian^ef somi^ 

g6 ^% 
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he now laboured under. RodolphAis co* 
^ered bis face with his robcj whilst with 
convulsed grief Anselmo thus continued 
1 — '^ Oh then, rn'y noble signiors^ as all 
the misfortunes which awaited the la« 
mented Montauban originally were in-* 
tended by the impetuous brother of £ie()H 
nora io fail on me, who he supposed the 
base destroyer of his sister's honour, o« 
^e then let still your resentnient Hye^ 
und by my sufferings, inculcate into the 
breasts of youth this moral, this neyer- 
failing truth, ' that the first step towards 
.vice is to make a mystery of actions^ vst- 
nocent in themselves ; and whoever i^ 
^nd of disguise, will, sooner or Iater» 
(lave reasoti to conceal himself;^ tbere«> 
fore,'' exclaimed the count, wi(h renewed 
-spirit, 7* the propriety of teaching them, 
and fixing rn their minds this precept--^ 
f ]^€^eT to, do or my any thing 'which they 
wopJd not have all the world see and hear.^ 
•' I conjure you then, my noble slg* 
w>nt" }^ €9f)itiaued^ '^ by iht past ser^ 
: /v vices. 
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^ices I h&ve done for mj country^ ancl 
my present woes, that you will suffer me 
to plead for this unfortunate man; retain-* 
ing only in your minds the primary ob- 
ject he had in view, I entreat the rest may 
be buried for eVer in oblivion i" Witii 
a niagnanimpus generosity, almost unej^ 
ampled in these days of degeneracy, fbe 
count then eythuooed .with fervour-***, 
'VSave R6dol-pfaus, or Anselmo dies !" -^ 
One of the attendant officers now has- 
tily Entered the senate^ and speaking t* 
Ihe president of the council, said, wilSi 
extreme eagerness and apparent alarm-~ 
'^-Mosi reverend signiors, I crave youir 
attention ; an unfortunate maniac, a fe- 
male pilgrim, in a state of wretchedness 
tiot to be described^ has just entered ^he 
outer coi;irt, and wildly demands admits 
tance to your august presence* She ah«* 
iiounces herself to be the countess Aa^ 
selmo ; and in a most strange and inc6» 
Jiereat manner ejaculates^ ' I am sent from 
Heaven to proclaim peace on «arth^ and 
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to bear Anselmo to the mansioBS of 
bliss!" 

A piercing scream fVom without, andt 
confused noise of voices in an adjoining 
chamber, now struck the senators with 
astonishment. They aiil rose in alence. 
How greatly was that surprise increascdi 
when the next moment they saw several 
of the gtiards enter the halh and rushing 
pai^t them with indescribable velocity, tbi 
*#bject of their commiseratfoni the dis- 
tracted female, who, on throwing off her 
disguise, flew to count Anselmo, and sunk 
lifeless into his arms! "Merciful powers!** 
he exclaimed, whilst pressing her to his 
heaitt with unutterable anguish^ '' it is-^ 
it is my Eleonora !^' 

This was indeed a moment of trisK 
With lengthened sound the clock of an 
adjacent convent began' to toll the hour 
•of twelve. Rodolphus started from his 
«eat, ejaculating with hurried accents— 
'' My time is come— now then to rest for 
ever!'' when^iknost at the same iostanthe 
Ci ' was 



rt observed to falL Several of Hie se- 
itors hastened to his assistance, and on* 
awing near, they found, with horror, it 
IS by 8^1 f-inflicted wound; still grasping 
his hand the iiaplenient of destruction* 
-a dagger, stained with blood ! Whitet m 
eir endeavouivdOcfaifie^he dying man^. 
5 just articulated-—*' Oh Eleonora !^-^ 
tal wretch, ^n, hast lM(eiif tl^e i^ftuse^oC 
Lr luid ex|gir«A» . 
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Sole source of angel's pra7er/«£4^tv£9e; imt loft^ • 
With thee dwelis evVy virtue; warm'd hy thee^ 
The human sou1,4)right effluence from the fount 
Of good etenud^ proves its high descent 
From Heav'n." 



What an awful, unlooked-for change? 
the triumphs of years, the various passions 
of pride, lawless ambition, envy, and cruel 
revenge, thus laid low, and in one.instant 
become of less consequence than the most 
abject reptile of the earth ! Wretched, ill- 
starred Rodolphus! you nurturctd the scor- 
pion envy in your breast, till, by slow, un- 

perceived degrees^ the poison infused itself 
. vx I . j> into 
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Into each vital part^ and consumed evrey 
spark of goodness in your soul— you be- 
came such a prey to her wicked machii^a-. 
tions^ that at lengthy to escape from her 
fangs^ this sad variety of evil^ with impious 
courage you have dared to rush unbidden 
into the presence of your offended Judge! 
The failings of nature, the errors of youths 
Were ^ver unpardoned by you; mercy 
you disclaimed^ yet do we hope that it 
may now be extended towards you* 

It is only on the sudden death of a sin- 
ner that our commiseration is demanded; 
that visitation falling on a good man> re- 
quiresnosuch lamentations; bisown worth 
is sufficient to exalt him to endless hap- 
pineasj to supreme felicity. 

From, the sudden and dreadful event 
of the death of signior Rodolphus^ the 
senate was thrown into extreme confusion. 
It was.a sight most melancholy and appal- 
ling; every one present was filled with 
horror. ' The first and fatal cause of all 
lis weight of woe^ the hapless £leonora» 

«.vVV 
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still lay insensible m t)ie arms of covnt 
Anselmo, whose everjr nerve was petri- 
fied with astonhhment^ at the strange and 
unfortunate occurrences which had taken 
place on the truly momentous day of 
triai. 

Restoratives were copiously adminis>- 
tered to the afflicted Eleonora^ but ^t 
present without the least effect; imme^ 
diatel^y after the dreadAil catastrophe of 
her brother *is death, »he was borne from 
the melancholy scene by Anselmo^ into 
an adjoining chamber. Towards eveninl^ 
the hapless nun (being still' habited it 
the order of Santa Maria) began^ hoi^ 
ever^ to recover; and in a feif hduil 
afterwards was removed to the mmiioft 
of her husband* Alas^ pM>or Almeria! 
too beauteous to live^ a^ peace in tbk 
worlds what* will thy feelings be on bes^ 
iiig the result of this day of triai f Did 
we not know thy upright mind^ thy con* 
seiotts innocence^ and pious resignation 
HBd^i; every dispensation of an inscrutabk 

Providence^ 
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Providence, sad forebodings would be en- 
tertained by us for thy fu fa re life. 

It may be supposed that her son, the 
too-impetuous Montauban, would resent 
the injury done to her fame and charac- 
ter; but no, very different was Albert's 
conduct on the present occasion— it was 
truty praiseworthy. He sincerely pitied 
cind mourned the wretched fate of Ansel^ 
mo; and on bis ifiterview with the cotntih 
v»hich took ptace shortly after the con« 
eltiiton of the triafi expressed the aorme 
in Ibf most forcible and affecting Ian* 
gusge i to soften and meliorate the grief 
of Aiitehnoj he anticipated for him many 
7CWI of comfort that would attend from 
the lata diacaverica; spoke highly of the 
iBorita of theyootb^ whom we shall in fu*- 
lure term by the appellation of Cornelius 
f/NeeUnoi aq4 likewise ejaculated a ferveivt 
bope for the recovery of hisEleooora^whiH 
jqrom now being the acknowledged wife of 
4)e countji the fatal religious vow which^ in 

ibmomentofagoay^ she had consented tQ$ 

became 
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Vecame null and v/^iA, no law nor po^ef 
on earth being able to set aside an union 
founded and approved of^ as the first basis 
and bond of all religious and moral ob* 
ligation. 

Montauban perceiving the agitation of 
Anselmo/and desirous of shortening tbi9 
afTecting scene between tbem, although 
from motives of humanity he decjlined 
mentioning the name of Almerid« now 
aaidj that he purposed setting off for Tus- 
cany on the succeeding morning; and 
concluded with this promise to the count» 
that on their arrival at the chateau de 
Montauban^ (laying a particubur stnesi 00 
the word, to be undenstdod that his mcr 
ther was to accompany him thither,} bf 
should do himself ihe honour of writing 
to Anselmo, to inform bim of it; and 
with every HivSa for his happitiesB^ then 
departeds 

It being near: midnight at fhe time of 
Anselmo*s retiring with Eieonora froia 
the senate-house, the eagjer curiosity of 

the 
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the populace to behold these distinguish- 
ed personages^ and to congratulate the 
count on his liberation^ had nearly sub- 
sided; they had retired to their respective 
homes^ to repose themselves until the 
approaching morn, when having heard 
that Anseimb was^ to repair to the palace, 
to be presented to his sovereign, it was 
unanimously agreed between the citizens 
of Turin, to carry their chieftain in all 
the pomp and magnificence suitable to 
the great occasion. 

** The body of the deceased Rodolphus 
^as privately buried the same evctiing, 
in* the church of Corpus Domini ; tliis 
intelligence was announced to the count 
shortly after his arrival home; it tend- 
ed greatly to augment the sorrows of 
Anselmo, who, as contemplating Rodol- 
phus'i^ resemblance, although in fainter • 
traces, from this difference of sex, in his 
iovdy but unfortunate sister, hc^ was deep- 
ly a/Tected^ his manly countenance was 

bedewed 



Hi AN S ELMO. 

bedewed with tears— unfeigned grief. The 
domestic in waiting (and. who was his 
old and faithful steward, Rubinelli^) now 
said, with faltcrijiig accents— *' HonouFed 
master, I am requested by captain Cor*- 
nelius — " he paused^ as if fearful of 
pronouncing his new-acquired name— 
^' What of him?" inquired Aireelmo, 
mournfully. 

*' My lord/' he then continued, "first 
let me say, that the poor young man, who 
by your orders returned here at noon, 
^nd instantly, withdrew to his chamber, 
where he has remained ever since, must, 
I am sure, faint for succour, for be has 
not tasted a morsel of food all the blessed 
day—" 

*' Is it possible/' interrupted the count, 
," that you have been so neglectful of 
him ? are you not apprized that Come- 
Jius is — Oh God !" ^xclaicped Anselmo, 
/'why does my speech falter, and my 
tongue tremble, at announcing Viat which 



ought to be my greatest boast and pride 
to proclaim^ that I have found him wor- 
thy of being called my beloved son !" 
, '' This young lord himself told me so," 
said Rubinelli; "believe me, therefore, 
revered master, that even if I had been 
j)erishing for want of sustenance myselC 
as your son, he should have had it all, alL 
iny honoured signior, in my power to 

. bestow." This unaffected expression of 
latitude in the old servant^ and attach- 
ment it evinced to serve the family of 
Anselmo, was consolatory and pleasing 
to the count, who now heard that Rubi- 
jielli's entreaties fox him to take refresh- 
ments had been incessant, but always un- 
availing; the only reque&t of the youths 
^nd.now delivered in affecting terms by 
Rubinelli, wai^, " That Cornelius might be 
permitted to embrace and pay adoration 
to his afflicted mother!*' Anselmo sighed 
hedvily, .and turning to the couch, on 
which was reposing the fragile and nearly- 
exhausted form of the once-lovely^ beau- 

teou^ 



arms; het placid look and raci 
announce, I fear, that her mentt 
tiea are fled for ever." Anseln 
gazed on her in silent sorrow, apr 
unconscious and forgetful of evi 
cumstance, except to contemp! 
the subject of his present tnise 
was a solemn, melancholy scene ; 
single lamp was suspended from th 
ed roof of this spacious apartmei 
canopied conch, hung with black 
and the majestic figure of the coui 
was habited in deep mourning, 
close to it> and now supporting y 
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was the employment which a female at- 
tendant was engaged in, of throwing in- 
cense about the apartment, usually adopt* 
ed on such affecting occasions. Rubinellt 
baving again, in timid accents, inquired 
of the count what reply he was to make 
to Cornelius? Anselmo answered, with 
a sigh — " Say to him, my good and faith- 
ful servant, that to-morrow his request' 
shall be complied with — to-night it is im- 
possible; my Eleonora must not be dis- 
turbed; profound quiet and surrounding 
gloom is the only remedy and hope I 
have left to restore her disordered ima- 
gination to a sense of reason." He then 
dismissed Rubinelli, and likewise the fe- 
male servant; to the latter, however, hu- 
manely ^desiring that she would retire to 
rest for some hours, as the poor sufferer, 
by her now-closed eyes, and faint respi- 
ration, appeared to sleep, which was au<^ 
gured to be a favourable omen. 

Thus left alone, and in the deep soli- 
tude of the night, Anselmo, with a re- 
• VOL, IV. H signed 
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"^igtiedt^ompbsure, meditated and revolved 

in his mind the various distressful events 

*of the last twenty-four hours. The letter 

-of the reverend father Ledovico, 'which 

the count received previous «to the trial, 

vras now again perused. In ^his commM- 

vnication was announced to Kim, for the 

iirst time, that the repwt of Eleonora's 

vdeath was false; then recounted her hap* 

Jess history, and recent flight from the 

^convent- This intelligence, therefore, 

lessened the surprise and horror that An- 

aelmo would otherwise have felt from her 

sudden appearance. The greatest myfi- 

rtery, yet unrevealed, was the manner the 

j)oor wanderer had performed so long and 

.perilous a journey, at a time, too, when 

ihe usual inclemency of the winter sea- 

:Son was in its.greatest rigour. From the 

clanger he Icnew that any person would . 

;have incurred by protecting a holy sister, 

conviction now darted on the mbid of ; 

Anselmo that Eleonora must have tra- 

m 

ivelled alone over the desert wilds, and 

' snow- 

( 
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snow-dad Alps^ and for support wbsisted, 
perhaps^ on charity ! 

"Oh Heavens!" he exclaimed^ *'won* 
drous proof of the force of love ! yet 
too surely does combined misery await 
on those who are so beguiled as to pay 
homage at thy mysterious altar V An- 
sekno was interrupted from proceeding 
by the fancy that he heard a sigh breathed 
forth by the sleeping mourner; he looked 
at her, and said softly — '' Eleonora^ my 
love^ what thus disturbs thee?" It was 
not answered; he therefore exclaimed— 
" I do not think, throughout this habit^ 
^ble globe, ther;e is to be found a being so 
overwhelmed with sorrows as myself ! I 
am become a victim to the very passion 
I formerly disclaimed against, derided, 
and contemned ; it has proved my ruin \ 
domestic peace, I know not even its name; 
it will, I believe, ever be a stranger to 
me. I have pursued the phantom with > 
unremitting ardour, but what pleasure 

H 3 has 



has it iafforded me ? and/' continued Ab- 
selmo, '* I have, loved almost to distrac* 
tion ; but its attendants have ever been 
jealousy, distrust, and continual uneasi-* 
!ni^ss: what distress and disgrace too, 
from that Tatal passion, have I brought 
on- — -** Almeria^ he would have said, 
but the word died on his lips; to stifle its 
utterance, in an agony of grief he ex- 
4:laimed — " Away, obtrusive thoughts- 
remembrances of bliss, j list experienced, 
and then flown for ever from me ! Away, 
I say, nor torment me any longer, for it 
is now a profanation, by the immutable 
4Jecree of Heaven i'* ♦ 

A low murmuring, but unintelligible 
Ijind of utterance, proceeded from the 
hapless Elebnora, which again arrested 
the attention of Anselmo; ^e was awake, 
and seated upon the couch, with her hands 
folded across, in an easy, composed man- 
fier; her eyes were fixed on him with a 
mourn&il expi;^ssion^ and her lips still 

moved. 
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movtd, but without articulation ; it was 
evident that she wished to speak, but 
could not. The morning had now ber 
gan to dawn, and many of the populace 
were already assembled about the man* 
sion of the count, to have a view, and 
fo congratulate this restored favourite 
on the triumph he had obtained over his 
enemy, ^ 

Two fen)ale servants returned to at* 
tend on the afflicted Eleonora, who, al* 
though unable to express her thoughts, 
yet appeared extremely uneasy at ob- 
serving that Anselmo was preparing to 
leave the chamber; she held out her hand 
to him, which he pressed to bis lips, and 
having assured her qf his intention of soow 
returning, affectionately embraced her,, 
and departed. With mournful looks her 
eyes followed him to the door, and on 
its closing, the poor sufferer evinced, hy 
her gestures, the greatest agitation o» 
being thus deprived of, him f at fengtb,^ 

s 3^ however/ 
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however^ from the cause of these violent 
emotions^ an extreme languor pervaded 
her frame — she laid her head on the pil- 
low^ and again sunk into insensrbiltty. 
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A srtill© of tmtisport Unghten'd in !/er fhcc; 
Hijoic'dy in death she seemM her joy to tell, 
Ami bad^i for heav'ti) the empty world farewell .'^ 

H00L£'ft Tasso. 



Tfdrett of maidi I'calm is thy sleep in the cave of the* 
rock. Thou hast fallen in darkness, like a star that:, 
shoots across the desert, when the traveller is alone, and. 
mooms the transient beanu Ossiak* 

■ 

* 

At the hour of ten^ count Anselmo; ac-- 
companied by Cornelius^ and several at-^ 
tendants^ left his mansion to proceed to 
the royal palace. It was with difficulty 
that their carriage could advance along, 
the streets of this ancient capital^ from- 

n 4 the 
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the eager curiosity and desire of the po- 
pulace to pay homage to this distinguish*' 
ed chieftain, by whom was now mani- 
fested the most wild enthusiasm of joy, at 
bis liberation from an unjust imprison* 
inent. The banners which Anselmo and 
his ancestors had nobly won in baltle 
were again unfurled, and exhibited by 
the soldiers, who had received t>rders from 
the duke to line the way to the palace^ 
to'prevent interruption. This mandate 
of the sovereign could noti howeverj dis« 
course the grateful citizens of Turin 
from their design of following the count 
to his destination* Th^ rich spoils of gold 
and silver taken in warfare^ which had 
been presented by Anselmo to the duke 
of Savoyi were again brought to light, 
ftnd from the effect of an all-cheering 
sun, displayed the most brilliant lustre. 
One in particular arrested admiration; 
it was a golden statue of Justice, placed 
at the entrance of the palace ; she was 
crowned with laurel^ and most gorges 

ously 
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ously adorped with precipi^s mpn^^, ftf 
the emerald^ ruby, and amethyst; oi3i,]i^ 
zoDe was painted a Latin ioscriptionj ex- 
pressive — '* That although the good ^r^, 
for atime^ at the mercy of the b^d, fhfi 
hand that holds the scales of justice ,vrill 
not fail at. a fit season^ tq ad^us^ tKe bjir 
lance most righteously.'* 

Not ail the hoijpurs, however, now so- 
profusely bestowed on count Atiselino by 
i)is sovpreign^ could repe) the glppi|[i> 
vhich pressed on hi^ spirits^ qf resj^e^ 
that health^ wl\ich, fr.oQi severe mental ^- 
guish^ he had lost^. Combined w^re thfir 
causes for that deep dejection — unsuc^ 
cGssfuI love — the treachery of a supposed- 
friend-^the sufferings and ultimate death 
©f an innocent man, general de Montau* 
ban — and unknowingly having brought- 
a stigma on the character of his ine&i- 
timjHble consorts — the reflection of the 
misery he had occasioned to the lovely . 
jBleon<)rai whose life^ but for her ill-fated 

Marriage with Ansejimo, might have beejv 

HrS above 
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above the common lot^ fortunate ani 
happy— These various^ and melancholy 
fdeas it was that deprnred his soitl of r€st. 
AlaSj too sensitive mortal ! thou examin-' 
est thyself with almost unprecedented rh 
gour ; a refined sensibility has proved the 
i&ource of all thy unhappihess ; thy fail- 
ings are but those of nature — thy virtues 
bright and transcendent as the stars of 
heaven. Parent of thy country I noble, 
godlike Anselmo ! soften thesj we be- 
seech thee^ the pity thou excitest from 
thy declining healthy \% fills every breast 
%vtth anguish; overcome domestic so^ 
row, and live for ever amidst thy grateful 
and affectionate countrymen; for vyith 
the Reman bard we may exdaim, that 

*' Whene'er tty coimten^ce divihe-. 

Xh' atten&nt {>eople cheers. 
The geniiU 9un more radiant shines^ 

The dajf more gladappears^' 

At the ifitroduction of count Anselmo 
and his now acknowledged Cornelius to 

the 
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tbedukc of Savoy^ and his royal cousin, « 
prince Etrgene; they were welcomed by 
these distinguished piersondges/ and the* 
whole court, with every demonstFation off 
heartfelt joy. Shortly afterwards the' 
guards were drawn np in front of the pa^- 
lace, and reviewed by the prince; as^ 
their officers passed count Anselmo, they- 
each saluted h4m, and lowered their co-^ 
lours, as a mark of veneration for his for* 
xner deeds of valour. This ceremony- 
concluded, an elegant entertainment was 
given at the palace, of which the princi- 
pal nobility were invited to partake. This^,^ 
however, the count, from pleading indis-^ 
position> was excused accepting, and then^'^ 
departed* 

On his arrival homCj what a striking:^ 
contrast to those splendid seenespresent-- 
ed itself! A consultation of the inosi emi- 
nent physicians^ ia<' Turin had just been 
held, to pronounce their fiat respecting 
the suffering Eleonora. Anselmo was in- 
formod b; them that tvo hibpes rcimained 

H S' of 
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of her recovery; she was still speechless, 
and refosed even the least nourisbftienf. 
The count, with indescribable agony, fol- 
lowed by Cornelius, whose feelings were 
in unison with his afflicted father, now 
instantly repaired to her chamber. Eleo- 
nora raised herself on the couch, and at 
the first sound of Ai\sel«io's voice'^:alliDg 
on her name, with extreme grief she cxi- 
claimed — " Theodore ! oh, gracious Hea- 
ven ! nowis Eleonora blest indeed !" 

In vain would it be to describe the 
astonishment of every one present at her 
recovered speech, excited by the sudden, 
unexpected return of Anselmo, or to de- 
lineate, with sufficient feeling, the affect- 
ing scene which took place between the 
hapless paif. * With trembling eagerness 
he folded her in his arms, breathed a 
prayer of gratitude for this momentary 
restoration of reason, and exclaimed, 
whilst pressing her to his heart with fer- 
vour — '' Much*injured saint, divine Eleo- 
Bora! <iiii, speak again — once more call 

me 
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tne by name; forgive my unworthiness ; 
and^ thjpn who will be so happy as your 
Theodore!'' Cornelius, affected almost 
to tears at this melancholy reconciliation 
of his parents^ now drew nearer, to claim 
a mother's blessing. Eleonora looked 
steadfastly ^t the youth, and bending for- 
^ards, said, in a wild and incoherent 
manner — ''Who are you ? in my dreams 
I have often seen your resemblance, but 
the moment I came near you, you always 
fied away !" continning in hurried ac- 
c:ents-— *^ Poor phantom ! it was not I 
that killed you ; for oh, believie me,'you 
'Vere very, very dear to Eleonora !" She 
then looked piteousfy at Anselmo, and 
exclaimed, in a more calm and collected 
tnanner— " I converse very strangely, do 
1 not, my love ? the young man, I hope, 
will pardon it ; pray go to him, Theo- 
dore, and say," continued the afflrcted 
3El€onora, in a whisper, " that I had a son 
ao like, that the whole world could not 
produce another to bear so striking a re-> 

semblance.*' 
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semblance/' Great was the agitation of 
AnseImo> and sorrow evinced by Gorrie- 
lius> when, after a short pause, the be- 
wildered mourner again exclaimed — -'Mjr 
son died; and they do say the tears I 
shed for him delnged his grave, and that 
an angel,. in pity, has borne. my boy iota 
heaven!'* . * 

This remembrance of past^orrowsi ani 
mental exertion, produced a melancholy 
change in poor Eleonora; she sighed 
deeply, and laid herliead on the support 
ing arm of Anselmo, apparently bereft of 
Ufe. The attendants calmed his fears, by 
saying that ^' the countess had been often 
so affected during his absence^ and ift^ a 
short time recovered from it/* 

This relap$e> however, was of longer 
duration than any preceding one ; two 
physicians were again summoned to at- 
tend her; they gave no hopes. ''Oh ye 
avenging gods j" now ejaculated the al- 
most frantic Anselmo, *' there iS not a 
misery you could hav^ heaped on my 

beadj 
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liead^ so great as to behold the suffering! 
of this dying saint^ who is expiring the 
hapless Ticttm of unrequited love and fi^ 
delity towards the wretched^ Ansel mo!" 

A long silence then ensued; an ex^- 
trexnely faint respiration^ and repeated 
shiverings^ alone announced that she still 
existed. Towards morning the difficulty 
of breathing increased; and whilst they 
were anxioi^Iy watching and observing 
with anguish the varied symptoms- of ap«- 
proaching deatb> Eleonora again spoke, 
but in a very low tone of voice, to re^ 
quest they would remove the horrid form 
Ihat stood near the windowr-'* It is Ro»- 
dolphus^" she said, and with her han& 
clasped together, exclaimed in terror— 
'^ Do not be angry with me — I shall soon 
follow thee ! '* The dying Eleonora then 
looked up at Anselmo, and in faltering 
accents, that were now almost inaudible^ 
said — ^' Pray do aot grieve so; I am very, 
very happy ; my sight begins to fail me 
--^it is now quite dark — sa good-night^ 
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my love — remeiriber Eleonorar" An- 
6elmo kissed her clay-cold lips^ atd witb^ 
the sigh he breathed on tbem> the soul of 
Eleonora parted from its earUHy tene* 
ment^ and was wafted for ever to the bliss* 
ful regions of eternity ! 

Thus terminated the short-lived and[ 

sorrowful career of theunfortunate sister 

of Rodolphus^ acknowledged wife pf 

cotmt Anselmo^ and mother of Corne- 

lius. The afflicted son;, with ^e iald of an 

attendant, now supported his almost in-^ 

* sensible father from the melancholy i^cenf? 

to an adjoining chamber, where, for many 

weeks, he lay a prey to corroding grief, 

refusing all consolation. The' death and 

history of the hapless Bleonora excited 

universal commiseration and pity; her 

remains were deposited, with funereal 

honours, in the family vault of the An- 

i^lmos, at Turin. 

The first alleviation, of the sorrow of the 
mourner was the perusal of a second let- 
ter the count received from the confessor 
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>r Santa Maria^ condoling v^itb him on 
he occasion, yet, in pious fervour,, re- 
urning thanks to Heaven that Eleotiora 
vas at length relieved from all the cares, 
he miseries, of this mortal state. Death 
iad long, very long, been sought for by 
he unfortunate nun, and therefore (he 
^rasisure) it had now cotne most wel- 
:ometo her. The holy father then pro- 
4^ded toacttuaint Anselitio of the events 
tlUchhad taken place at Vatleroy during 
\h absence* The first was announcing 
he arrival there of the marquis de Mont- 
uban, and recent departure, .\«]t|k hia mo- 
lier« for liis paternal seat inJthe Vicinity 
f Venice. Lodovico then particularly 
welt in praises of Almeria, who, hesaid^ 
xpressed the mo^t lively joy at the tri« 
mp& Ansehno had obtained o^er bis 
nemies^atthe same time d^ieply lament^ 
)g that she should have^occasibned^a ma^ 
lent's pain, to a lady whose character,! 
ie had been informed, was inestimable, 
nd whose iove and fidelity to the object 

of 
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of her admiration were so trn^y prafee- 
worthy ; concluding, that the sentimente- 
of gratitude Almeria first entertained for 
count Anselmo still remained unalterable^ 
and her wishes for his future peace and^ 
prosperity would ever retain the firsi 
place in her thoughts, and to learn that, 
proYe her principal happiness dunng the 
remainder of her life. , 

Lodovico then continued-*-*' And Haw^ 
my lord, to impftrt to you the pleasing 
news I have likewise to communicate, re- 
specting your lovely protegee, to share: 
with me the joy such intelligence has ef*^ 
fected to produce on the hitherto an* 
guished mind of Lodovic^^ that- the cbil<l' 
6fchance>the foimdling Eleanor, is the 
youngest daughterofHippolitus Romano! 
You have been already apprized^ .my iofd, 
of the events which have driven this^ 
revered relation of mine to seek for re* 
fuge in a foreign clime, and the unfortu- 
nate history o£ |he exile ; I shall, there* 
for^ cuQly rdbte tbteciricumstances which. 

have 



ANSXLMO. 165 

liave provedj, beyond a doubt, the truth 
of what I have recently been inrormed', 
and have now asserted, that Eleanor is 
indeed the offspring of my beloved but 
long-estranged brother !" LodovTco then 
proceeded, by recounting the life and 
misfortunes of the bandit captain. Olden- 
zo, and his subsequent adventures; front 
which it appeared^ that after various diflB^ 
culties, opposed to him - in pursuing a 
journey through a hostile state, Oldenzo, 
at length, by a fortuitous occurrence-, 
tearnt the residence of the e}dle. At a 
small auberge near Touion, (despairing. 
of success as to the object of his mission^, ) 
and at which port he again iti tended to 
embark in a few days for his native coun-^ 
tryjhe met with a gentleman, to whom, on 
inquiring if he had ever known or heard 
of a person called Romano ? and likewise 
acquainting him with the reason for soli* 
citing that information,. the youth in* 
stantly repHed that the exile was his owA 
father, tlien a resident in Parieu Olden^a 
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heard this asseveration with extreme plea^ 
sure, and readily assented to the follow- 
ing proposal of the son of Romanoj that 
as the business on which he came into 
Provence, relative to the selling of their 
estate in that country, was concluded, it 
would afford much satisfaction to their 
family if Oldenzo could accompany him 
on his retura to Paris, to communicate 
in person the joyful intelligence, whicir 
would, he said, give new life, new vigouri 
to his aged father. During their jour* 
ney, the young man informed Oldenxo 
that bis mother bad been dead several 
years, and that he had a sister (supposed 
vntU now the only one) ensbfinedina 
convent at Fran]^fpi:t, named Constantia, 
the widow of the late baron; d^ Holsteio. 
Tq the question whether tbje nurse pf 
Eleanor had ever rejoined their i^nuly, 
and if §he was still livipgs! the young oian 
answered in the afi^rmativei saying it w^ 
from her alone that his father learnt th^ 
melancholy iotelligefHr^ V^ich ]^d taken 

place 
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place in the Apennines, and the supposed 
death of his infant daughter. The poor 
\voman had "contrived to. travel on foot 
as far as the town of Alcino, at which 
place she procured a passage in a vessel 
bound to Marseilles; and on her arrival 
there, she immediately addressed a letter 
to her master, to apprize him of the fatal 
event, and her inability to proceed on her 
journey without his generous assistance. 
A supply of money for that purpose 
Vizs duly remitted to her; and the young 
Romano concluded by saying that she 
had remained with them ever since. 

On the travellers arriving in Paris, Ro- 
mano intimated to his companion, that 
from his father's wish to support his fa- 
mily in credit, he had entered into the 
French army, and for many years assumed 
the name only of De Clairville; that 
from being enraged with the treatment he 
bad received from his native country, the 
youth then acquainted Oldenzo that his 
father had borne an active part in the 
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present war with the Italian states^ and 
Jrom halving too fearlessly exposed his 
person^ he had been taken prboner in 
Piedmont; but that from the fictitious 
appellation of De Clairville^ and long re- 
sidence in this country, being supposed . 
a Frencbraan,{>rince Eugene had suffered 
him to return to Paris, where he wasnow 
on his parole. Lodovico then conclud- 
ed his letter, by saying that OldenzQi 
on announcing his mission, wasxeceived 
hy his "brother with the most rapturous 
expressions of joy; and that, through the 
intercession of the French govemrrtent 
with that of Piedmont, the son of Ro- 
mano had obtained a passport to enttr 
Italy^ t« solicit an interview with count 
Anselmo, for the purpose of expresang 
his father's grateful thanks, and profound , 
j[ratitude, to this noble and humane pro- 
tector of suflTering innocence; and to 
request the permission of conveying the 
lovely Eleanor into France, to receive a 
parent's blessing. " My lord," said Lo- 
dovico, 
1 
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iaovico, '' I must now acquaint you, that 
^he bearer of this communication is the 
-young man in question, the brother of 
your adopted daughter:; he has been at 
our convent of Santa Maria, and has. seen 
his long-iost sister — ihey have embraced 
each other, and mingled tears of joy for 
«o happy, yet unlooked-for a restora- 
tion. That done, the youth has now 
flown to lay himself at your feet, to en- 
■treat, with all due humility, the request 
I have likewise been solicited to urge^ 
from a further inducement, as they ima- 
gine, to your lordship's acceding to it."' 
From the known beneficence iof count 
^nselmo, itisaln^ost unnecessary to say 

that the son of Romano ^vas received by 

• 

that distinguished personage with every 
; mark of attention and unaflfected polite- 
tie^; likewise, that a mo^st cordial as- 
' ^ent was obtained for 4he departure of 
Eleanor 1o the French ^dominions. The 
count, however, expressed a hope, from 
4he aifection he had ever borne io his 

adopted 
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adopted daughter, that a time vrould ar« 
rive when he should again have the hap- 
piness of embracing the lovely girl, ^nd 
welcoming both her and her family to 
Valleroy. Romanp, deeply affected hy 
the generosity of Anselmo, proposed to 
bring his sister first to Turin, that she 
might return her acknowledgments, aotd 
to take an affectionate leave of her noble 
patron. This offer was, however, de- 
clined, as it would only tend, he said, 
from a variety of past occurrences, (o 
depress yet more the gloom which pe^ 
vaded his. spirits. Besides, the count 
informed him, that as his friends appear- 
ed extremely anxious for the recovery 
of his health, and supposing it alone to 
be acquired by change of air and scene, 
he proposed to set off^ in a few days, with 
his son Cornelius, for the sea-coast, there 
to embark on a voyage to the island of 
Lipari. The succeeding morning, the 
young Romano again departed for Tus- 
cany; and on his journey to the convent 

of 
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of San ta Maria, to take charge of its beau- 
tiful noviciate, and to beaf her, on the 
vrfngs of love, to the arms of her aged 
parent — 

*• Si vedria che 1 lor nemici 

I 

Anno in seno, e si reduco 
Nel parere a noi feiici 
Ogni lor felicita/' 

' f * ■ 

The same day, a letiet was received by 
tJomelius Anselmo, to whom it afforded 
'the sincerest pleasure ; it was from Mar* 
«ias Luzzara, who had left Turin imme- 
diately after the trial, and for whose ser- 
vices the count had settled on him a li^^ 
bcral allowance; it acquainted Corne- 
lius of his arrival at Cagliari, at which 
place he intended to reside, and continued 
thus — *' By a fortuitous occurrence, ihy^ 
dear brother, (for so I must still call you,^ 
I have met with the captain to whom you 
intrusted the packet at Asinara; he wask 
passenger m the j/am6 vcrssel that I j^ro- 
^ceeded in to thisisland^ having hacFiidiite 

\*0U IV. I \>wcv«^ 
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business to transact at L^ghoriii Tind 4ben 
on his return \^ Sardinia. On learn^iiig 
my iiatpe wasXuz^ara^ ^nd that I ivas w^U 
known 4o you^ he introduced himself, 
to offer an apology for so long -de- 
laying the papers hi Was intrusted with 
for St. Sebastian. IVIbntebello^as taken 
-by an Algerine corsair, and carried to 
Barbary ; the merchant to Whom he was 
consigned proved to^be his most intimate 
friend; an immediate release was the con- 
;sequence, J^esides halving .his vessel re- 
istpred to him, ^nd well freighted for its 
jret^rnv The packet having been opened 
by "fhe pirates, he retained it until his 
.arrival at Cagliari, for the purpose of de- 
Jiyering it in person to Sebastian: that 
^gentleman having, however, departed for 
]Bnglan(f, Montebello then again sealed 
4ip the papers, and on perceiving the in- 
<side x!over was directed to a signior Ro- 
Jolphus, . of the castle of Oldenzo, near 
>(]}jrps8ettQ^ they were accordingly for- 
.^wardedftta that p)a|pc; hy his account; 
^.:\,:.^ " ../;•'* \ they 



AKSELMO. 271 

they were the same letters and manuscript 
of my late father I so fortunately re- 
gained from thence^ and since produced 
at the senate. The most pleasing and 
principal reason, however/ for my now 
writing/' said Luzzara, " is to acquaint 
you, that on our landing at Cagliari, I 
was cordially invited by captain Monte- 
bello to pass a few weeks with him at his 
residence, and on accepting the pfTer, it 
lias certainly proved the happiest peripd 
of ray life; he had acquainted me of 
his being lately married, and the wish he 
felt to introduce me to the fair object 
of his choice; oh, judge the surprise and 
joy I felt, when, on being presented to 
the wife of Montebello, I recognized our 
long-lost Isabel ! A considerable time 
elapsed ere we could sufficiently recover 
our mutual surprise, to relate the won- 
derful effects of Providence, which had 
thus reunited iis. Isabel at length iur* 
formed me (as we have before heard.) 
that both her mistress and herself were 

I 2 t^Jw 
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taken by a banditti^ who afterwards sold 
them to the Moors/ by whom they Vfert 
conveyed to Barbary; her benefactress 
lived but a few hours after their arrival; 
poor Isabel was then purchased by the 
friend of Montebello^ in whose family she 
remained^ in the occupation of a domes- 
tic, for more than five years. The mer- 
chant having highly extolled her beaot/ 
and amiable dbposition, Montebello again 
became a capti\^ by her charms; and 
previous to his departure from Barbary^ 
inarried her, and then they set «ail for 
this island. They are now settled in a 
rural spot, a short distance from Cagliari, 
:^pparehtly well satisfied with their lotj 
and happy.'^ 

This intelligence, the hearing of Luz^ 
zara and his sistef's welfare, affbrded 
much satisfac^on to Cornelius; and^had 
his mind been relieved from the anxiety 
he suffered in respect to the health of hi$ 
father, atid devested of all thoughts of the 
charming Horatia^ (^ whom be still felt 
^ ' th- 



the fenderest affection, although believed 
to be for ever separated from her, one 
bright, unclouded ray of sunshine now 
appeared to attend on the fortunes of 
Cornelius. 

Before the appointed time agreed otv 
Tor leaving Turin, the count and his som 
were far on their journey to Genoa, where" 
they proposed embarking for Lipari. 
Grievous as had been the misfortunes of 
Anselmo, and the events which had sue-- 
ceeded each other with such astonishfng^. 
rapidity, yet the serenity of the country,- 
its pastoral and variegated landscapes, now 
Beginning will> the return of spring, fO" 
reveal their beauties, and with Elysian 
sweets throw their perfumes along the 
'breeze, they insensibly communix^ated a^ 
.calm of mind, and tended greatly to ex- 
Jiilarate the melancholy, the woe'^wom 
lieart of Anselmoi 
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CHAP. IX. 

■ I •■ 

Neither breath of mom. when she ascendt^ 

i • \ ' ■ ^ ^ . • ^ ^ 

With chann of earliest birds ; nor rising son, 

Qn this delightful land; nor herb, fittit^ flower^ 

6iist'niRg with dew ; nor fragrance after iho^erf ;^ 

• Kor grateful evening milcT; nor silent Qight^ 

With this her sfolemn bird; nor walk by mooi^ 

' C^ glittering starh'ght, without thee is sweet. 

Mttioji. 

Whust the eount Anselmo and Conielits 
are pursuing their journey to Genoa, ani 
from thence continuing a favourable 
voyage to their eventual de3tinati0D^ for 
some months, at the island of Lipari, wc 
shall relate the circumstances which, pre- 
vious to that period, took place at the 

' V convent 
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consent of Santa Maria^ and iHe castle of 
VaHctoy. ^ 

The instant that the termination of the 
momentous trhi at Turin was known tx> 
the reverenct father Lodovico, (a courier 
hhving arrived express for that purpose^) 
the confessor having no longer aiyy fear 
of disclosing the abode of iKe recluse, be 
rntroduled his fair relative again at VaJ- 
fcroy, for her to like an affectionate leave" 
of Almeria, premising' it by saying — •'For 
Heaven only knows, my eHi}d, whetb^ 
you may ever meet again/* ^- ^ 

This apprehension of '^Lodovfco's, zo^ 
tseriously expressed too> inci^a»ed the m^— 

* ianchoiy of Eleanor to such^a degree, th^r 
'aH the resolution she bad'erididarvpiired tt> 

acquire to appear cheerful >nowebtireIy 

forsook her. Ontheir entrance iht4>4he 

^ castle, so gloomy, so deiserted,- ^l|d fyf^ 

t lorn, did every thing appeais-to what. she 

had formerly remembered -it; andibii'be- 

• iiig fed into the apartment whei*e, like 
Hector's Andromache, was seated HXe mo-* 

1 4 tbft!^ 
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ther of MoaUubani in silent -sorrow 
mourning her hapless fate, the lovely 
l^irl could no. longer commandf^hef tears. 
Lodovico, ashatned at her weakness, this 
apparently selfish and even childish sor* 
row, intimated the displeasure he felt to- 
.wards^ Eleanor for such indecorous beha* 
viour, and then took his departure, ihe 
mild dignity of Almeria, a^d the assu* 
;rances she gave to hep young friend of 
Jber perfect resignation to the will of Pro- 
viden:ce, And the momentary expectation 
•he had of seeing her beloved son at Val- 
. leroyj tended to allay the sorrow of het 
guest The pdnfcipal causeior these erne* 
tions Almerin easaly defitied; Qtid fbert* 
fore expatiated' warmly^ in the hope she 
entertained of the prompt arrival of Al« 
herU from whom a letter had been re- 
cently received^ to announce him Dn bis 
vray to Valleroy,/and the pleasure she 
anticipated: at ^ome future time, of wel- 
coming Eleanor at the chateau de Mont- 
auban. 
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*' Ah, dear liady !" she timidly replied, 
*' I fear such happiness will never be re- 
alized^ for immediately en my brother^ 
return from Turin^ I depart with him fw 
France^ where, it is most probable, I shall 
be ever destined to remain." Almeria 
thought otherwise, yet judged it most*^ 
prudent not to encourage a hope tbat^ 
on considering the uncertainty of all the ^ 
events of life, might be disappointed. 
Several d^ays now glided away, unmarked^ 
by any particular occurrence; Eleanor' 
was permitted to pass most of her time at 
Valleroy, returning only to the convent 
at evening vespers. One morning, a slight'- 
indisposition pr^enting the confessor ac« 
companying her to . the castle, Florisee 
was appointed to attend on Eleanor. The 
weatherprovingextremdy fine, the young , 
shepherdess persuaded her to take a cir« 
cuitous path to Valleroy, which led through 
an extensive vineyard, and commanded' 
delightful prospects of thie surrounding 
country ; but on commenciug their walk, 

1 5 . >^ 
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and as Florisee was ^patiating in lively 
coloi&rs on its various i>eauties, her foot 
slipped^ and she fell into a small rifer, 
'Ithat flowed with a rapid stream on this 
side 6f the mountain. Poor Florisee was 
however soon extricated fifom her pjeril- 
l^ttssituation by a young shepherds pass- 
ing near the spot^ who i]istantly4>]unged 
into the water^ and gallantly bore the 
tierrified girl safe to land. She was led 
by. Eleanor and the stranger to her mo- 
Iji^r's (Cottage, which was contiguous; and 
a^ from the accident her further attend* 
ance was now impossible^ Eleanor was 
obliged alone to continue her way to 
Valleroy. 

Pensively as she again pursued het 
walk along the margin of the stream/ its 
rippling current glittering with the sun- 
beams, and bounded by stately rows of 
the shady lime^ elm^ and sycamore^ a 
train of thoughti the most dangerous to 
her future peace of mind^ insensibly in- 
truded itself. Eleanor remembered that 

along 



aiong this very palh she had onte been ac- 
cbmpanied by Albert de Montauban> and 
on these banks^ which commandedavicworf 
the monastery, at the period of their early 
loves^had he been accustomed btr'aneven- 
ing to recline; and with his oatenTeedf, - 
( upon which Albert was an accomplished ' 
performer^) to play those enchanting: 
strains^ which conspired so greatly to* 
dWaken in hersoul respondent sentiments ^ 
cffafTection, and to cheHsh them in her * 
xttertiory, aar ^ti emblem true of his eter^- 
nal constancy. " Delusive idea !" sighed ^ 
Bleahbr, *' aerial dreams of felicfty ! hot^- 
could I ever ' expect you realized^ whert 
even the glbbfe itself is always changing; 
iti perpetual motion, to draw onwards to 

• • • 

its final exit, to leave ' ndt a wreck.be* 
hind!^^ • 

These solitary musings at length gave " 
way 'to adftiiratlon of the surrounding 
scentty ; the distant mountains^ in some 
J)arts magnificently grand by cataracts,, 
which dashing down its sides^^ formed ex^ 

16 tensive 
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tensive rivers ia the plains f^eneath ; in 
i^hers, clotbedjvith the tbiekest foliage, 
and roost beautiful verdure; whilst ia 
less cultivated spots» numerous flocks of 
sheep were grazing on the mossy bed^ 
and in innocent sport gambolling their 
little lives away. Eleanpr now came to 
the track leading to the province of Pied- 
XBont; she involuntarily stopped^ and 
gave an anxious yet timid look toward^t 
Savoy ; again continued her walk^ and 
again turned, with aln[ios( suspended 
breathy to listen for the sound of horsey 
which might possibly bear her be- 
loved Albert The warmth of the su« 
had caused an exhalation to arise from 
the valley, which rapidly increasing, at 
length obscured every -distant object; but 
yet she fancied that she cduld hearjh^* 
noise of carriage-wheels coming onwards 
with great velocity. Eleanor wsis not 
deceived, for in another instant ^he clearly 
distinguished the carriage, preceded by 

tW9 out-riders^ and. i)bserve4 fir^tP. their 

livery 



li^iy ih^t they belonged to the pvfis^vct 
vinarquis de MonUuban. .^ 

Pfi^nded: Iov$:i>ow whimpered to the 
gentle Buud^'' Haste> sister^ ha$(e away, 
or fareweil tp (h^ prerogative of vvoman/' 
Pride took the alarm; and swifter than 
the mountain deer from its wild putsuen^ 
fled the sylpfarlike £Ieanor|to endeavour 
tq i^eg^in the castle before the arrival of 
Albert. With as much vehemence, then, 
^ if it wefe to shelter herself from a host 
of enemies, did she now, on passing the 
drawbridge, sue for admittance into the 
4omain of Valleroy ; and on entering it, 
^uic.k as thought darted into a narrow 
path that led found by the temple to the 
^eastern side of the castle. Eleanor, sup- 
posing by tfiese means she had escaped 
observation, and being almost breathless 
HFith fatigue, now seated herself on' a rus^ 
tip bench at the entrance of a hermitage, 
to compose her agitated spirits, princi^ 
pally atrising from the delight she expe« 
Tieaced xt the return of her long-absient 
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tover, afid the hope she now eYitfertditred 
of a mutual reconciliatibh taking pfaet; 
ere she departed from Italy. In this agree- 
able retreat^ which was shaded hj branches 
of the fcircling elttii and'fentwi=ned with 
jessamiiife/ VobdlAiie/ and roses/ whose 
mingled^ sweets perfumed the ambient 
air> a concert of aerial voices^ from its 
winged inhabitants^ were^ in harmonic 
stniihs^ paying adoration to tfhc *' loves of 
May.": The tones of aHageolet were now 
beard in* clear and shrill responses from 
an adjacent wilderness; it was the same 
air Eleanor recollected to have heard one 
evening chanted by the gondoliers^ when 
at the castle of Oldenzor on its changing 
from slow to lively measure^ and thesounds 
drawing nearer, the invisible musician 
seemed to be advancing toivards the, ar- 
bour. Eleanor arose from her seat, to 
resume her wav to the castle, when, to 
her evident confusion and surprise, she 
saw Albert de Mohtauban, who, with 
studied grace, and. peculiar tenderness of 

Ceelingi 
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feeling, now introduced himCtelf to her 
by saying — *' Dearest Eleanor, pardon 
this intrusion ; do not fly from me; nor 
•destroy the flattering idea my fond heart 
4iasso long indulged, of your being again 
Testored to me, the past forgotten, the 
future an age of hSppihess; I exist only 
-in your smiles — your frowns annihilate 
me/* . 

So strong an appeal to her generosity 
failed not of its reward. Eleanor^ with 
the liiokitjf credulity, now held out her 
hand to him,, as a further token of fop- 
giveness, and in trembling accentssaid— 
^^May I believe you >" — *' Ah, too-lovely 
Eleanor !'* he 6xclaimed> " is it possible 
that you can doubt it ? surely not, when 
you are apprized of the difficulties, the 
perils, the many watchful days and sleep- 
less tiights I have endured on your ac- 
count, to learn the blest -intelligence that 
you was safe and happy.*' On concluding 
this sentence, Montauban regarded het 
with a melancholy yet anxious inq^uiring 
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expressipttj^ from the mfschfevous hope 
that he might discern, byherlodks^ that 
during his absence she had not been quite 
so contented and happy as he' had sup«- 
, posed her to be. With great- truth Elea- 
nor could have replied in the negative; 
but prudence withheld the confession. 
The triumph he had already obtained be^ 
ing deemed fully sufficient to set at ease 
the heart of a Iover> she therefore ia* 
itantly changed the subject of discourse, 
by inquiring, with much soHcittide; if he 
had seen his mother? 

" Indeed I have not, and yx)u are alone 
the cause of it/'—'* I?;*—" True, on my 
word," again continued ' Albert ; *' for 
ion observing the anxiety with which 
you endeavoured to elude my notice, 
that I was still languishing under your 
displeasure, I alighted from the carriage, 
and followed you to this retreat, and by 
playing the same air I supposed you to 
^Ve heard when at Oldeiizo, my design 
succeeded; it arrested your attentioDj 
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fiiid h90 fortunately paved the way' for my 
beiog agaiii received into favotji?/' 

. To (he soft entreaty of Eleanor^ to be 
apprheed^ if it was really her lover who 
htd so mysteriously visited that place of 
iier abode* and the motivis for it ? Mont- 
niriban^ pa answering to the previous 
question^ then said be would satisfactorily 
explain the latter as they continued their 
way to the castle-r-" But first/' ejaculated 
the youths pointing to thje^ tenrplei ''re* 
lieve my doubtSi Bteahor, as to that un- 
fortunate letter you was perusing there 
mth ao ranch d)^ight| the circumstance 
which caused those serious diffisrences 
that have -arisen between us?" This was 
readily assented to; and to the perfect sa- 
tisfiiction of Aibert/ she having acquaint- 
ed him that it was a communication re* 
ceived from' her revered preceptor, Lo-^ 
dovico^ to apologiae for the alarm he had 
unintentionally occa^oned her at the ca» 
vern ; acknowledging that it was his ac« 
customed li^trf at for meditation, and that 
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lie was at that time so deeply engaged in 
study^as tobe unconscious of the presence 
t>r bis fair Yisitors^ until afterwards inform- 
ed of it by Francisco himself: that amongst 
other intelligence he recounted the ihtre* 
•pidity of Montauban^ iRendeavbaringto 
force an entrance into the temple; (the 
count Ansel mo having given positive or- 
ders to allow no person to e»ter that sano 
tuary except himself^ it having at subter* 
raneous passage* wbiph led a nearer way 
to the convent of Santa* Mariia ; ) Lodo- 
vrco said he had, la* the hope of intimt- 
f dating Albert, Vrritten a severe injtmction 
for him to desist from. his bold undertak- 
ing. Mofitauban . »niied at . this infer- 
.nation,^ and at the recollectioHvOf there- 
-suit of that .entierprisc;'*-* Say nb-morci 
•dear Eleanor/' he exclaimed; ;** I amweH 
•assured of your fidelity ;- atad- all the fol- 
.Ires, all the indiscretions, ^bich love has 
-been the cause of, be assured, my future 
conduct shall amply atone for/* 

During this jreconciliatiDn betwera Al* 

bert 



ANSEUia. 187 

bert and Eleanor, nearly a similar scene 
took place at the portico of the <:astle. 
Xaurettahaving perceived a carriage, with 
several attendants, coming with great 
swiftness up the avenue, instantly de- 
scended to the hall, and opening the door. 
Tan out with great speed to welcome the 
visitors. The first person she recognized 
•was Montauban's servant, Lupino; she 
flew to embrace him, vociferating in ex.- 
tremc joy — ^''Good-bye to the haunted 
castle; I never will set my foot in it again^ 
that I am determined on ^*^'»id continued^ 
/'my dear, charming, sweet fiower t^f the 
.iralley, Lupino, oh, where have you left 
your m^ter ?" — *' Where he should be, 
begging pardon at the feet'.of isignora 
Eleanor, in yonder wilderness, which apr 
pears nearly as confused as himself/'* an- 
swered. Lupino: *' but I say, Lauretta,** 
he again continued, with a significant 
smile, ^' do you think you should like mt 
for a husband ?"~'i None better, '* she 
replied; V^ and to. use the lady ]^leanorf 
. ^ owa 
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own words^ when she talks of my lord 
Albert^ I beg leave to say that I adore 
you/*^ — '' Then there's an end of the maf* 
ter," said Lupino ; *' we will be married 
to-morrow ; but as it is a long time to 
look forward^ and for fear we should for* 
get it^ Lauretta/' be continued^ taking r 
rialto from his pockety '' let us divide this 
bit of stiver between us^ to keep' it in re« 
tnembrance*"— " With all my heart/' re- 
plied Lauretttt ; but whilst they were thur 
assiduoudy employedi Albert and Eleanor 
entered the portico ; when immediately 
Lupino disappeared^ and Lauretta, not a 
little mortified at thisinlerruptiozi of Iheir 
love-scenej^as now obiigisd \o attend on 
JSleanor i^od.ber young lord to the apart^ 
ment of her mistress. 

Almerta having been studiptisly engagedr 
In reading, knew not erf the arrival of 
Montauban until he how appeared before 
htxi this first interview between tbem> 
since the late distressful events, was truly 
ifiecting. The motheiydied teacs on the 

boson 
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bosom of her son, that beloved "Son for 
%vhom she noW alone wished to live, everf 
other happiness having been long sacri- 
ficed at the shrine of his departed father, 
Eleanor tvas a silent, but not an iininte^ 
rested spectator of this melancholy scene; 
she felt too acutely to be allowed th* 
power bf words. Montaubah> from the 
anxious wish to impart consolation, and 
to cheer the drooping soul of his mother, 
attended not to the elapse of time, nor to 
the very limited duration of his stay at 
Valleroy, having previously determined 
to remain no longer than sufficient for 
her to prepare for the journey ; it now, 
however, pres^d on his remembrance, 
and with it the toronfenting reflection of 
being again torn from his Eleanor, per* 
baps never to see her more. 
' With a sudden biirst of anguish, Albert 
Exclaimed aloud— ^ 1 cannot support heir 
absence — life will be a torment ; better 
js It to die at once> thafi to linger thus in 
contimml miWry ^f 
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From the request of his mother, vth^ 
wished to have a private conference with 
Montauban, they withdrew to another 
apartment; she then, with much inge^ 
nuousness, related to him every particular 
of Eleanor's history,, with the additioni 
that her brother was daily expected at 
the convent of Santa^Maria^ for the pur- 
pose of conveying her into Prance, and 
to her family. On Albert's being ap- 
prized of the father of Eleanor assuming 
the name of I>e Clairville, and that be 
was the same officer with whom he had 
ithe unfortunate rencounter at the con- 
clusion of the memorable battle near 
Turin, he becamfe a prey to distracting 
grief. The most soothing eloquence of 
Almerla, to calm these violent emotion^ 
were all alike unavailing, tiU she pledged 
iier solemn word that she' had obtained 
•the intercession of Lodovico, at some fu- 
-ture period, with count Anselmo, to en- 
treat his corisent to their union, which 
was of the first conseqlf^iQC^^^tbe £itber 
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«F hhprotegte; from the avowed sense 
of obligation he owed to that distinguish- 
ed personage, it must silence every ob- 
ject! pn (even shquld. that be the case) 
comrary to the wishes qF her b^nefacton 
This assurance allayedy; but did not ed« 
tjrely ^ubdqe the anguish of Albert ; his 
fears represented to him that; jf . he suf- 
Tered Eleanor to, depart from Italy, in- 
stead of months, as expressed by bis mo- 
Iher, jears might intervene before he 
should have the liappiness of again b^ 
iiolding her. '* There is no other alter*- 
natTve than what I hsLve m^ntiQued; rest 
assured/' s^id Aloi^ria ; , ai)d continued 
with some displeasure, arising from Air 
bert's objections, '^ singe the late events; 
every sense of honour demands that I 
^should leave Valleroy ; if you, sir, how- 
ever, prefer your love to y^ur duty, stay; 
I wiH depart alone." 

' . . Mpntauban insta^ntly assented to everjT 
prpppsition, and.then returned^ with his 

inptker ^q take a swc^wfiil les^e of JBteft- 

noi?^ 
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fior^ she having ju^t 1)efore sent a tbesBagf 
by Lauretta, to apprize her friends that 
an attendant was in waiting to conduct 
her to the convent. This littendaDt wa5» 
to their mutual surjprike, no other than 
the c6nfe8s6r Lod6Vic5a^ lirhb^ desirous 
fS( bidding adieu t6 Atm^ia^ had^ al- 
though extremely indisposed^ walked to 
the castle for that purpose, and to accom>- 
pany his lovely relative on her return to 
the monastery. Albert's behaviour to 
the holy father being in the highest de- 
gree respectful, it was duly appreciated 
by Lodovico, with the promise of he 
friendship in forwarding, as much as in 
hh jJower, the object on which rested the 
future happiness of Montauban. Yet 
sorrowful was the patting of the loveis; 
in pity to their siifferings, the confessor 
hastened td conclude this melalncholy se> 
paration, by saying if Eleanor delayed 
any longer, the inct^easing darkness of 
the night would prevent their finding 
the way to the convent ; she then afl[h> 

tionatelj 



tipnately embraced her friends, sighefd 
"an adieu, and, accompanied by Lodovico, 
departed. 

At the dawn of morning, the castle of 
Vallerpy was bereft of its humane inha* 
bitant ; to the domestics of count An- 
selmo, who had been uniformly courte^ 
ous and attentive to her, Alm^ria pre- 
sented various gifts, as a testimony of her 
gratitude ; Jthey followed her to the car- " 
riage with weeping eyes and supplicating 
gestures, entreating for her speedy return. 
This amiable woman felt the anguish she 
excited, but had no power to relieve it. 
Montauban and his mother, attended by 
^Lauretta'and Lupino, then departed ; and 
as the carriage wound up the majestic 
Apennines, and the deepening shades of 
clustering trees began to obscure that • 
noble domain, the travellert gave many 
a lingering look towards those fertile 
plains they had quitted; and oil its being 
entirely concealed /rom their sight, Al- 
VOL. IV. K meria. 
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ineria^ with an emotion of sorrow, ex' 
claimed — " Farewell, a long farewell, to 
Valleroy !» 
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CHAP. X. 

Let us not aggravate our sorrow s. 
But to the gods submit th' event of things. 
Our livesy discoloured with our present woes. 
May still grow bright, and smile with happier hours. 
So the pure limpid stream, when foul with stains 
Of rushiog torrents, and descending rains. 
Works it$|^lf clear, and as it runs, refines, 
.Till by degrees the floating mirror shines, ~ 
HeBecU each flower thiit on the border grows, 
Apd a new heaven in its fair bosom flows. Addison. ^ 

Heavily now passed on the hours with 
the fair noviciate of Santa Maria ; and 
from the protracted absence of Romano, 
for which, as neither the confessor or 
Eleanor could satisfactorily account^ ^K^ 
became unusually thoughtful atvAde^ecV^A* 

k2 . '^X^^ 
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The receipt too of a letter from Albert, 
on the second week after his departure, 
conspired to augment her uneasiness; an 
air of melancholy breathed through every 
line of it^ particularly on announcing his 
arrival, with his hiother, at Venice, and 
of their being since settled at the chateau 
de Montauban. He dwelt, with much 
tenderness of feeling, on the misfortunes 
of his surviving parent, whose irreparable 
sorrow had (he said) greatly increased, 
from a circumstance hitherto concealed 
from her knowledge — the erection in that 
domain of a mausoleum to the memory of 
his father ; which spot Almeria was now ac- 
customed daily to visit, and to pass several 
hours in the mournful pleasure of bring- 
ing to her recollection the sad and truly 
(to my idea, said Albert) tormenting re- 
membrance " of departed joys, never 
more to return !'* This train of thought 
naturally brought to his mind the fears 
he entertained in respect to Eleanor, the 
fatal ptesiewVvrcvtxvV \xv\v\^^ ci^ nUcir dcs- 
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tiny proving alike unfortunate; and that 
he "was for ever separated from her. 

These melancholy epistles from Mont-' 
aoban insensibly commnnrcated the same 
. forebodings to the heart of Eleanor; rest-^ 
less and unhappy, all her former resources 
of amusement, the proficiency she had 
acquired in the sister arts of music, painf- 
ing, and poetry, now became irksome, 
and at length quite neglected. The sum« 
mcr far advanced in florid beauty, every 
vale, grove, and rocky-crested mountain, 
in th^ vicinity of Vaileroy, imparted the 
charms of rural fqjicity, yet did they fail 
to enliven the drooping spirits of Elea- 
nor; the confessor likewise participated 
in her uneasiness, from the information 
. ,he had lately received by a friar of jthe 
•order of Sft Benedict, in the province 
of Gascony, who was on his pilgrimage 
to the lady of Loretto. The holy fa- 
ther acquainted Lodovico; that on his 
passing through the town of Tortona, he 
v^as accosted by a yout\g m^iW) \^Vo> ow 

K 3 \^^t\v\vi^ 
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learning his destination, requested hirit 
to leave the following message at this 
convent, (being fearful his letter^ which 
was written in greal haste, would not 
come to hand, ) ^'io say that a momentous 
event having taken place whilst a jierson 
named Romano was on his journey into 
Tuscany, it would prevent his meditated 
visit to Santa Maria for some months; in 
the interim, desiring to be kindly remem- 
bered to whom that name would be no 
stranger/* 

This vague and unsatisfactory intelli- 
gence, therefore, of the young Romano, 
alike affected Lodovico and Eleanor; the 
most painful conjectures now took pos- 
session of their minds ; at one time fan- 
cying it to proceed from the sudden in- 
formation received of the death of his 
father; at another, that the government 
of Piedmont would not permit the youth 
to leave the country, and that he was in 
confinement until he could obtain the in* 
tercession of count Anselmo in his behalf. 

These, 
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These, and many others of inferior con- 
sequence^ operated to disturb and per-* 
plex them ; the end of July thus termi- 
nated in suspense, sorrow, and disap^ 
pointmenr. 

On the first day of the succeeding 
month Was the celebration of the same 
festival at Santa Maria at which Albert 
de Montauban first saw the beauteous 
Eleanor; the same splendid, magnificent 
scene was again to take place in the cha- 
pel of the convent, before described. At 
a very early hour of the morn, this lovely 
novitiate arose from her gentle slumbers, 
and attired herself with more than ordi- 
nary care and attention; a change, as 
sudden as unexpected, was now apparent 
in the countenance and behaviour of 
Eleanor;, new life, new vigour, was in- 
fusedinto her drooping frame, and breath- 
ed such an air of enchantment, as asto- 
nish^d every one.- On her descending 
to the parlour, she wasmetby the reve- 
rend father Lodovico, and several of the 

K 4 sisterhood; 
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sisterhood; they all complimented Elea- 
noi\OR her recovered looks, and*thetas(e 
$he had displayed in adjusting berappa* 
rel so^elega^ntly neat and bt^omiiigv Her 
appearance^ and the vivacity ^be evinced; 
by her converse that her heart "vtas ^uite 
at ease, and even huppy, afibrded Lodo- 
vice the purest pleasure; he tenderly 
embraced his lovely relalive^ Messed her^ 
and then retired. The nuns now becom-^ 
ing extremely anxious to know the cause 
of this speedy metamorphosis in their 
young friend, questioned her, laughinglyi^ 
if she i)ad recently received a letter itfoc^ 
her lover? — *' No>" said Elea.nor; "** nor 
can I further account for the inward hap* 
piness I feeU than that it proceeds from 
the recollection it was on this very day I 
first beheld an Albert de Montauban ; for 
Tm sure, '"she continued, *' the world can- 
not contain such another/^ 

A loud ringing was now heard to usher 
from the convent gate* *' Ah, sweet 
model of simplicity K' ejaculated sister 

Agnes, 
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Agnes, ''I thought this extacy mnstpttv 
ceed from somethings some cause to oo 
caslon all this wonderful flow of spirits/'' 
''What then do you allude tor?'* in- 
i^uired Eleanor. — •' Allude fa !'* signifi- 
cantly resumed the nun> drawing her close 
to the window; *'who is that, pray, now 
entering the cloisters ?''—'* Oh, merciful 
powers ! gracious Heaven !** exclaimed 
Eletoor, '' it is the marquis de Mohtan* 

This rapturous discovery occasioned 
great mirth amongst the conventuals, par- 
ticularly on observing the fluttering emio-* 
fion of pleasure it produced in Eleanor^ 
who would instantly have flown to meet 
him, but for the prudent remonstrance 
How utfered by Agnes, saying, with much 
gravity, whilst detaining her—*' Gently, 
fair maid, ' they stumble that go fast ;** 
and continued, •' surely you do not ex- 
pect to reap the victory before you de- 
serve it ?'* — ** I am quite* at a loss to un- 
derstand your meaning," said Eleanor r 

k6 !^iny 
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" my only iatentipo and wish to see AK 
bert being to inquire respecting the 
health of his revered mother-^" — ^" Could 
I be induced to believe what you say," 
interrupted ^gnes, " I.should think you 
the most insensible. creature in existence; 
all that I propose is, that you should 
calmly wait until your, presence is soli*, 
cited/' . 

"I intead it/' sf|id Ekanor, visibly 
piqued atihis opposition to her design; 
^'nor amLyet certain whether I shall ap 
pear at all." — ''You will be very happy 
.to do it if the signior requests it."-r-"if/' 
resumed Eleanor^ proudly, at this doubt 
advanced by the nun concerning Mont- 
auban; and continued with increased spi* 
rit, •* I don't admire your sceptical know- 
ledge, sister Agnes, nor do I ever wish 
to be acquainted with it ; so fare you 
well.'* With apparent indifference, she. 
then began slowly to retire to her owa 
apartment, from whence, by a message 
she received soon after to wait on the, 

confessor. 
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confessior, Efeanor; jproceeded to the cell 
ofLodovico/and at her entrance, the holy 
father exclaimed with joy — *VMy dear 
child, ihis day has proved the happiest of 
my lifey' and preseji ting her with a letter, 
said, *' read; oh, read the contents of this 
important favour, which I have just re- 
ceived from count Anselmo, who exists 
only to promote the comforts of others 
-~his own banished for ever!** 

TrerabUngly she then perused to the 
following effect; — "That ever interested 
for the welfare of his adopted daughter, 
be had, on being apprized oPthe misfor- 
tunes of her family> interceded for them 
with the <jijCikje of Savoys who, to oblige 
the countyhad made an application to the 
Republic of Venice in behalf of Romano.* 
The prayer of the petition was granted, 
t^jth: fullliberty for the exile and his fa- 
mily to return to their native land." An- 
selmo 's letter thert proceeded to say — 
** That an express was therefore sent off* 
to the brother of Eleanor, at that time 
• k6 on 



on his journey into Tuscany/ to inform 
him of the result. This intelligence in- 
duced the young Romano to delay his 
intended visit to the convent^ and instead 
of it^ to return with all possible dispatck 
to France, for the purpose of communi- 
cating the joyful tidings to his aged fa- 
ther, and to- solicit him to accept the 
offer so graciously obtained by count 
' Anselmo/' Inclosed in the preceding let- 
ter was an answer the count had received 
fVom the elder Romano, announcing the 
arrival of his son in Paris, with the bandit 
captain, Oldenzo ; for whose i^atisfactory 
information, concerning the event which 
had recently taken place in the Apennines^ 
his apparently sincere coiitritioh for his 
past conduct, and the firm resolve he 
avowed never again^ to return to Italy, 
thesceneof all his errors and misfortuneSi 
Romano aaid he had presented the repent-^ 
ant signer with a small estate of his own; 
near Versailles, and for which Oldenzo 
appeared truly grateful. On returning 

to 
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<o the principal subject of the letter, Ro* 
inano expressed his heartfelt thanks for 
the munificence of Anselmo towards the 
lovely, foundling; likewise intimating, that 
although from *some local circuhistances 
he must, at present, decline accepting the 
honour obtained for him, yet it was ac- 
compamed with the hope that heshonld be 
able so far to arrange his affairs^ as to em- 
brace it the ensuing autumn; be restored^ 
to his long-lost child/ and* personally ac- 
knowledge the deep sense of gratitude he 
entertained for the count's benevolence,. 
The conclusive part of the communica* 
lion, dictated too, for thelfirst time, by the 
hand of a parent, so affected Eleanor, 
that it was with extreme difficulty she 
eould continue the perusal of it. From 
Its contents it appeafed that count An- 
selmo, acquainted of the mutual affec- 
tion subsisting between Albert ;ind Elea- 
nor, and their acknowledged worthiness, 
had in a most, forcible manner expressed 
the same to signior Rontano, and solicited 

his 
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his donsent to their union;. This impor* 
tant requ^sty to accomplish the happiness 
of the young people^ was assented tq, 
Romano leaving bis daughter entirely to 
the disposal of, her.-ncble^patron* The 
general; t^en commented, ia grateful 
terms^ on the humanity he bad received 
from Jhe youth, after their unfortunatfi 
rencounter; pn the memorable dfayovhicb 
had, perhaps, decjdeA. .the future:safety: 
of Savoy ; gave.to. Aib^l an4 Eleanorhis 
. blessing; and finished 'by> expressing the 
joy a father must ever feel at being en- 
abled tp promote a. daughter'? felicity. 

The astonishment, the pleasure arising 
in her breast fit so unexpected an event, 
with the addition/of being, now apprized 
by the confessor that her beloved Albert 
%vas the person delegated (by a letter he 
had received frotn Anselmp). to present 
this communication, an4 Kkewise another, 
inclosed in it,.franr ^ignior Rbmano to 
himself, in which fraternal lov^e: was so 
conspicuously displayed, and hi^.prdent 

wishes. 
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tyishes,so oft repeated, to \xe iagaan.united 
to Lodovico in everlasting friendship—^ 
these combined sources' oT^tisfact ion so 
€>verGame Eleanor thatr she fainltsd in the 
^cms of her relation. Momentaryi hoWr 
ever, V92t^ the suspension of-sense^ for 
the marquis de Mon^ubai)* impatient at 
the .protracted absence' of the confessor, 
\»ho had only left him 4o iftipartto his 
ni^ce the ^boVe intfUijjjence, had now; 
tberefbre, sent an urgent reqli^t, by ojiq 
of the attendant ivuns, for. the ; return of 
Lodovico, ai)d .an. entreaty to have the 
happiness of Seeing bis Eleanor.. The 
name of Albert vas a never- failing recipe 
io recover the drooping faculties of the? 
young noviciate; a smile beamed through 
her tears at the well-knowii sound; and 
silently offering her hand to the holy fa- 
ther, to be conducted to Montauban, he 
with alacrity obeyed this command ; and 
the success of Lodovico's embassy was- 
duly appreciated at the re-union of the 
lovers. They fell at his feet, and irhplored 

his 
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his benediction^ with ptouSj nnaflTected 
fervour. 

The first transports of their joy snln 
siding, Montaiiban repeated his urgent 
solicitations to Lodovico, to consecrate 
his nuptials with Eleanor on the follow^ 
ing morn, that Ke might present her to 
his mother^ to cheer the -forlorn heart 
of that amiable woman ('' so us'd in list* 
less solitude to mourn'') by the contem- 
plation of her son's felicity. Lodovica 
smiled at the affectionate warmth of Al- 
bert to enter into eternal bondage^ and 
left him entirely to the will and pleasure 
of his sovereign queen, to fix the fiat of 
his destiny. With the blusli afinnocence 
mantling on her cheek, Eleanor just arti- 
culated — ^** The morrow was too soon-^ 
she wished once again to visit Valleroy^ 
to secure some little provision for the? 
present objects of her'bounty, the pea- 
santry in the vicinity of that domam, and 
to-r" — " Oh, no more objections, dear 
Eleanor, I pray," interrupted Montauban; 

'* I cannot 



'' I cannot allow of any further impedi- 
ment to my happiness.'* 

The confessor now interposed, to re- 
move Albert's perplexity, by saying thiit 
he imagined one day would be sufficient 
to accompUsh those tender offices pro^ 
posed1)y Eteanor, and of bidding adieu 
to her friends in the convent ; for if they 
mast lose her society, the longer that 
pdiftingwts deferred, the more melan- 
choly would it occasion when that, time 
arrived to them. It was now then rau* 
tually settled, that every thing was to be 
prepared for her departure from Santa 
Maria the day after the morrow, previouti^ 
to whiibh the marriage of; Albert and 
EfoQfior was to be solemnized in the cha- 
pel of the monastery. The holy father 
then accompanied them to that sanctuary, 
te^ be present at the , ceremony of high 
mass. In pious devotion passed the re« 
mainder of the day; and at an early hour 
on the following morning, Albert return- 
ed to the convent, to conduct Eleanor to 

Valleroy 
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Valleroy (which was his abode duritrg hl$ 
stay in Tuscany ). As they proceeded thi- 
ther, every object presented affecting re- 
membrances, and displayed the taste of 
its noble possessor, who wais a voluntary 
exile From his <;ountry, and all that he 
once held most dear and venerated. On 
Montauban's recurring to the temple, 
and its mysterious inhabitant, with whose 
vocal strains he b^d been;so enchantedi 
Eleanor informed him that it bad been 
for. more than two years the fidyourite re- 
treat, pf the unfortunate nuri, the de- 
parted Eleonora, whose melancholy his- 
tory, §o closely.interwovi^n with that df 
Anselilio, pressed on her recolliection 
with unfeigned sorrow ; far it was no^i 
she learnt by Albert, that, the count, tp 
divert his mind from domestic woes,, had 
a^aiii etinbrscced a nrilitary life>andaccomf 
panied his royal, hjlghness pritice Eugeoe 
to Germany. .♦.. , ' 

'' Alas r' sighed Eleanor, " I fear I 
shall never ^ee m^r^^w^^^avoT: ciore^ my 
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'spirits droop at the very thoughts of it;'* 
find continued, ^^oh, why would my noble 
lord expose his life to such imminent 
^eril, and endure such accumulated hard* 
ships ?" > 

" Doubt not, my love,*' said Albert, '' that 
ihe sameguardian angel which has hitherto 
triumphantly shielded Anselmo from the 
dangers of warfare, and rescued him from 
the fangsofvil]any,willstill hover overhim 
Vith^the same benignant influence : Cor- 
nelius too, the now-acknowledged son of 
that xlistingtiished persooage, follows him 
to the field of battle, to share his father's 
fortunes!** Mbntauban.then, at the par* 
ticular request of Eleanor, who, whilst 
leaning oh his arm, shed tears of renaem* 
brance, recounted the circuitjstance (which 
at a former period he had promised, but 
^vas prevented) of his having been taken 
prisoner by the enemy, and escape to the 
sea-coast, where he had procured a. gon- 
dola to convey him to the castle of OU 
denzo ; that they landed -close uudet itv^ 
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focVs of that domain, and by means ot 
bribery, Albert said he obtained permis- 
sion of the centinels to walk along tbaf 
part of the ramparts which overlooked the 
chamber of Eleanor; who now learnt^witb 
extreme pleasure, that the suppbsed stran- 
ger she saw one evening at Oldenzo waft 
her lover, who, at the hazard of his own 
lif|e, had so tenderly intterested himself ta 
preserve hers, « 

'' That night,*' continued Albert, " f 
repaired to the cottage of Zilio, where 
on a former occasion I had been treated 
with kindness ; foir on annonncing my 
name to be Montauban, I found that the 

4 

old man and his wife had been domestics 
}R our family, but at the period of my 
lamented father's rmprisonment in- the 
island of Sardinia, they were obliged to 
seek iot other employment, and had ob* 
tained the situation they then held with 
Rodolphus. On Zilio's informing me 
that the son of their employer was at 
ArezzOj ar\d xVv^x^^w^ xc^^ lAeanor, with 
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hrs motlier, were expected shortly ia foU 
low him, impelled by jealousy/' he con- 
^jnued, '' I determined fo have an inter-- 
■yjt^^.with my suppQsed rival ; and there- 
£oYit, on the ensuing morning,, I set off 
with all speed for Arezzo; but on my 
arrival there, learnt, to my great disap- 
pointment, that Ernestine bad left that 
place^ nor could I obtain any informa- 
tion where he had gone. How macb 
then was that disappointment increased," 
•said Montauban, '' when, on my return to 
the cottage of ^^ilio, I was informed you 
hsid departed from the castle with the 
wife of Rodolphus, and must, by that 
time, have arrived at Arezzo!** 

'' I grieve for the trouble I have oc«^ 
casioned you>"' replied Eleanor; and Qn 
her being further apprized^ from cpincir 
4ent circumst^nciK, that it waa Albert* 
who, to divert bis attention from dwelling 
too aci^tely on. the fair sul^ee.t of hit 
thoughts^, had played those delightTol 
strains, which so enchanted the f^inaJ^ 
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travellers, on the eventful evening of their 
being taken by the banditti, she fervently 
expressed h^r gratitude to Heaven that 
Montauban was unconscious of her dis- 
tressful situation, as in the attempt of her 
rescue from the robbers, it was most pro- 
bable she would have been deprived of 
him for ever. 

The remaining part of Albert's adven- 
tures had been already related to Eleanor 
by the vintagers, yet did she listen to 
their repetition with peculiar satisfac- 
tion, as affording an added proof, if 
any was necesssfry, of Montauban 's affec- 
tion for her/ and fidelity. On their en- 
trance into the domain of Valleroy, the 
most tender recollections arose in the 
minds of Albert and Eleanor, of the pe- 
riod of their early loves; and the late sur- 
prising chain of events, which had thus 
cemented two hearts formed by nature in 
the finest mould, and destined to sup- 
port and assist each other in mutual hap 
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This noble edifice was now refitting, 
with the utmost splendour, in the expec- 
tation of its being soon to welcome its 
revered lord; the domestics having re- 
ceived information that at the close of the 
campaign, count Anselnio, accompanied 
by his«on Cornelius, would again honour 
jt with his presence. The servants had 
so much news to impart, and so many 
acknowledgments to make to Eleanor for 
htr benevolence tdwards them, and that 
was followed by such numerous congratu- 
lations from the neighbouring peasantry, 
^ho were informed of her approaching 
marriage, and who had now* come to the, 
castle to take an affectionate farewell of 
their little patroness, that the evening 
had commenced without either Albert or 
Eleanor being conscious of the lapse of 
time, or their very limited stay at Valle- 
Toy ; now, however, Montauban fearing 
the night dews might be prejudicial to her 
health, proposed their departure; and 
^bich being assented to, he ag^alvv cotv- 
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4ucted his fair charge to Ae convent; 
and oq.their arrival at Santa Maria, they 

jp«fd.fl^ pleasure of being acquainted by 

"-Ik J 

todovico that the preparations for the 
eventful morrow were completed. The 
lovers again separated;, but light passed^ 
thc'intervening hours to that period which 
was to decide the fale of Albert and of 
El.eanon 

The harbinger of day, the soft, ena- 
moured wood-lark's nqte, was no sooner 
heard, than, swift as thought, Monlauban 
hastened to claim his promised treasure. 
The malin^service had just concluded as 
Albert was announced to be arrived at 
the convent ; Eleanor then tremblingly 
whispered her last adieu to the venerable 
abbess, a^id the sisterhood of Santa Maria, 
those beloved associates of her youth, 
who mingled tears as- they embraced her, 
praying (o he sometimes remembered; 
and with the tender assurances they re- 
ceived from her that she would ever pre- 
serve a frieivdlY correspondence with them, 
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they melancholy retired to solitude^ and 
their habitual confinement. Eleanor 
obeyed the summons to attend on her 
destined lord; and before another mea- 
sured glass was run, the marriage of Albert 
de Montauban and Eleanor Romano was 

ft 

magnificently consecrated in the chapel 
of the convent. The confessor Lodovico 
officiated at the ceremony, and having 
bestowed on them his benediction, he 
conducted the happy pair from the holy 
altar, and preceded by a band of white* 
robed virgins, led them to an apartment 
in the monastery, where they partook of 
an elegant repast prepared for the occa- 
, sion. 

A chorus of female voices, accompa- 
nied by the harp and mellifluous flute^ 
now chanted psans on this auspicious 
morn. 

Lodovico, congratulating Albert on 
the attainment of his wishes, expressed 
likewise the pleasure he felt at the good 
fortune of Eleanor;^ in being a}lied to one 

you IV. 1 \<\iO's» 



vhose congeniality of taste and dispo^ 
iron must so greatly conduce to her fn- 
ture happiness; yet the tear of regret, at 
losing her society, aft stole down his woe- 
worn cheek, particularly on leading his- 
lovely relative to the carriage which was 
in waiting to conduct her from this peace- 
ful abode, to mingle with a world in which 
sorrow is too oft the attendant on those 
most deserving of its smiles. The bride 
and bridegroom affectionately embraced 
the holy man, assured him of their inten^ 
lion frequently to visit Santa Maria, and 
that he should ever be their guide, and 
revered by them as their most valned 
friend. These consolatory promises at 
present failed of their effect; for on the 
signal being '^tven soon afterwards by 
Montauban to thfe' postillions t6 proceed 
on their return to Venice, and Albert and 
Eleanor waving their hands to Lodovico 
as a'last fireWeH/his tearful ejrcs evinced 
bis distress;' and therefore; unable tosnlv 
dUift'M&eteoiiAniat'hfe^attentty withdrew. 



AVhilst the sevT'-nianried couple are 
journeying to their destined habilatiofi^ 
4ie chateau de Montauban^ we shall relate 
socne account isespecting the wife of the 
dseceased Rodolphus^ who is^ sufEeriagfatl 
the agony of a wounded conscience, Ma- 
datn« Rodolphus had long entsrrtained a 
criminQl'passionforcountAnsel'mo^whrch, 
^rilough never discoTcr^ to the object 
of heramoup, for h^s supposed indifib- 
^mce ta her acknowledged charms^ she 
resolved to be revengedi, and therefore 
left no means untried^ to excite her hus- 
band to the execution of his plans: medi- 
tated against the life and honour of An- 
selmt>. Previous to the put>licatioa of 
the libel;, they had^ for several months^ 
resided^ at' Turin. Rodelphns^ on tendef- 
mg infoi^mation to t*« fiolice of a siki- 
pectcd traitor to the goviemmen4!y pai^ti- 
cularly avoided uttering any ilnsfmidtioii 
against the count, only saying ihd^at^sMh 
a period (by him mentioned ) they webld> 
by searcHidg'ti»e dwellings in- the vicinity 

l8 ^^ 
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cof Port de Suzi^^ discover a libel, and the 
author of it; from which ambiguity, and 
the circumstance ofgeneral.de Montau- 
ban's residence being near the spot, as it 
lias been already related, the real design 
failed. Other devices were had recourse 
"to ; but none succeeded until the fated 
marriage of the count with Almeria, for 
then the exasperated and vicious minds of 
Rodolphus and his wife had full scope to 
work upon. Such iniquity, however, has 
at length received its' due punishment. 
Madame Rodolphus, on hearing the in- 
telligence of the loss of jier son, and 
that being soon followed by the more 
idisastrouslidingsoftheignomiaiousdeath 
of her husband, she became a prey to all 
the horjsors of remorse ; abandoned by 
the woiJd, and a torment to herself, this 
frail and misguided woman had now, there- 
fore, relired into a ^convent for the re- 
mainder of her life. 

On the arrival of Albert and Eleanor 
at the chateau de Moutauban, they were 

^v^'ii^med 



V^elcortied by its inhabitants with expres- 
sions of the most enthusiastic joy ; to the 
mind of the amiable Almeria, it cast once 
again a ray of hope that her future days 
might' contentedly pass in philosophic 
retirement ; and what greatly heightened 
that opinion, was a letter she hnd lately' 
received from a person named BeTtini^ 
acquainting her of the decease of thej 
monk of Camaldoli; in hisdying moments 
confcs-iing himself to have been the assas- 
sin of count Fernando at Naples; but that 
it was from a mistake — his real' intentioa 
^rmed atsacriflcing to hisa;nbition the son 
of his friend, to preventany serious inquiry 
respecting the property said to have been 
left to the monk by the late marquis de^ 
Montauban, By this man*s acknowledge* 
ment It now appeared that the will was 
forged, the monk having erased the name 
of Leontine (who was the legal beir) and' 
inserted his own instead of it. From 
this confession, therefore, Bertlni ac^ 
quainted Almeria^ that in right of her 

L 3 dL^ce.*^^^^ 
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deceased husband, the estates so unjustly 
%vithh^ld by the monk of Camaldoli de- 
volved upon her. With immediate posses- 
sion. 

Painful is it to trace the designs, and 
too-oft successful acts of depraved cha- 
racters; that task, however, is completed, 
and wrfh peculiar satisfaction we turn to 
describe the rewards of virtue. 

During the festivities which now com- 
menced, and continued for some weeks 
at this mansion, in honour of Albert de 
Montauban's marriage, his mother, from 
her particular request, was permitted to 
remain in seclusion. Those entertain* 
ments terminating, and the numerous as- 
semblage of nobility, who graced the oc- 
casion, departed, domestic comfort here 
supremely reigned ; and in the bosom of 
friendship swiftly glided away the hours^ 
to that perioQ in which fhe young mar- 
chioness was rendered completelyblessed^ 
by the affectionate embrace of her newly* 
found parent, who^ in the third month 

after 
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after the marriage of Albert and Eleanor, 
arrived, with his son, at this domain, to 
congratulate them, and to be a delightful 
witness of their mutual love and felicitjv 
The father's heart beat high, at beholding 
in his long-lost daughter, a woman so dis- 
tinguished by every: female charm, and 
possessing so many rare and elegant ac- 
complishments. The first transports of 
this happy meeting having subsided, he 
introduced a young stranger to them, 
who, he said, had accompanied him from 
France ; it was Antonio, the brother of 
Lauretta, with whose history Albert and 
Eleanor were well acquainted ; great then 
was their satisfaction to learn that it was 
through the interest of general Romano' 
Antonio had been extricated from his 
confinement, and relieved of the embar- 
rassments that his fatal pa^ion for writing 
and commencing authorship had unfor- 
tunately drawn him into; yet ever des* 
tined to labour for the support or amnse^ 
ment of others^ the young man was now 

L 4 eca^lo^eA^ 
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employed by the general as an ainanueii- 
fiis, and for vvhich he was found well qua^ 
lified. 

Agtonio having been politely received 
by Almeria^ and the marquis and mar- 
chioness de Montauban, he then retired 
to seek for his sister Lauretta^ lately be- 
come the wife of Lupino, and whom, 
from their mutual wish and request to the 
' family, were still allowed to hold their 
respective situations. 

All language fails to delineate with 
truth the happiness which subsisted at 
this domain ; every individual feft its soul- 
uplifting power, one solitary instance 
excepted, one revered object, who still 
claims our sincerest regard and pity, and 
for whose repose of mind we are so justly 
interested — it is Almeria, who in the va- 
rious titles of daughter, wife, and mother, 
shone so conspicuous in every feminine 
and endearing virtue — Almeria, that saint* 
like woman, whose countenance, although 
dressed in smiles, 6till cherishes the can- 



ANSELMO.' 825 

kcr^worm of sorrow in I^er heart ; and 
since the late confirmation of the honour^ 
able character of count Anselmo, deeply 
mourns the untoward events which have 
thus deprived her of his society and ex- 
alted friendship. 

Signior Romano and hts son having 
now passed three weeks at the chateau^ 
and at the express desire of his daughter, 
purchasied a villa in its vicinity for his 
future residence, they determined to set 
out for Tuscany, on a visit to count An^ 
selmo. The campaign had lately closed^ 
with infinite honour to the troops and 
their royal commander; and therefore 
they thought it highly probable, that if 
,not already returned, the count must be 
hourly expected at Valleroy. Romano, 
who had visited that places and the con- 
vent of Santa Maria, prior to bis arrival 
at the chateau, expressed surprise, how- 
ever, at not having beard to that effect 
by the confessor Lodovico, the brothers 
having been mutually reconciled, and at 

L 5 -^^xvwv^^ 
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parting;, interchanged reiterated promiaeb 
of a frequent correspondence "with eack 
other. 

On the day preceding the deparinre of 
these welcome visitors, the marquis de 
Montauban gave an elegant entertain^ 
tnent/ which w^ dignified^ for the first 
f ime> l^y the presence of Almeria, who, 
although extremely averse to appear in 
scenes of gaiety, yet^ as a cottipMment to 
her beloved relatives, she acquiesced with 
their entreaties; and on the health of 
count Anselmo being drank by thecoo- 
pany with appropriate honours, marked 
her respect, by performing it ki solemn 
silence. This circumstance, however, re- 
viving in her mind, with added force, 
his severe misfortunes, she became i^ 
fated and unhappy, and soon afterwards 
reqiiested permisdoa to retire. 

Almeria took an affectionate leave of 
signior Romano and hi&son, and, attended 
by Eleanor, regained her chanylxT ; eh 
complaining, however, of being ibdis- 
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plBsed^ and requiring rest^ she then bade 
faer dattghler good-night; but as the 
y^ung marchioness was going to leave 
Jber, remarked that she felt a presentiment 
^e proposed journey of their visitors 
would be rendered unnecessary. 

Perhaps^ dear mother/' said Eleanor^ 

you suppose the count will shortly ho* 
mour us with a visit here V — '' I know not 
what to think/' she replied; ''but of this 
I am well assured, I shaU never again be- 
liold him/' 

The mi^laneholy of Almeria now com- 
municated iteelf to her companion, and 
their fears ibo increased by participation, 
that theleast noise or footstep, that echoed 
through the mansion, alarmed and filled 
them wilii490perstitious dread of receiving 
unwelcome tidings. 

Nothing, however, transpired to pre- 
vent the departure of Aomano and his son 
for Tuscany ; they left the chateau at an 
early hour on the ensuing morii, accom- 
panied wkh the jjood widi^ >of their 
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friends, and their wafted lave to the in- 
habitants of Santa Maria and Vajleroj. 
A deep sigh reverberated from Almeria 
to Eleahor as they pronounced the name 
of Valleroy — nfiysterious divination! pro- 
phetic fears! alas! how soon wereyeun- 
happily verified ! Romano did depart; but 
ere the fifth hour had passed of his ab- 
sence, a messenger arrived at the chateau 
de Montauban, to announce to them the 
dire intelligence — ^'Ansehnowasno moreV' 
That in a sudden, unlooked-for hour, the 
iron hand of death had deprived the coun- 
try of one of the noblest patriots whieh 
ever adorned the lists of fame. "Yet," 
continued the stranger, " must we stay 
the soft tribute of a tear, for it is Heaven 
has directed the blow : touched with pity 
for his silent griefs, beyond the aid of 
earthly cure, ministering angels have 
borne the hferoto a glorious immortality." 
Reason, however, could not silence or 
allay the poignant distress which over- 
whelmed Almeria and Eleanor on hearing 

of 
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of this melancholy event; and a consider- 
able time elapsed ere they could endure 
to listen to the further relation of the 
messenger, whose name, he said, wasLu- 
signan. It was indeed that faithful ser- 
vant, who, from his unremitting endea- 
vours to preserve the honour of his late 
patron unsullied from the attacks of ma- 
lignity, became a prey to an illness, which 
had confined him for hear three months 
in the island of Sardinia, to which place 
he had twice ineffcctunliy resorted, ta 
procure information respecting the mj'S- 
terious proceedings at the castle of Oris* 
tagni. On learning, however, that his 
revered lord wds extricated from every 
impending danger, the health of Lusig- 
nan daily improved, and at length suffi- 
ciently to permit him to return to Turing 
and to be reinstated in his former em- 
ployment* 

It was by the request of Cornelius that 
he had now come to the chateau de Mont* 
auban^ to impart the dieting intelligence 
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that count Anselmo had received hisdeatli- 
lyound in Germany, and during a contest 
with the enemy, which so nobly awarded 
an additional wreath of fame to himself 
land his royal commander. Lusignanthen 
continupd, by saying the dying pangs 
..of Anselmo were of short duration^ and 
the moment of dissolution considered by 
•the su0erer asa termination of every sor- 
row, and a portal to those celestial regioss 
where pleasure for ever reigns. That 
the body of the revered chieftain had 
been conveyed, with due solemnity, (at- 
tended by Corneliusas principal mourner,) 
to Piedmont, and at length to Turin; the 
^cred load then deposited, with .every 
mark of veneration and military honours, 
in the vault of his ancestors, near the.re- 
mains of the hapless Eleonora. 

To the surprise manifested by .Moat- 
auban, at not having received a previous 
intimation of this distressing events he 
^id-^'Mt arose from the difficulty of ob- 
tainiiig juformationiroiii the. seat of war- 

fare; 



fare; the government of Piedmont knew 
not the loss their country had sustained 
until within a few hours arrival of the fu- 
nereal procession at Turin/' Signior 
Lusignan then presentedthe marquis with 
a copy of the will of the late. count An- 
«elmo/ wherein he had bequeathed ta 
Almeria (styling her only as the widow 
of the lamented Montauban ) one-third of 
his immense estates in the province of 
Tuscany^ at her death to descend to Elea«* 
Dor and her heirs for ever; and with the 
exception of several legacies to his do- 
mestics andjparticular friends^ the remain- 
der, with the family title^ the superb cas^ 
-fcet containing the portrait of the deceas- 
<ed Eleonora^ ( which Marsias Luzzara had 
{Stated to have fornlerly been ^presented 
to his father bky Rodolphus^ who had frau« 
idulently obtained it from its original pos- 
sessor, ) and the domain of Valleroy, were 
bequeathed to Cornelius^ now xount An- 
fielmo. Thus concluded the mission of 
JLusignan^ and wi the eve of his departure 
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from the chateau de Montaul3an^ a letter 
arrived from general Romano tohisdaugh^ 
ter, dated Valleroy, to which place, he 
acquainted her, the distinguished orphan 
of the late Anselmo had retired; but that 
not all the wealth, the honours, so pro- 
fusely bestowed on Cornelius, could for 
an instant relieve the anguish he suffered 
for the loss of h« parents. 

By the communication of Romano, it 
appeared that neither himself nor his son 
were apprized of that event, until their 
arrival at Valleroy, where they found the 
confessor Lodovico employed, as usual, 
in the benevolent office of tendering ad* 
vice and consolation to the afflicted. It 
likewise stated, that from such indulged 
grief, the constitution of Cornelius was 
muct^ impaired, and that he had been ad- 
vised by his physicians, as the only chance 
for recovery, to change the air and scene. 

In a few weeks after the receipt of this 
letter, general Romano and his san (ac- 
companied by count Anselmo) returned 

to 
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lo the chateau, from whence the latter, 
after a short and melancholy interview 
mththemarquisandmarchionessdeMont- 
airban, departed for England. Cornelius 
was attended by Lusignan and Rubinelli, 
whose fears having b.een relieved respect- 
ing the supposed haunted temple, Lodo- 
yico acknowledging that it was from him 
those menaces proceeded^ for the purpose 
of expediting a return to Turin^ the old 
servant had gladly retained his situation. 
A prosperous voyage soon wafted them 
to the shores of Britain, where Cornelius 
renewed his acquaintance with the ho- 
nourable Mr. Delaval and family, who, 
on their return to England, had purchased 
an estate near the sea-coast^^ in Sussex, 
and from the friendly politeness which 
subsisted duringtheir intercourse at Avig- 
non, it is almost needless to say that the 
youth was received by them with every 
mark of respect and cordiality, and that 
he became more than ever enamoured 

■ « • 

iKith Horatia^ the natural gracefulness of 



her appeiiratice; and simplioity of roati« 
nerd, added an indeftnabie effect to thosa 
personal charms with which- she was so 
highly efldowedl The feare that had^hi^ 
therto assailfsd him now vani&iied:; as the 
son of an obscure Italian citizen> it would 
havebeeniin hisidea> presumptuoits>tos<h 
licit the honour of her hand iti marriage ; 
but now, as the acknowledged heir of aa 
exalted family, joined to thefileasing^assu'* 
ranee of possessing her affection^ Anseliso 
no longer hesitated. The declaration of 
his ardent Ibve, and subsequent proposals 
to her father for their union, was assented 
to ; and ofci the year of mourning being 
expired; Horatia Delaval became countess 
Anseltno. Iti a few weeks after this feli- 
citous event, Cornelius bore his lovely 
bride to Italia's fertile plains, and the de- 
lightful retreat of Valleroy, where they 
enjoyed that kihd of Happitiess assuredly 
the most lasting, in pursuit of knowledge, 
and' the sublime contemplations of reli* 
gioti ixA ixvot^UtY. Cornelius bsA sup- 
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ported the shafts of adversity with manly- 
courage and fortitude; and in the hour 
of prosperity, justifying the opinion 
formed of him by such conduct^ was^ 
humane, gentle, and generdus. 

Ati arlliance of the strongest- friendship 
now commenced' between Montauban 
^nd Anselmo. Eyperience had proved 
to them, by the hapless destiny of their 
paternal parents, the cares, the dangers, 
too oft attendant on popularity and pre- 
eminence of station ; years of labour and 
difficulty required to attain a post of ho- 
nour; but that a word, perhaps, from the 
foul breath of calumny, has power to de- 
stroy the noble fabric thus raised by in- 
tellectual merit, and to consign it to ig- 
nominy and everlasting disgrace. Thus 
soberly reflecting upon the insufficiency 
of worldly fame to confer happiness, their 
ambition was confined to scenes of do- 
mestic life, in exercising the '* rights of 
hospitality^'' aod making .all whq ap- 
proach^ them' virtuous and conter^ed% 
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and their reward^ the blessings of a poor 
but honest and industrious people. 

The elements of discord^ which had for 
a tim^ visited these domains, now dis- 
persed ; the goddess of peace resumed 
hersway, and long continued to wave 
her olive branch over the noble descend- 
ants of the castles of Montauban and 
Valleroy, 
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